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SE VEN TEL PARLIAMENT. 


SECOND SESSION. 
Governor-General, 


His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir RONALD CRAUFURD MUNRO FERGUSON, a Member of 
His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis- 
tinguished Order ‘of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Australian (ational War Government, 


(From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) 
The Right Honcrable William Morris Hughes, P.O. 
Right Hcenorable Joseph Cook, P.O. 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General 
Minister for the Navy 


Treasurer 


Minister for Defence 


eee eee seo 


Vice-President of the Executive Council aes 


Minister for Repatriation wee 
Minister for Works and Railways. a 
Minister for Hume and Territories vee 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... oe 


Postmaster-General 
Honorary Minister 
Honorary Minister 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General 
Minister for the Mary 56 


Treasurer 


Minister 
Minister 
Minister 


for Home 
for Trade 


Minister 
Minister 


Postmaster-General 


for Defence 
for Repatriation 
for Works and Railways. 


The 
The 
The 
) The 


“The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 


Right Honorable Sir Jobn 


Honorable 
Honorable 


Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 





Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
George Foster Pearce. 
Edward Davis Millen. 
Succeeded by 
Littleton Ernest rice (16th November, 1917). 
Edward Davis Millen (from 28th September, 1917.) 
William Alexander Watt. 
Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. 
Jens August Jensen. 
William Webster. 
Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Kdward John Russell. 


Australian Wational Mar Government. 


eee 


eoe 


and Territories : 
and Customs ... wee 


Vice-President of the Executive Council ae 


Honorary Minister 


Minister 
Minister 
Minister 


Honorary 
Honorary 
Honorary 


Honorary Minister 


1Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) 


Barker, Stephen (V.) 
Barnes, John (V.) 
Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (V.) 
Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 
Karle, Hon. John (T.) 
Fairbairn, George (V.) 

Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) 


Gardiner, Hon. 


Albert (N.S.W.) 


Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) 
Grant, John (N.S.W.) 
Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) 


Guy, James (T. 


) 


Henderson, George (W.A.) 
Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) 
*1Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) 


The 
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irene 10th January, 1918.) 


Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, PCr eRe. 


Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., 


G.0.M.G. 


Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. 


Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 


Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
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Honorable 


Honorable 
Honorable 


Succeeded by 
William Alexander Watt (27th March, 1918). 
George Foster Pearce. 
Edward Davis Millen. 
William Alexander Watt. 
Succeeded by 
Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). 
Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. 
Jens August Jensen.t 
Succeeded by 
William Alexander Watt (13th December, 1918.) 
Succeeded oy 
Walter Massey Green (17th January, 1919.) 
William Webster. 
Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Succeeded by 
Edward John Russell “orth March, 1918). 
Edward John Russell. 


(Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 


1918). 


The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* 
The Honorable George Henry Wise.* 
The Honorable Walter Massey Greene.* 


(Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 


TSigy)* 


17th January,. 


5 The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.* 
Appointed 26th March, 1918. eaeW Route ed from office, 183th December, 1918.——** Resigned from office, 31st January, 1919. 





Senators. 
President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. 
Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. 


Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 
Maughan, William John Ryott (Q.) 


1McDougall, Allan (N.S.W.) 


Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S.W.) 


tMulcahy, Hon. Edward (T.) 


Needham, Edward (W.A.) 


Newland, John (8.A.) 


Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W. 


O’Keefe, Hon. David John (T.) 
Q’ Loghlin, Lieut.-Col. Hon. James Vineatit: 


V.D. (S.A.) 
A.) 


sae; 


Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S W.) 
Reid, Matthew (Q.) 

Rowell, Col. James, C.B. (S.A.) 
Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 





| 
| 
Plain, William (V. ) 


Senior, William (S.A.) 

Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) 
Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 
1 Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 12th July, 1917. 


* Resignation reported, 20th December, 1918. 





+ Appointed by State Parliament 15th J anuary, 1919.——Sworn 26th June, 1919. 





























unity I would describe the pro- 
of the Government as dishonest. 
um of £44,000 been placed on the 
es for the transfer of the note 
g branch this House would never 
passed the line; but the proposed 
iture has been sneaked in after a 

r which is certainly not creditable 
1 overnment. The principle on 
e should base our attitude in re- 
works of a permanent character 
xion | wah: Commonwealth ad- 


It is 
| us to paid. on. 
| ae should not assist the 
ners of Melbourne to get higher 
r their holdings. Land is too 
* in Melbourne now, and the Com- 
wealth Government sho uld not step in 
| make it more expensive by purchas- 

es here. We should display a better 
n that. I understand that the 


“German owners of property. to 
_to build a printing office on. 

. [ALONEY. —This association sent 
oys to the Front. 7 


EST. —I am not saying anything 
what the association has done, but 

mvinced that very few members 
; pleased with the action of the 
ment i in the matter. Except a few 
ho want to live next door to 
lé t House, every one 

er, if he expressed his honest con- 
“would say that Parliament should 
Canberra. It would be in the 
3 of the country, and make for 
egislation, if we went there as soon 
sible, because Parliament would 
there in an atmosphere that we can- 
in any of the big cities.. Holding 
iews, I peas be Wetton, to sti 


ES PY oF shalt i ea that re= 
, and say that if I-had a legal © 


The Common- 


the award of the Court. 


in. this. 


I am doing: is the ‘righ’ thing foe Mabe é 
tralia. I hope the House will throw out — 
both the amendment and the motion, and — 
give the Government an opportunity to 
put electric liglft into the building they 


already have, and strengthen the floors, 


That would make it a place in which note — 
and stamp printing could very well be. 
done. 

Debate (on motion by sae 
adjourned. 


CUSTOMS BILL. : 
Motion (by Mr. Greznz) agreed to— 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill for — 
an Act to amend the Customs Act 1901-1916. 


Bill presented, and read a first time. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES: 
~ WorKs AND RAILWAYS. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minister a | 


for Works and Railways and Acting — 
Attorney-General) [10.17]|.—I move— 


That the House do now adjourn. . 


The business to-morrow will be the seconde 
rgading of the Customs Bill, with which 
we want to proceed directly into Com-— 
mittee, and then take it through its Fre- 
maining stages. The next business will 
be the Institute of Science and Industry. 
Bill, after which we shall follow the order. 
of the notice-paper. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [10.18]— —_- 


DEPARTMENT. oF* Cee: 





“Sumeson) be | 


ene 


A number of temporary clerical hands in 
the Department of Works and Railways — 
‘are working under an award of the Arbi-_ 
tration Court. When travelling, they — 
have been accustomed to get travelling 
expenses and overtime, . 
The Depart- 
ment, or the Minister, however, has read 
into that award the direction that tempo- 
rary men are not entitled to those privi- ee 
leges. That, I submit, is an injustice in- 
flicted on a large number of Government © 
employees, and is breaking the spirit of — 
the award. . 
titled to those advantages, surely caer | 
hands are equally entitled to them. 

Mr. Groom.—lI shall inquire into the 
matter. 


- House adjourned at 10.19 p-m. 





Question resolved in the urinals ye: ol RS 


because that is) + 


If permanent men areen- 
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Senate, 


Friday, 8 August, 1919. 


The Presipentr (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 11 a.m., and 
read prayers. 


PROFITEERING. 


Senator GARDINER.—I ask _ the 
Leader of the Government in the Senate 
whether it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to immediately take steps to prevent 
the enormous increases in the prices of 
foodstuffs and the necessaries of life? 


Senator MILLEN.—The honorable 
senator is well aware, judging by the 
speeches he has made in the Senate on 
this subject, of the limited constitutional 
powers which the Government enjoy in 
this respect. 


Senator OPK EEFE.—TI ask the Leader 
of the Senate whether he noticed in yes- 
terday’s newspapers a statement attributed 
to the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), .in 
a speech which he delivered at Durban, 
to the effect that he was returning to Aus- 
tralia to fight relentlessly and to the end, 
with tooth and claw, the Bolsheviks and 
profiteers. Does not the Leader of the 
Senate think that the Prime Minister is 
misleading the people of Australia, in 
view of the answer given to Senator Gar- 
diner’s question to. the effect that there 
is no power under the Federal Constitu- 
tion to enable the Government to fight the 
profiteers ? 


Senator MILLEN.—I can understand 
the honorable senator’s perturbation at 
the announcement that the Prime Minis- 
ter is coming back to fight the Bolsheviks 
and profiteers. [ submit that he might 
with more propriety address his question 
to the Prime Miniser himself on his re- 
turn. 


Senator GARDINER.—I ask. the 
Leader of the Senate whether the fact 
that the promises and threats in the 
speeches made by the Prime Minister 


during the last few months trend in that. 


direction is responsible. for the reported 
retirement of Senator Millen and Mr. 


[SENATE, j 


-the matters covered by the Bill to which 


honorable senator and every citizen out- 





Profiteering. 
Waitt, the TcUTERcLa ree of the profit 
in the present Government. 
Question not replied to. aes 
Senator GARDINER.—In — views mae a, 
Senator Millen’s answer to my first ques- ati 
tion, that the Government have not the 
conshiighienal power to deal with the in- ms 
crease in the prices of foodstuffs, and in aS 
view of the fact that they are extending fe 
the powers of the War Precautions Act ~ 
to deal with wool, wheat, butter and me- 
tals 
Senator Pratren.—Not wiih mabide) 
Senator GARDINER. hes with | 
wool, wheat, and butter—— | rae! 
Senator Russetn.—And flax. oe 
Senator GARDINER.—And flax, will oye 
the Government extend the powers — 
assumed in this way to deal with those — 
things which the poorer classes in the 
community have to purchase, 5 
Senator MILLEN.—I suggest that it 
must be quite obvious, even to. 
Senator Gardiner, that there is no 
similarity between legislation respecting 


Fa i 
mak 


ee 





































he refers and the general fixation — of 
prices. The ‘Bill is necessary to oe ae 


eS 


into, in which the Commoh wea Go- 
vernment is financially involved. It is, 
on the advice of our legal advisers, com- 
petent for us to do that as being relatir 
to the war, but that by no means implies 
that wo have the power to go outside the 
provisions of the Constitution. 

Senator BAKHAP.—I ask the Lesa: | 
of the Senate whether the Government 
is able to furnish, through the Statis- ley 
tical Department or otherwise, any proof | 
that bread is cheaper in Australia than i Ae 
is in-éevery other country of the world. ates 
the present time. Asie! 

Senator MILLEN.—It is possible me 
obtain the statistical information, but as — 
it is well within the knowledge of every ace 


side, I question. very much whether it 
would be desirable to go to any trouble | 
to obtain it. ~ aba 
Senator Baxuap.—It is a fact, then? 
Senator MILLEN.—It is a fact. 
Senator BaxnaP.—That is all I a ed 
to elicit. ‘saya 


~ 






































Dpddros: in claire on lst 
ust. If so, will he inaugurate a 
ndly competition, and have the same 
tasement at the races on 30th 


Mentor will give "me an H plate 


| r MoDOUGALL.—I 
| Jer of the Senate whether it-is a fact, 


: “It so, has 
a been done in the- ‘matter, and 
the money been, distributed ? _ 


tor MILLEN.—I know that it is 
a hat. the French Mission, on leaving 
stralia, did leave such a donation, and | 


oe: peer indicated, 

















‘é me any information in reply to 
lestion I asked yesterday with re- 
a the dismissal of certain pees 


"MILLEN. —The Rete 
s 2 ane recognise that, owing to the 
meeting of the Senate to-day, there 


question. I have put the inquiry. 
+, but I am not yet in possession 
OG for which he poked: 


ae. see where he can pac most. 


of oe 805: i shall Eee it under. the 


ask ae 


I am not in a 


nen ‘the Senate in a position 


been much time to obtain.a reply 





ADIC OURNMENT (Formal). we 
Proritreerine In LeaTHER. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
_T. Givens).—I have received. from Sena- 
tor Gardiner an intimation that he desires. 
to move the adjournment of the Senate 
to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, “ The serious 
situation that has arisen in connexion 
with the increases in the prices of hides, — 
leather, and footwear.” 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [11.10].—I move— 


That the Senate, at its rising, do Gaicaeh 
till 11 a.m. to-morrow. 


Four honorable senators having risen 
wm their places in. support of the motion, 

Senator GARDINER.—I desire to call 
attention to the very serious situation 
which has arisen, and the seriousness of 
which will be considerably accentuated 
unless some definite, prompt, and, I may 
say, drastic action is taken by the Govern- 
ment to prevent the profiteering that is 
now rampant throughout Australia. Of 
course, the prices of hides, leather, and 
boots have been increased only in common 
with the prices of other necessaries for the 
people of this country, but in view of the 
conditions under which I discuss the 

matter, I wish directly to show that naw 
that the war is over, there is a very grave 
danger of the people of Australia having 
to submit to the hardship, of going with-_ 
out footwear and other necessaries, which — 
the people of other countries had to ae 
mit during the war. There is no occasion 
to reiterate the statement, but I am one~ 
of those who believe that the Senate of | 
Australia should put Australia first. 

Senator Baxuap.—When has it ever | 
failed to put Australia first, considering — 
Australia’s interest in the Empire? 

Senator GARDINER.—If~ Senator 
Bakhap holds such views, he will support, 
at any rate by his voice, the view which 
I am trying to express to the public at 
the present time, and that is that if Aus- 
tralia is to be put first the people of this 
country should have an opportunity to 
secure at a reasonable price the things 
eS are necessary to enable them to | 
lve. 

Senator Baxnap.—So they can, in re- 
spect to what they produce themselves, A 





11408 — Adjournment 
but they have to pay pretty dearly for 
much that is imported. — . 

Senator GARDINER. — Senator 
Bakhap, with wider vision than most of 
us, overlooks the little inconveniences and 
difficulties which the people have to put 
up with. Any one with an eye, however, 
ean see what is happening to-day. Busi- 
ness men, following accepted business 
methods, are purchasing supplies from 
ene end of Australia to the other, and are 
sending them to other parts of the world, 
where “they can get more for them than 
they could get here e. That is a condition 
of affairs which this Parliament and the 
Government should prevent before. the 
markets of Australia are depleted to such 
an extent, and the prices of com- 
modities so raised as to put them 
beyond the purchasing power of the 
people generally. There should be no 
two opinions in this Parliament as 
to the desirability. of such action. 
I intend to submit a few figures to in- 
dicate the prices charged for leather. 
What I have to say concerning leather 
applies with equal force to tweeds, serges, 
jams and preserves, and to all commo- 
dities that can be exported. Commercial 
men are sending their agents - around, 
buying wholesale and entering into con- 


tracts, a year, at least, in advance, and: 


Australia is being depleted of the very 
necessaries of life for her people in the 
interests of trade. I venture to say that 
this is not a party question, and we can 
all join in trying to find a remedy for 
what is going on. 

To show the prices charged for leather, 
I quote the following from No. 9 Report, 
on boots and shoes, submitted by the 
Inter-State Commission :— 
THE FOLLOWING TABLE SHOWS THE PRICES REALIZED AT 


> AUCTION FOR. STANDARD BRAND New SOUTH. WALES 
BUTCHERS’ HIDES DURING THE MONTHS INDICATED :-— 





Weights. 
Date. 
25-42 | 43-48 | 49-56 157 lbs 
ibs. lbs. Ibs. and 
over 
per Jb. | per lb. | per lb. | per Ib. 
Sid: Si dy 8d. s. d. 
duly, 1914 0 8}|0 81/0 7 0 72 
December, 1916 0 103 | 0 103 | 0 10% | 0 108 
February, 1917 1 $14} 0 11¢ | 1 0 0 
August, 1917 (fixed prices) 0 11 0 103 | 0 10% 





[SENATE.] 


‘shrewd business men with an. inside 


‘rates will keep on rising unless” 3 


- (formal): 
What has happened since Wh 
prices to-day '— wie 


9th May, 1919, 102d. 16th May, 191 
28rd May, :1919, 17d. ; ‘Ist August, ‘1919, 


Even before the regulations wer 



































ledge of the possibilities of the m 
I am not throwing accusations ab 
this connexion—and knowing that 
the ending of. the war this Parliame 
would not Rave constitutional power 
deal with’ prices, purchased this coms 
dity in large quantities for export 
other countries. I do not object to bust 
ness men making money m a lesi 
manner, but I do object to Austr . 
ing depleted of a commodity so ne 
for the welfare of its people. Are 
to sit down idly and allow the rae 
terial required for the manufactu 
boots and shoes to be sent out of the. 
try to such an extent as not to 1 
sufficient here for our own needs? If 
profit on this transaction is suffieh 
process which I am complaining “Of | 
continue. Of course we will be met } 
the argument that we should not 
to the primary producer getting t ( 
market value for his produce, but in” 
{ say that the primary producer is 
very little of this increase in prices) 

Senator Farrparrn.—Hear, heart 

Senator GARDINER. —The pr 
—the man who operates in the ma: 
his own advantage—gets the be 
this increase. He does nothing toi 
production. It may be true that im 
past he has proved useful in bringing: 
ducer and consumer together, but the 
showed us that the Government o 
country could do all this work much 
satisfactorily to both producer an 
sumer; that we could dispense 
services of the astute business ma: 
one aim, after all, is merely to ma 
fits for himself. I am not suffi 
quainted with the leather industr 
cuss in detail lthe respective valu 
leathers employed in the manufac 
boots and shoes, but I am told’ t 
glacé kid the price before the 1 
Is. 3d. per square foot, and the 
price is 6s.—an increase of 400 per ¢ 
The prices for other classes of 
have increased correspondingly, 



































With price fixing removed; and 
ets of the world being excep- 
ood, there is grave danger of the 
jan market being depleted of the 
aterial. The warehouses overseas 
Wr practically empty, so the demand 
ther is exceptionally keen. But 
_ going to allow the Australian 





export of our raw materials merely 
the apne 7 aeeainatt Ene pri- 


a to give “them the . fecontary 
There never was a more favor- 
pportunity. I am certain that if the 
nent consulted both Houses. of 
liament, and devised a scheme 
_ this grave emergency, their 
Have an excellent 


people those riba 50 say 
peepee Dates ~of this ¢ coun- 


ee re is no use ane our 
“what is happening; it is 
SK measuring ‘the sufferings of 
ommunity by our own  per- 
feelings. My position is, _per- 
as good as it has ever been. 1 do 
ee an 2h apres extent the in- 


ae bod. that the sovereign which 
ld ‘purchase 20s. worth of com- 

ities before the war will now pur- 
ase only about 10s. worth. If we 
at to do ye fair ee ee our soldiers, 


Picoaling. the seriousness: Oe fe peer “Teave our lees Bs ne 


to undergo serious hardships owing. 


“We 
will reward them.” Our soldiers are not — 
looking for any bribes or rewards. s 

Senator pe Larciz.—And it is no use oa 
holding out bribes to them, either, 

Senator GARDINER.—But they are 
entitled, a at all events, to expect that the 
cost of living shall be something like what. 
it was when they left to fight for this 
country and the Empire. They expect to be 
protected from the profiteers, who have — 
more than doubled the cost of some com- 
modities. - It,is remarkable that the boot ~ 
manufacturers themselves claim that they _ 
are not making anything out of these high — 
prices. A man who is producing: at a 
fair cost, and desires to keep the retail 
price down to reasonable limits,” finds, 
under the: present circumstances, that his . 
goods are snapped up by the profiteers 
for exportation; so that, actually, he is 
producing for the benefit of profiteers. 
it is not possible, however well-intentioned 
a fair-minded manufacturer may be, to 
do the right thing by the people; he is 
compelled to fx. his price at market’ 
rates in order to prevent his goods being — 
handled by speculators for their own pre 
fit. 

Senator Colonel Rowztt. —That is only - 
your own statement. Have you any proof? 

Senator GARDINER.—The proof hes - 
in the fact that every intell igent person 
knows that what lam saying is the truth. 
There can be no escape from the position. 
Tf, for. instance, 1 were selling books at 
1s. each, and were making a reasonable 
profit, and if other people knew that 
those books would return 2s. on the other 
side.of the world, it is certain that, by 
direct or indirect methods, exporters or 
their agents would obtain them for ex-_ 
portation, and the equivalent of the in- 
creased price on the other side of the 
world would be charged to the general 
public of this country. The same - condi- . 
tions obtain in the boot manufacturing ~ 
industry. In my own State, one big 
warehouseman issued a statement the 
other day showing that the increased cosh | 
of material obliged him to raise his prices, — 
although he intimated in the advertise- 
ment that he was disposing of his BEER 
stock at the old price. 


aia 





Banu Colonel: Sowis. Bit that is 
Be different matter. 
eS . _ just now that a boot manufacturer had to 
increase his prices in order to prevent. his 

~ goods from being exported. | 
Senator GARDINER — Well, that is 
the impression I intended to convey. I 
LBS) not blaming individual manufacturers. 
The time is over-ripe for Government 

Sao croroies in this mattter. I know 

- there will be a difference of . opinion on the 
question of fixing prices, and as to the 

power of the Government under the War 
Precautions Act. But I -say that if we 





~ 


ean authorize the extension of “war pre-_ 


cautions”? powers to deal with wool and 
‘wheat and other commodities which the 
Government have been handling; enter- 
prises which it is now desired to clear up 

-and that is a good reason for their 
_action—we can authorize: the exercise of. 
powers in regard to other commodities in 
order to protect the people of — this 





country. 
Senator Mavaman. —That 1 is the whole 
"point. 
‘Senator GARDINER. poate & 3 tho. Go- 


vernment have the power, and can, exer- 
elise it for one ees there can be no 
argument as to whether it is constitutional 
or not. 


Senator Mitien. or yes, 


nora 


Have the Government this power to 


eee Ii they have not, they cannot consti-_ 


fu  tutionally use it: On the other hand, if 
the Constitution does give this power to 


the Government, then I contend it may 
-be used for any purpose authorized by | 


this Parliament. I realize that the Go- 
: ent ace. done excellent work in 
this direction. 
_ Government. 

Senator FArRBAIRN. —I thought you 
“had made-a slip. 

Senator GARDINER.—TI am referring 
“Ao the Commonwealth Government. 
not want any one to say that I declared 
that this Government had ever done ex- 


ms 


Bie ~ eellent work. J] refer to:the Government 





- of Australia. which has done excellent 
fhe work in controlling food supplies in the 
> faterests of producers and consumers alike... 
io a hey is no reason why, if good work has 








“been cone co ee 
You were arguing | 


‘by rats, ‘mice, aN other coe 


ing section of our community: 


"cause, bijreeee i a ‘man’s 


; Bolsheviks. 


_ Senator GARDINER, —The question. 
read of a threat by the Pi 


I am not referring to a ; 


lee 























thing compared with the To: 
have been, sustained by the: 


country if they had been at th 


the profiteers and agents. 
in the case of. increases. in. : 
leather is a serious one to the 


those- who are bringing up lar 
—and I appeal to the Gover 
tend some protection to these p 


ie power of cine wages ‘is so ‘ap rec 
decreased that rent “absorbs tw 
labour, and, in the case of some fa 
boots and. shoes another two days’, 
are one es This ee ne ee 


Russian, 


vninoeite LY 
vik”? and-.** Menshewk! sees 
(Mr. Hughes) that 7 rofibgees 
viks are to be peels ects m 


be Mr. Hughes! ace so 3 
majority of the Eee ar 
any rate. 


‘proceed constitutionally ; : not 
tear and bite, buy to make 





akg Ge ers 
































in the prices of boots and shoes, 


1 honorable senators, but the 
is that their sympathy is not 

extend to their taking the step 
ting against the Government and 


ously grapple with the great 


ator  #FAIRBAIRN (Victoria) 
3 ].—Honorable senators on this side 
chamber are as much concerned 
ding profiteering as is Senator Gar- 
imself. In hig references to the 
leather, Senator Gardiner states 
oes not blame the primary pro- 
that there are some 
tes speculating and_ profiteering 
those two parties. The Govern- 
ent, I feel confident, will look 
a possibility, and endeavour to dis- 
rer and unmask those profiteering 
en, if they exist. It is a matter 
imthportance. The cost of foot- 
likely to become abnormally 
ut I do not see how we can single 
the primary producer, and by that 
Ss make a successful effort at keep- 
down. There is not a man in 
who owns'as much as 1,000 
cattle. Graziers and dairy 
are established only in a small 
It would be doing a great injus- 
_to saddle those small men with a 
2 heir hides. far below the parity 
Id’s markets. The question of 
it is providing food for thought 
ughout the world.. The suggestion 


iid be imprisoned. 


them to the nearest lamp-post; 
think that method is preferable. 
tor FATRBAIRN.—If any one 
proved to be taking unfair advan- 
f the present arduous times’ he 
d be severely punished. 


wherein they may purchase the 
sessaries of life at reasonable rates, In 
ng means to prevent disastrous in- 


that I have the sympathy of 


the manufacturer, but he 
inter- 


into - 


ct ually been made in England that © 
erson found guilty of profiteering 


r Nerpuam.—In Italy they are 


ator Gardiner remarked that there. 


various Pools. I am of opinion that 


where the Government, under their War _ 
Precautions Regulations, have entered 


into contracts, they possess the power to | 


tinue those contracts; but it appears — 
that the advice furnished by the legal 
gentlemen whom the Government con- 
sulted is correct, namely, that the Go- 
vernment have not the power to make 
fresh contracts. The Federal Parlia- 
ment has. not the power, but it is a_ 


question whether we should not ask the 


people for the necessary power. I feel 
that we should consult the electors, and 
seek to secure that power at the earliest — 
convenient opportunity. The taking of 


a referendum involves immense cost. I 


think we would be well advised to wait, 
and put the necessary question to the 


people at the forthcoming election. | 
Meanwhile the Government might well — 
look into: the whole question, with 


an idea of ascertaining who are these — 
middle parties alleged to be extracting 
abnormal. profits between producer and © 
manufacturer. J emphasize, however, that — 
it is not fair to single out any particular 
class, such as the hide producers or the _ 
butter producers. In fixing the price of — 

butter, the Government. was furnished 
with a report to the effect that the — 
people engaged in the dairy industry | 
were making only about 26s. a week. No 


one will describe that as an exorbitant me 


remuneration.. Yet. those people who, 
with all their heavy toil, were making 
only £1 6s. a week were singled out 


from among other producers, and were 
‘mulct in 2d. a lb. upon their butter. | 


That was not a fair procedure, and if the 


Government seek to do likewise in respect — ‘ 


to hide producers, they must bear the 
same candid criticism. If we are to have — 


cheaper commodities by the process of — 


price-fixing, it follows that, all producers 
should bear their share. The man on 
the land must be given a fair deal; he 
has not had it in the past. In Victoria 


the rural population durmg the past : 


four years has increased by only 4,000, 
while the papulation of our towns and 
cities has expanded by. about 176,000. 


‘That indicates: that the people prefer to 


live in the centres rather than in the 
country, for the reason that city condi- _ 
tions are more favorable; the pay is. 














ls dara 


better and life is easier. If the Govern- 
ment were to fix the price of hides so 


that the small man, who has to toil so 


arduously, would be forced to accept a 
price below the world’s parity, that 
would amount to an absolute disgrace. 
I was disappointed to note that immedi- 
ately the fixing of the price of hides 
ceased the cost of leather rose. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LocHLIN.— 
What else did you expect? 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I expected 
that while the tanners were using in 
their pits the hides which ‘they had 
bought at the cheaper rates, they would 
_ have continued business at the old prices. 
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Senator Lt.-Colone] O’LocHiIn:—You » 


were very simple. 

Senator FA IRBATRN. —I may be 
simple, but I hope I am honest. 

Senator Baxuap.--'That action might 
have been in response to a natural trade 
law, 

Senator FATIRBATRN.—At any rate, 
that is one factor which might well be 
examined by the Government. I under- 
stand that the position to-day is that 
the tanners have the right to take from 


> 


the market any hides they may require 


at the price at which the hides are sold 
by auction for local consumption, Al- 


_- though an American agent or speculator 


may be seeking to make a purchase, the 
local tanner can step in and say, ‘‘ I re- 
quire those hides and will take them.” 
That is a procedure similar to that which 
holds good with regard to the Wool Pool. 
Thus we have eliminated the possibility 
of Australia having to do _ without 
leather. The enormous demands in other 


parts of the world have indicated that if. 


foreign agents had been free to come into 
our local markets, and buy up their full 
requirements, the people of Australia 
might have had to go without boots and 
shoes. Therefore, the Government 
wisely gave the tanners authority to take 
from the local market any hides they re- 
quired, and at the market price. 

The Government would be well advised 
to seriously consider the price question 
as a whole, and to ascertain whether 
there are speculators lbusily profiteering. 
If such practices are going on the Go- 
vernment should possess power to deal in 


a thoroughly effective manner with the | 


























guilty parties. I am confi 
people would very quickly ‘ 
power if it were sought. I 
notice that the Prime Min 
Flughes), in a speech delivere . 
ban, and reported in to-day’s 
stated that he would be at the » 
tooth and claw when he ae 
lots of atts. but Ss never 
that is the trouble. » : 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—He | 
good at ape things. One_ ee: 


Senator NerpHam.—And_ to 
life-long enemies. 


ping the cat” ever since, 


Senator FAIRBAIRN. _No Ne 
it is the party opposite vi h 
‘“ whipping the cat.” | ih 

Senator GARDINER. —Take ! 


Hughes returns. 


Senator FATRBAIRN,. — 
senators opposite may say 


that has nothing to do with th 
ate subject of profiteering. | 
senators on this side are just as ¢ 
as those opposite to see that the 1 
get a fair deal; but we should ne 
out any one class of our prima 
ducers and make them ‘carry 
load. Any scheme which t 
ment may promulgate will hav 
very broad. Indeed, it canno 
fined to Australia. Take, for 
cotton goods. Those mate 
eee used for bees, the 





seuiee: ae ee 
modity to be imported and sol 
tralia as cheaply as possible. — 
can we control the price of cot 
the United States, which gov r 
markets of the world? Before t 
the quotation was under 6d., 

the price to-day is 213d. per Ib. ft 
cotton. How can we cont tre 


















































ted a> “world-wide - problem 
ould be dealt with by 
tions in — concert. Ltaly 


vias ata in that direction. 


ton other honorable Pe hed on 
when I say that we are as anxious 
honorable senators opposite to see 
ng prevented in this country. 
" MeDOUGALL (New South 


aa teers sexe Australia. 
Fairbairn said, it is not the ued 


‘Gardiner referred specifically to 
e@ of boots and shoes, but that is 


rt ation of leather, hides were 
a Heh as the heavens, and that 


Ee arovar ie hiked. “The | sae 
Bh is a scandal, but a 


| on odie to ee) up the prices 
wer they like. ‘There are beauti- 
ops in Sydney, and more are 
} one is led to. be- 
there is strong competition be- 
different retailers, when, as a 
“ot fact, most of these large estab- 

8 are. under the control of a huge 
« hich charges practically what 
Ii is an impossibility for any 
“man in this country to send his 


The eee of _ our — soldiers 


: pealing through the press for 


ce, and asking whether the 
nent cannot prevent the das- 
actions of the profiteers. The 
oT pee in the Renate to- day was 


ee of prone ee, We know 


_this question at the root. 


a gs in. suitable ‘eat when : 





SO 


Picea by the smdow of: a vers ae | 
has a family of five to support, Ane who 
asked me if I could not get something from 

the £1,000 given by General Pau in order — 
to pi archase boots for her children. I told — 
her that that was improbable, but said — 

I would ask a dare to \ ascertain 
what could be done. . This is surely per- 
missible, because the Government do not 
appear to be making any. attempt. to re- 
duce prices. It does not want pom is e 
and shot to blow these men off the face 
of the earth, but only prompt’ action-on 

the part of the Government. The Go- — 
vernment, should tell the profiteers that 
they will stock the Northern Territory with 

cattle, and produce the hides necessary 

for the manufacture of boots, and prices» 
would.come-down at once. The pro- 
fiteers know that they are behind the Go- 

vernment, and are the men who placed 

them in power. The profiteers’ found 
the money to support the Government fol- — 
lowers, and, naturally, the Government — 
are afraid to grapple with a great ques- | 
tion like this.. I hepe the Prime Minis- 
ter will carry out his threat and tackle 


bairn said that he did not single out any 
particular section of the community; we 


- do not want to do that, but we want to 


handle the whole lot... We have let the 
hide producers and leather merchants 


loose, and.they are influencing other pro- 


fiteers to rob thé people. It isa world- 
wide movement, and can we wonder — 
why there is crime, industrial unrest, dis: 
content, and strikes?’ We cannot wonder — 
at the people being in a state of revolu- © 
tion when steps are not taken by the Go- 
vernment to prevent high prices. 
we wonder why the Ped de rise and endea- — 
vour to get justice? Revolution must — 
come, but not such a revolution as we 
usually 


out of existence any Government or pro- 
perly constituted power that stands idly 


by without endeavouring to prevent ae X 


grievous. wrong... In Sydney there is ; 


beot manufacturer — a member of ie pare 


Australian Labour party, and who was — 


a representative of a working constitu- 


ency until he resigned—who endeavoured _ 
sell at reasonable prices to the. — 





Senator Fair- - 


Can ab 


know. where people arehanged and 
slaughtered, but one that means sweeping = 
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-eonsumer. His boots were marked “ all 
one Bene “Straight from manufacturer 
to wearer.’’ But now he is doomed, and 
has to give up because he cannot obtain 
a living, unless he falls into line with the 
Combine and buys his leather at their 
price. The Government should help 
men of that description. Instead 
of threatening profiteers the Govern- 
ment ‘should deal with them and 
bring them to. their senses. 
direction we can, see huge buildings 
being erected, and that could not be done 
unless manufacturers were making huge 

‘profits. Yesterday I went down the 


street to buy a shirt to keep me warm in. 


this ice-chest, and on selecting a suitable 
article was informed that the price was 
19s. 6d. Naturally I did not buy, but 
eventually purchased one at 12s. 6d., 

-which I suppose did not cost more than 
3s. 6d. to produce. 


according to the report. of the Inter- 
State Commission, they are only receiving 
a little more than before the war.-- ‘The 
manufacturers and the ‘‘ boodleiers ”’ 
chose who are making excessive profits, 
and instead of receiving, say, 10 per cent. 
profit, which is a fair return on capital, 
they are making 75 and 100 per cent. If 


they had not- watered their stock by in-- 


erasing the number of shareholders they 
would have made even 200 per cent. We 
have been told that we cannot constitu- 
tionally prevent profiteering. I have no 
respect for the mterpreters of our Con- 
stitution, because their rulings have only 
to. be taken to the Privy Council to be 
upset. Our Constitution was. not framed 
by the people of this country. It is merely 
a copy cf the American Constitution, 
which is over a hundred years old. 
The people of America would alter 


their Constitution if they had the 
power. JI am not appealing for those 
who smile and ‘sneer, but for those 


who have to suffer. Practically half of 
the people of Australia voted for an al- 
. teration of the Constitution, and the other 
~ half voted against it, but the minority 
has no redress... In France and Italy 
the | Government issued orders that 
prices were to be reduced to the 
people by 50 per cent., and that was im- 
mediately done. 
Senator McDougall. 
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will have to go without boots. — 
In every. 


for me on the hustings, but I want 


IT do not think the. 
profits are going to the retailers, because 


are... 


the people will support them. 


to keep body and soul together, 


diner was intended as an indict 


constitutional power was little. — 


Are they prepared to Senator Gardiner. 

































do that here? 
‘do not realize the seriousness apr he 
tion, but Ido, as I am brought - 
tact with poverty every day. 
ain living the people are faced w 
adversity, and have to assist one 
A day may come when we may ha 
to resort to “Prince Alberts,” ar 
only men and women, but little chi 


are working without them to-day. 
the Government say that this is to « 
tinue, and that they have not the Dp 
or’ the right to interfere se if th 


not, the seule Al be Lehind © aly 
ment. ‘This would be good platfo 


taken: immediately... I am at 
see that the dependants of soldiers 
bones are lying in Gallipoli and 1] 
get.a fair deal. Thé Governmen 

be game enough to-see that m 
have fought for their country hi 
oppor nay of dy sigh their f 


ceiving. I am not plant the M 
altogether, because he is doing 1 
can, but our constitutional* power 
limited that the Government get led 


ote is constitutional ‘or not, 


Government to go into the que 
not only boots and shoes, but, “as” 
Fairbairn said, of every other: art 
affects the cost. of living, and is re yu 


Senator MILLEN (New South V 
Minister for Repatriation) et 
far as the motion moved by & 


the Government, it is disposed of. 
mark of Santor MeDougall, y can 
didly admitted that’ the: Govern men: 


the first answer to the charge 
























































It.- -Colonel Oman Why 
not take. -the anaes Pore when 


oF “MILLEN. —On a ipee occa- 
en a Government, supported by 
ble senators opposite, proposed to- 
similar proposition to the people 
ountry, they, as well as senators 
de, agreed that ib was inoppor- 


L leaders in the State Parlia- 

nator. MILLEN he common agrec- 
was decided not to proceed fur- 
hat time. There is no one in 
Louse, or out of it, who expresses 
athy towards the profiteers, True 
any pathizers with -their victims are not 
ntlemen who go round offering 
‘a serious endeavour to try to 
nd and solve the problem. “It 
siest thing in the world to make 
es which appeal to those who - 


suffering, because one can 
yon their feelings, but the 
‘solve this problem, which 


a ex remely difficult and. 
: “not by. inciting people to 
2, but by analyzing the situation 
hether we can discover some 
dealing with it... Some~ re- 
as been made to the fact that 
rnment, having proceeded with 
mercial Activities Bill, could 
ded that measure so as to make 
other commodities than 
ol OS It is admitted TRY 


ver iment: in eee to. price ae 
negative | factor. But it is urged 
overnment do possess power in> 
as is shown by their introduc- 
pConmercial Activities Bill. 


iintionality of that measure rests en- 
ly upon the connexion between the 
- which | it covers on the. war 


rt O’Kerre they tiene the 
shall 


latform stuff,” Mt those who are 


high prices. 





cess titich oe Bill ; is sete Me cover. 


A Bill which enables us to complete con- 
tracts made in time of war is a vastly 
different thing from a measure seeking — 
to deal with all normal activities in time — 
of peace. Some legal gentlemen have 


- pointed out that the constitutionality of 


the Commercial Activities Bill will de- 
pend upon the Courts deciding that the 
period over which it is intended to 
operate is a reasonable one. They have 
pointed out thiat the more we extend — 


that period, the. more we shall call into © 
fer 


question the 
measure. ‘In. 


constitutionality of | 

the same way we 
imperil its validity if we 
erease the number 
are covered by it. It is not long since 
honorable senators on both sides of 
the chamber were clamouring for the re- 


peal of our War Precautions Act. With- 


out differentiating between — political — 
parties, there. was a unanimous demand 
~made in that direction. That demand 
came with great vehemence from the other 
side. Even: my colleague, Senator _ 
Pratten, demanded, in terms of indigna- _ 
tion, that we should immediately tear up 
that measure, because the Peace Treaty 
had been: signed. Yet now honorable 


senators come along and ask us to exercise — 
the authority given under that Act. 


Senator Garpiner.—Who asked that? 
- Senator MILLEN.—The members of — 


your own side. I repeat that a general — 


effort was made to influence the Govern-_ 
ment. to get rid of the War Precautions 


Act at the earliest possible moment. The 
Government promised to do so, and lave 


proceeded to give effect to their promise — 


as rapidly as possible. Regarding the 
‘rise in the price of leather, everybody — 
admits that that has occurred, not because 
of profiteering. activities here, but because 


of that sharp increase of price which has 
taken place in Europe consequent upon 


the condition which Senator Gardiner 
has described. Owing to the effects of 


five years.of war, the “supplies of leather | 


have become exhausted, and now that 
peace has been’ re-established, there 18 an 


‘intense demand for it, with necessarily . 
Senator Gardiner admits 


thiat. Australia then has to face the ques- 


‘tion of hee it yall sell its goods | in 3 


ee teas as 


of subjects which 
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the markets of the world, and get the 
benefit of these high prices, or whether ut 
will offer them at lower prices. Senator 
Gardiner’s contention is that some 


-middleman steps in and takes the profits: 
‘I would like him to say whether he in- 


sists that the producers of this country 
should sell their products for less than 
the world’s parity? 

Senator Ganprinzr.—l certainly say 
si ietinee of the kind. JI will-reply to the 


Minister for Repatriation at the peeee : 


time. 

Senator MILLEN.—How can the ont 
orable senator take advantage of the 
world’s parity ainless the prices. of these 
commodities are high in Australia? 

Senator McDoueasrr.—The producer 
does not get the benefit of those prices. 

Senator MILLEN.—Suppose that he 
does not. Whether the producer exports 
the hide or some middleman exports it, 
it will be sold in Europe at the world’s 


. parity, unless we compel its sale for less. 


Senator Garpiner.—Did the farmer 
get the world’s parity fot his wheat? 

Senator MILLEN.—LEither the honor- 
able senator wants the producer to get 
the full market value of his commodities 
or he does not. If he does, he cannot give 
him that full parity by reducing prices. 


We can, [ admit, eliminate the middle 


will not fesult in re- 
duced prices. Suppose that the pro- 
ducers did their own exporting, they 
would still get the world’s parity for 
their goods. There is only one way in 

wh we can prevent that, namely, by 
some parliamentary authority stepping 
in and saying to the producers, “‘ Whilst 
you can get £1 for an article éxported to 
Great Britain, you shall sell it here 
for 10s.” Whilst certain persons in our 
midst, during a transition period, may 
be reaping high profits, I refuse to 
believe that the producers will -long 
nllow their operations to be continued. 
We cannot secure to Australian con- 
sumers articles cheaper than the world’s 


man. But that 


parity unless we compel those who pro-- 


duce them to sell them for less. 

Senator Garprner.—Are our ‘wool- 
growers getting the world’s eae for 
their wool ? 
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they were mighty glad to get at 


24 tremely cumbersome and waste 


: sy article ey like foe ao 


| thoroughfare I dissuverue hee 


business of the whole three 0 


_Bormal) 


Senator MILLEN. _The : 
more than the world’s parity 
sold it. -If I sold my hone 
a horse for £10, and to-morro 
rose to £15, would he give me % 
£5? The eGo! bargain, when 
miade, was a pertegtly fair 7 
cause the world’s parity for wo 
ereased, our wl hon 
grievance. They sold: for. a 





























Had the market gone down, 
have abated their price? Ce 
But I have no desire to labour o 
Whilst [ have endeavoured to d 80, 
have been unable to discover any a 
securing to the Australian cor 
article at a lower price than t 
parity without penalizing ie pr 
All that we hear in regard to prof 
eit to the great. difference w i 


Fike and the price which the 
gots, arises, in my opinion, fre 


ot distribution. Honorabin an 
go to any suburb they choose 


it is Saeed 
multiplicity of hands throug 
passes. Hach of those hands 
living from it. .The most ef 
of cheapening commodities to h 
tralian consumer is by devising c 
system. of distribution. i 
Senator pr Larerm—By ¢o-ope 
- Senator MILLEN.—Oo-onerai 
merely between the producers 
but between the producers an 
sumers. It is positively 
to contemplate the  multip 
ite shops. which are to Pe fou 


tioners’ shops, two tea Mere 
greengrocers’ shops. | 
Senator Farrparen. 


o’clock, so. T did not look for thi 
one of those shops could car 















































tor MoDoucatt.—Come over here. 
: e\, MILLEN. — My honorable 
are not. directing their mental 
a solution of this problem along 
ines I have indicated. They are 
seeking to create a. belief. in the 
minds of the people that there is an 
orga: ta oer being made to fleece 


Meonvicad of many 
which upon investigation have 
wed to be either inevitable or not 
Eat, all. I have very. much 
hope that relief to the consumers 
» gained by aha aida our dis- 


ropose to pe dicaie see Cpe which 
“permit of the elimination of ‘the 
te ul poe which at present obtains. 
tor Mutcany.—That means, to 
Ere. an extension of. the Socia- 
inciple. 

tor MILLEN —It is necessary for 
norable senator to define what he > 
i  Soeialistic.” id a number of 


hich they ean de heuer that way 
con do- a Sr eee T do not 
at. Socialism is 
lly. lee as a movement to 
individual effort. That which, 
th done collectively, is done to 
pe effort, is not 


tia ante fee We are 
“ enormous burden. of debt. 


| out Pacmidine the people of the 
necessity for stimulating produc- 
in order to enable us to carry that 
_ We shall not help ourselves to 
it if we deprive our producers of 
ll value of the market which is 
to them, or if we adopt the al- 
ie attitude of selling our supplies 
ad for less than the world is willing 
for them, , in order that we may 


than at b pres obtain. Tt is of 


the utmost borane to. the Ce 
wealth that the prices of our ae 
products should be high. Every increase 
that we get for our wool, our leather, — 
our meat, or our metals means so much. 
additional wealth coming into Australia. — 
Do honorable senators wish to stop that? — 
Yet that is the effect of what they. are 
advocating, unless they are going to 
‘say. to the producers, “You shall sell 
your commodities in Australia at a fixed 
price, and the surplus you may Seu 
and get whatever price you can for ib,’” 

Senator McoDovears —There is ate 
other remedy, namely, to increase wages, 

Senator MILLEN. — Increased wages — 
will not make the price of boots in Esai 
shops any cheaper. 

Senator Baxuar.—Where sbiall we got 


the money with which to pay high WREST. a 


it we do not export? 

Senator MILLEN.—I am not now de 
‘cussing the question of the distribution 
of the article produced... I am endea- 


vouring to show that Australia, carrying, — 


as she does, this enormous burden of 
debt, must be very careful indeed of any 
steps she may take which are likely to, 

affect the amount of money she recelyes 
for the produce which she sends abroad. 
That is only applying to the nation the 
same principle as we adopt for ourselves, 
I admit that the position to-day is such 
that unless a remedy be found for it, or 
unless it eases up naturally, we shall be 
called upon to face a crisis. 

Senator Grant.—You will get it, too. 

Senator MILLEN.—I admit that, and 
It admit also the sinister suggestion con- 
tained in the interjection by Senator 
Grant, and thoroughly understand it. 
But that is not the way to solve the diffi 
culty, ~ 

Senator Grant.—I know how ‘to ieahes: 


_ it, and so does the honorable senator. 


Senator MILLEN.—I apologize to the 
Senate if I have unconsciously put a 
thought into the mind of Senator Grant — 
as a result of which he will inflict another 
land-tax oration upon honorable senators. 
This matter is too serious and. complica- ) 


ted to be dealt with by mere generalities, 
and honorablé senators who content them- ip 


selves with general accusations and do not — 
direct their minds to an honest endeavour ae 
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to solve the problem are not helping the 


victims of profiteering or the country it- 
self. 

Senator NEEDHAM (Western Aus- 
tralia) [12.17].—Senator Millen’s con- 
cluding remarks were very interesting, 
and pertinent to the subject under dis- 
cussion. He says that it is the duty of 
Australia, in order that we may meet our 
sreat war debt, to add to the wealth of 
the country by exporting its products. 
That is a very sound policy, but what I 


am amazed at is that producers in this” 


rich Australia of ours are exporting their 
products to other parts of the world and 
selling them there at a lower price than 
is charged to the local consumer. That 
applies not only to leather, hides, and 
footwear, but also to meat. If I may be 
pardoned for a brief reference to meat, I 
may say that, although we raise the meat 
here in Australia, it is being sold in Lon- 
don much more cheaply than to the local 
consumer in Australia. 

Senator Municany.—Is the honorable 
senator speaking of the retail prices in 
both places ? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I am speaking 
of the retail prices. My statement is 
open to investigation, and it is a fact. 

Senator Prarten.—I think that the 
honorable senator has been misinformed. 

Senator Muncany.—What is the price 
of meat in London ? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I -can tell the 
honorable senator that, meat for which 
people are paying ls. 3d. per Ib. in Mel- 
bourne is being sold in London for 53d. 
per lb. 

Senator PRratTeN.—That is a grossly 
inaccurate statement. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—TI repeat it, and 
the statement is correct. - In Australia 
we raise the cattle, tan the hides, and 
make the boots, and, strange to say, we 
are paying more for boots to-day than is 
paid for them in many other parts of the 
world. 

Senator Muncany.—We pay higher 
wages for making them. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I admit that, 
but that does not account for the disparity 
between the price of leather here and 
elsewhere. An embargo was’ placed on the 
export of leather some time ago by the 
Government. During the operation of 
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- charged here for leather and for boots. — 





(Eee 


that embargo the price of piotee pos A 
higher, in my opinion, than it should 
have been, but immediately the embargo 
was lifted the price of *boots rapidly rose 
still higher. I should like to add thab- 
the leather -that is being. used in®Aus-— 
tralia is not .the best that Australia pro- 
duces. I speak as a father of a family, — 
and I know that it costs 4s. 9d. for half- — 
soling the boots worn by a boy of mine, 
nine years of age. Those half-soles are 
worn outin about a fortnight. How is it 
possible for the father of five or six chil- 
dren, receiving £3 a week, to pay such 
prices? We know how children wear out 
their boots, and while, if the leather sup- 
plied were of good quality, the position 
here would not. be so bad, the fact is that . 
the leather retained here is inferior, 
and the best leather produced in this 
country is sent abroad and is there sold 
at a lower price than is charged for — 
leather of an inferior quality sold in Aus- ule 
tralia. en 
Senator Mutcany.—That is a difaeulé 
statement to swallow. The honorable 
senator says that we are sending away 
our best leather and selling it abroad ab 
a. lower price than is obtained for inferior ~—_ 
leather here. That is an astounding. ane 
statement. eae 
Senator NEEDHAM.—If Senator Mul- he 
cahy is astounded by my statement, IT in- __ 
vite him to disprove it. I believe thab =. > 
the embargo on the exvort of leather 
should be reimposed. If it were, it would) —~ 
lead to some: reduction in the prices — ‘ 


A remarkable thing in connexion he Ga 
profiteering is that the first thing the Go- 
vernment did when the Armistice was de 
clared was to abolish their price-fixmg 
under the War Precautions Act, and the 
last thing they did was to remove the re- 
strictions on liberty and freedom of 
speech. A certain amount of censorship pe 
still exists. Ever since the price-fiximg 
regulations were abolished, the prices aL iy 
various commodities have been soaring up 
day after day. We have been informed — tae 
through the press that, on his return, the | 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) is going to 
fight the Bolsheviks and profiteers. Sena- 
tor Gardiner has made a reference to thé t 


; ma 
meaning of ‘‘ Bolshevism,’’ and I think oe a 
we know Phe well what the word means, — og 
he 
ws aie 

| a Gh = 

y i eg 
z ir Pe 
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2 ns the parte on this. side. in a 
ae ng way. If there are Bolshe- 
n this 


ory opposite and of the 


ait 
tho 





ee a ae it. 
Bolsheviks within the meaning of the 
as. used by the Prime Minister and 
who support him. 


ere: is a win “g pee this matter of 


th. “ald and I say that the Govern- 
us should at once sober to the pole 


i 


ae te dias tes Parliament the 


ar Precautions Act. 


pis NEEDHAM. — Ags Senator 


: arene — This. Parl atient 
1 Ware Precautions a eee 


r NEEDHAM.—The War eee 
Act abolished this Parliament, 


Peeters, 
a certain way. We are now in- 
ue the exercise of those arbitrary 
for the fixing of the prices of: cer- 
products. As Senator Gardiner has 
ady contended, if they have the power 
fix the price of sugar and butter, they 
also fix the prices of other commodi- 
OS. ate isa poor consolation toi the akg 





| ieee he have fe go " parefobbad to school ae 


Cerne they are the sup- 


ing peeeeee _to- may 


They are the - question about the price of bread 
reply he obtained was not very consoling 


to the people of this country, although it 


‘buy it here. | 
brought under my notice that men and 


‘the hungr y who are here. 
a oe time, we > had the power to: pass 


iby we now. ‘were 





to-day to be told that they may be helped 


when we have altered the Constitution. 


The Government can act in this matter 
of the regulation of prices if they desire 
to do so, In my opinion, they do not de- 
sire to do so. bee 
Senator Bakhap this morning asked : 
The 


was no doubt entirely satisfactory to him- 
self. . He was informed that, according 
to statisticol records, bread is dearer in — 
other countries than it is here. 


of children in Australia who cannot pro- 

cure sufficient bread for them because of 

the high price charged for it. | 
Senator Baknar.—They have a poor 


chance to get it anywhere else if Leak 


cannot buy it here. 
Senator NEEDHAM. they 3 Supt 


From day to day it is — 


women here in Melbourne, at the Seat of 
the Government of the Commonwaaleee 
though in continuous employment, cannot 
buy sufficient bread for their children be-. 


. cause of the high price charged for it. 


It is no consolation to these parents to be 
told that bread is dearer beyond the seas — 
than it is here. That will not feed 

It is well that this matter has” been 
brought before the Senate by Senator 
Gardiner in order that the people may be 


_ given some idea as to what should be done 


to save them from the profiteer. If the 
Government would re-impose the embargo 


‘on the exportation of leather that would © 


help considerably to secure cheaper boots 
for the people:  —_ 
Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [12. 29). 


—-When I entered the Senate chamber 


this morning I did not anticipate that the 


matter now under discussion would be a ~ 


subject of debate. For some time past it 


“has been my intention, when a suitable 


opportunity offered, to speak on this ques- 
tion of prices, which ‘is so agitating the 
minds of many people. 
ing, what has been evident to me for 
some time past, that this cry about 
profiteering is going to be used by certain — 


peeve in this enon’: Breet ee Sa : 





That is © 
no consolation to the fathers or mothers 


‘I find this morn- 
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_party, and, in fact, is going to be ad- 
vanced as an argument for an attack 
upon the Federal Constitution. 

Senator O’Krrrz.—Do you regard the 
Constitution as sacred ? 

Senator BAKHAP.—It is not abso- 
lutely sacrosanct; but I am going to do 
what I can to prevent unnecessary and 
superabundant powers bemg conferred 
upon this Parliament. 

-In discussing a matter such ag this 
world-w#tle rise in’ prices, let me say that 
ib is essential for the prestige and dignity 
of a responsible Parliament, 
senting what is supposed to be one of 
the best educated. Democracies .in the 
world, that we should not indulge in 
fustian : that this subject, which has em- 
ployed the energies of some of the ablest 
economic minds in the world—minds well 
disposed to the ideals of Democracy— 
should be considered by our politicians, 

who ought to be practical philosophers, 
without - tearing, passion to tatters. There 
is a tendency to ignore the operations of 
fundamental economic laws, and to con- 
fuse them with the exceptional and 0¢- 
casional avarice of individuals, which 
can always be found in every community 
because of the vagaries of human nature, 
but which, even though we may acknow- 
ledge its existence, constitutes but a very 
small factor in this wofld-wide rise in 
prices. 1 am not one of those who honour 
avarice, but it is desirable, in the interests 
of the nation, to encourage thrift. I do 
not think that honour should be paid to a 
person because of his. wealth; if the 
possession of that wealth be not actom- 


panied by other qualities, which humanity | 


for ages past has agreed to honour. 

ii may say sO, without arrogance and 
egotism, "ae hope to discuss this sub- 
ject without passion, but with -a 
recognition of those economic and in- 
dustrial forces which are operating 
throughout the world. It seems to me 
that; when senators ask the Govern- 
ment to do this and that to bring 
down the price of commodities, they are 
ignoring certain economic factors which, 
as I have said, the very best men in the 
world have apreed to regard as highly 
important In the first place, articles of 
prime necessity, produced in Australia, 
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repre=; 


some figures 















can be sold, without ‘exception, 0 
the Commonwealth, at a profit, 
beyond all doubt that local prices ; 
higher than elsewhere. Butter, gS 
there is a superfluity in produgllarle fae Bo 
be sold most profitably in outside mar- 
kets. Wheat, flour, and wool, cheese and Seat | 
meat can be similarly disposed of. In 

normal times our harvests are so bo 
ful that it is necessary to export at 
one-half of the wheat produced im 

tralia. All articles of prime mnece 
can -be° marketed to advanta The ear 
markets of the Old World as tage as te 
older world of Asia. This being so, does) 
it not follow, and is it not plain to ever evel 
one, that prices in Australia are not 
abnormally high, and that the.situati 
here must be considered in its relation ~~ 
to world-wide increases in all comiaoda pie oe 
This movement has been going on for a ate i 
very long time. Let us recognise tha 
this rise in the price of commodities is” 
one of the results that might have ‘been 
expected from the withdrawal of about 
20,000,000 of the world’s very best. and- 
most vigorous manhood from productive” 
enterprises to engage in warfare for about 
four years. Does not this fact lead any 
ordinary mind to the supposition that” 
commodities are not at the present time” 
in such abundance as they were bef re 
the war, and that necessarily prices 1 ust 
rise ? International trade is of Bes h- 




































any one country must be* reiterteal in th 
country of production. Have we forgotten: 
also that paper money has been issued to 
the extent of hundreds of ‘millions _ vf 
pounds in every civilized, and, indeed; 
in every partially civilized country? 


learned from the cable news the other! Bee sie 


that the British Government had . tone a 
creased the circulation of ey AO ss 
the extent of £260,000,000, and I, have 
relating to. paper eur 

rency taken from an important Fren¢ 
publication. -I did not expect to tak 
part in this debate, and so I must tramg= y 
late the information as briefly. “a8 ag Ite 
can. I find that on the Ist January, ee 


-1914, there was in circulation in France” 


Six milliards in bank notes and four ~ 
milliards in gold. To-day , there is 
a circulation of 33 milliards in notes. £ © i 
have even seen French bank notes of the 
































5 faites nee a1d.) in the 
ane soldiers in Tasmania. 


s, of the value of one mark. 
i Treasury notes of the value 
have been issued, and I 
cheard’ that notes were issued 
‘to the value of. 2s. 6d. In Russia, 

a Tecent aa bank notes have 


sideration at all in Anetra” “With 
remendous volume of paper money 
mn upon the sot de and with 


eS tution, might we not expect that 
m odities should increase in ae ae Is 


ve the Fparettil attention of “every 
yolitician who, if he is worth anything 

t ‘capacity, should be an Scone T 
would like to say a few words about 
titer, cheese, meat, hides, and tin. I 
ve some knowledge of what are 

arded as cheap-labour countries, and 
‘remind honorable senators that in 
, Where there is a population of 
10,000,000—some people say 400,000,000 
ere 18 a very vigorous peasantry. 
eps the best nourished in the world, 


er. In that chess labour country 
rice of pork, fowls, and bacon 1s 
‘than in’ Australia. Im China, no 
illionaire combinations have been 
ing for years to bring about a rise 
fices as is alleged in other coun- 
‘and accompanying this movement 
2 has, too, been a rise In wages. 
this is going on in a country which, 
recently, had no relation with the com- 
I systems of other nations. which 
e undergoing the same experience. 
then, can anyone, with a knowledge 





ask the Government. to hn something 
quivalent to an attempt to dam the 
waters of the Atlantic with a mop? 
900,00 less than the ea of those 


“round he said to them— 


of the intricacies.of these laws, get up and. 





& aeaee: eee eae ih mesh 
ee A ae 
i . is Aveust, 1919.] 


from production for. eee years to 
engage in war will bring about a fall in 


prices . 


I intend now to say somthing’ about 
our local prices for bread, butter, cheese, 
and meat. In another place a recently- 
elected member of the farming com- 
munity, whose speech might well be 
perused by honorable senators, voiced 
the views of the _ primary producers 


‘and showed, beyond all doubt, that people — 


engaged in dairying in- Victoria ab the — 

present time were not receiving 9d. per — 

hour for their labour, Do honorable 
senators who are clamouring about the 
price of commodities desire a return to 
the times when our farmers got 6d. per 
lb. for their butter? Go on the land! 

Yes, go on the land, and produce com- 
modities at these prices for people who 
live in the congested cities of this country. 
Is that what honorable senators want? 


- Bread is cheaper in this country than in 


any other. What do honorable senators © 


want? 

Senator GARDINER. We want te see 
bread down to 3d. per 2-lb. loaf. coe 
Senator BAKHAP.—I would like to 
give honorable senators some information — 
about the lives of some people who are. 
on the land. The other day I met 
an old friend of mine who, like my- 
self, had been a miner and adventurer in 
many places. Over a friendly drink we 
were discussing the high prices of com-— 
modities here, and I alluded-to the fact ~ 
that butter was 2s. per, lb.. He said he 
was surprised it was not 4s., and told 
me of a mutual friend’s experience in 
the dairying industry. He said that 
our friend had bought 25 dairy cows 
and engaged a certain number of 
men to help him in connexion with the 
business. When Christmas time came 
‘* T suppose you | 
are off to the sports at the township.’’ 


They replied that they were, whereupon he 


expressed the hope that they would havea — 
good time. ‘“‘But,’’ he added, ‘“‘he sure 
and come back to-night to milk the cows.” 
They then informed him that they 


were off .for a week’s holiday. Natur- a 


ally he resented’ this intimation, be- 
cause, as he pointed out, he could nov 
attend to the milking himself. singles 
handed. One word led to sae vot Meolie 
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the result, finally, that they told him 
they were not going to milk his cattl 

oa that he could emigrate to Bulgaria or} 
some equally unpleasant and inhospitable 


country. This gentleman; of course,’ 
went out of the dairy business. I know 
another friend who combined ~ the 


business of dairying with that of hotel- 
keeping in a mining district. His wife 
ran the hotel in the day-time. He had 
exactly the same experience. In his case 
the men went away for a fortnight, and 
told him he could do what he liked; they 
did not care whether his cows were steam 
engines or not, and this, notwithstanding 
that he offered a fortnight’s holiday, on 
full pay, at the end of the milking 
season. This man also. does not see 
much that is. attractive in the dairy- 
ing industry. And I might go on to point 
out that the butter factory in that dis- 
trict, at which formerly 73 tors of cream 
per’ month was delivered, now gets less 
than 3 tons. In the face of these experi- 
ences, naturally my friend expressed sur- 
prise that the price of butter was not 4s. 
per lb. The only people who find this 
occupation at all profitable are the men 
with wives and children, who have some 
sort of family or co- operative interest in 
“the business. They stick together and 
they get on very well, doing somewhat 
better now than’ fifteen or twenty years 
ago. : 

The PRESIDENT.—The 


senator’s time has expired. 


honorable 


Senator O'KEEFE (Tasmania) [12. 44], 


the - admission 
during. the 
“that the in- 


—I was glad to have 

from Senator Fairbairn, 
course of this. debate, 

crease in the prices of the neces- 
saries of life is responsible for all 
the industrial discontent at present exist- 
ing in this country. No statement made 
on this side of the Senate has been 
stronger than that, and I. welcome it be- 
eause I believe it to be true—coming 
from such a source. The remarks of 
Senator Millen were interesting, but he 
cleverly evaded the real point at issue. 
It is incontrovertible that, immediately 
the Government raised the prohibition 
upon the. exportation of hides, up went 
the price of leather, and the people had 
to pay from 25 per cent. to 50 per cent. 
more for their shoes and boots. Do the 
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Government regard ‘themselves. as power-— 
less to keep down the constant increase 
in the prices of our daily necessaries? 
The Government were actually respon- ee 
sible for the recent rise in the price of 
shoes, and they should not forget that the — 

price at the time was quite 50 per cent. 

above the quotations ruling prior to the — 

war. The embargo on the exportation of — 
leather was lifted on 14th May last. 

That followed: a conference between’ 
primary producers, the meat companies, 
hide. brokers, and tanners. Immediately — 
the country was over-run with American 
and overseas buyers. The pre-war price poe : 
of sole leather, taking July, 1914, asa = 


basis, was 14d. to 16d. per Ib. The price oe 


fixed by the Federal Government in 1917 
was 21d. per Ib. -The present price is — 
from 24d. to 30d., and still the figure is 
soaring. Since Senator Millen. has iby ae 
vited suggestions, which he said would be 
welcome if they were likely to have any — 
effect on exorbitant prices, I submit this — 
practical proposal, namely, that the Go-- a s K . 
vernment re-impose the embargo on the er 
export of leather and hides, except at a | 
certain figure. Until the people of Ane 2 ay a a 
tralia can secure boot leather at some- ~ e - 
thing like reasonable cost the Government 

will be justified in continuing that em- ms 
bargo. Senator Mullen admitted that — 
profiteering was going on in our midst, 
and he agreed that it was due chiefly to reas ee 
the middleman. Surely something can ieee 
be done to put a limit on his operations. 
There is an enormous margin between the = fe = : 
price paid to the producer for his hides 
and the cost to the consumer for the a , : 
finished article, The middleman gets it. hee ie 
Senator Millen says, however, ‘that the - i 
Government have not the necessary Pe 
power. What will be the nature of his 
reply when the Minister is asked how far 2 
he is prepared to go im recommending 
that the people grant the Federal Go- — ps 
vernment increased powers under the | 
Constitution? In connexion with the ; 
Commercial Activities Bill the Govern-— oi a ‘a 
ment propose to extend the ‘powers — NOR #8 
granted them under the War Precautions — 3 
regulations, but in relation only to rea 
produce, sugar, wool and flax. 


Senator Russriu.—It igs not thee : 
articles ‘about which we are concerned, neh 
but the completion of contracts. 
















; Piha se ie of those ie 
No doubt, ae will be Senator 


Me Prime. Minister Mts Hughes) 
to Australia an interesting posi- 
tion will arise. He has Pnneunced his 
intention to fight with tooth and claw 
relentlessly to the end the Bolsheviks and 
fiteers. How is he going to fight 
hd a farce it is! 


a ‘the Eesder of this Govecu: 
, in ‘the: Senate Sue “Millen) 


to ss ie echt ues: 


Neither will bring eotent 
2 ees ' What the public would pre- 
‘hear is just how far the Govern- 
are prepared to go in extending 
oa authority during that diffi 


i The various State Go- 
nts, with. one accord, seek to shift 
. for ‘inaction on to tis shoulders of 


oy ederal authorities; and the Com- 
nwealth Government, ‘in their turn, 
cur to thrust the responsibility 


to the States. Each authority 
bind. the other. Dia? 

x Russert.—The Acting Prime 
_(Mr.- Watt) stated definitely 
ut. the Government had not the neces- 


a 


ae power? Cannot ae 


some oer hae Saad Even if ae ey. 


: ice as not. iegally othe power, i am con- 
vinced that the people would be willing 
to acquiesce in the Government straining 
the Constitution somewhat in éheir efforts 
to grapple with the problem of a ee ; 


in 


Senator Russeri.—Rabbit skins ‘are! 


worth about 10d. to-day. Would the 


honorable senator use the War Precau-_ 
tions Act to bring the price down to pre- — 
‘war figures ? < 

Senator O’KEEFE.—We do not eat 
rabbit skins, and I shall not discuss the ~ 


subject. I arn interested just now in the 
cost of the people’s foodstuffs, 3 
Government, together with their sup- 
porters, go with me so far as to admit 
that Australia is facing a crisis. 


no power. 


Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
[12.59].—The Senate must be 
grateful to Sanit Gardiner for haying - 
It is evident, how- | 
ever, that those who howl the loudest | 
about profiteering have given the subject _ 
‘Senator Gardiner 


tralia) 


initiated this debate. 


the least attention. 
should have known better than to reply 


as he did to an interjection of mine re- — 


lating to the wheat industry. His re- 
sponse showed that he had given no at- 
tention to the subject. 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.30 p. m. | 
DE. LARGTE ee do. ‘not 


_Senator : 
cate _that. a senator should — chen: 


famihar with the details of every in- 
dustry in Australia, but it is his duty to 
have some knowledge of what 


tralia—the wheat industry. Senator 
Gardiner evidently is not aware that the | 


wheat industry is the most sweated in-— 
‘dustry we have in the country. He is 
actually advocating a policy which, if 


put into practice, would really accen- 
tuate the conditions 

man should deplore. 
to consider. the price of bread 
and wheat in Australia during — re- 


Sena- 
tor Gardiner referred aa the condition of 
the wheat, and the manner in which it 
has been ‘attacked by mice and weevil, 


but these conditions have been Fie 


about solely. wine to - the absence — Bh 

















































and the. 


Ye. 
the Government reiterate that they have 


every fair-minded — 
We have only 


is un- 
doubtedly the oreatest industry of Aus- — 


“ers 


“cent years to understand the true mean- 
ing of further reducing the price. 
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shipping facilities. If we were to reduce 
the price of bread, who would lose by it? 
The losers would be those who, by the 
sweat of tlfteir brow, are carrying on this. 
great industry. Does he think that the 
workers in the wheat industry should. be 
sweated to provide cheap bread for the 
men in the city who are in receipt of 
from 50 to 100 per cent, higher wages 
fhan the rural worker? It would be dis- 
eraceiil if anything were jdone in the 
direction Senator Gardiner suggests. I 
do not intend to speak by and large, but 


to give actual facts of prices obtaining — 


in Australia. 'The price of wheat in Aus- 
tralia is fairly well known, but it is not 
generally realized that during the war 
Australian wheat has been sold at the 
lowest price of any farm product,in the 
world. In America; the producer has. 
been getting 9s. 2d. per bushel for his 
wheat, whilst our farmers have been re- 
eelving a miserable pittance of 4s. per 
bushel. 

Senator Baxuar.—tIn other words, the 
farmer has been making a‘big loan to the 
Empire. 

Senator DE LARGIE.—In days of 
prosperity, when other workers were 
doing fairly well, the farmers of Aus- 
tralia were grinding away at low rates of 


wages. I have obtained from the Go- 
vyernment Statist some figures show- 
ing the variations of the price of> 


read in Australia. In spite of the rea- 
sonable bread prices ruling during recent 
years, we find men in this Senate deplor- 
ing the cost of the necessaries of life. 
Senator O’Keefe made such a statement, 
and when I asked him what particular line 
he was referring to, he did not reply. 1 
ask him to realize the conditions of the 
men who are employed in producing 
bread, meat, sugar, butter, and milk, and, 
at the same time, to consider the price 
of those articles to see whether there 
is anything unfair in what they re- 
ceive. With the exception of the 
‘sugar, decent wages are not paid 
to any of the men responsible for raising 
those products, On the whole, the middle- 
men have little to do with the price of the 
articles I have referred to, which are all 
necessaries of life. The middleman does 
not affect the price of sugar, and, 


a 
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used only as an illustration, be 


ment of the House was moved 


* (atmaly 


although the wages paid in 
are fairly high, the retail price 
commodity is only 3$d. per 
getting the cheapest sugar in the 
the dairying industry, the men 
long hors for 365 days in the ; 
if honorable senators really ‘wa 
facts they will find them in ‘the re 
of the Inter-State Commission, whe 
very vivid picture is drawn of th 
dation that exists amongst*t 
handle milk. What - does 
Gardiner propose doing to imy 
conditions of these workers? What « 
Senator O’ Keefe suggest a : 
tion of prices and more swoating fOr 
who work on cow farms? | 
Senator O’Kezrn.—t did “not” 
time to make suggestions. is 
Senator DE LARGIE. You 
great care not to; you side-steppet 
Senator O’Kunrn—You took ¢ 
cut into: my fifteen minutes. 

























The PRESIDEN Tt tha 


standing order is definite. “The E 

with a specific subject, and the 
must be relevant. The question x 
the price of hides, leather, boo 
Noes and the Gene must be on { 


ihinteate my duoaniene eee 
the figures of the Government Sta’ 
price of bread in Australia, 1 
before the war, was, for a 2-lb. loa 
in 1914, it was the same; and in 
was raised to 44d. That was iy: 
a Labour Government was in 
When Senator Gardiner was a J 
prices reached their highest point 
he do anything to prevent profi 
Absolutely nothing! In 1916, 
was reduced to 34d.; and im = 
1918 it was the same, th ] 


s = at oo 
ware os 
i gF i gt 
at toe 
teres at aes 8 

































eed by sweated labour. — 
sated labourers are -the wheat-growers 
Australia, and they are the men whose 
mditions Senator Gardiner should en- 
our to improve. But, apparently, 
ae ould degrade them ~ still more. 
r three years 
anything- from Senator 
ham but mice and weevil. He 
in favour of the wheat being 
ally given away to enable the 
Je to get.cheap bread. Let him go 
9 Our principal agricultural communi- 
3 and see the men who are sweating at 
aeir work for twelve and thirteen hours 
day for seven days a week, living im 





ble thovels and wearing ragged 
es, and then see if he will ery out 


7 


| the people to make such. state- 
ts. If they knew the actual condi- 
isting In our.»rural industries; 


would be ashamed to open their 


Tf Senator Needham does not 


tern Australia, then he has been 
ing his duty as a public man. 

Senator Garpmver.—You do not waint 
ap bread ? Petes 

tor DE LARGIE.—I do not want 
ig of any kind. 

' Senator Nezpuam.—tt is leather we 
re talking about. = 

_ tor DE LARGIE.—If leather is 
to be cheap, we must have cheap beasts 


morable senators opposite ever sug- 
iat the articles produced by town 
should be cheaper? Does Mr. 
ever talk about cheap hats? We 
aust consider the cost of articles other 
than bread. Honorable senators opposite 
do not want to reduce the wages of the 
workers, but they want them to 
‘ cheap articles produced ‘by other 


who are doing the pioneering work 
is country, and living like hermits, 
ould be asked to produce cheap. bread 
r such men as Senator Needham, Sena- 
r Gardiner, and their supporters. If 


~~ - 


we could - 


‘sider it m all its phases. 


which the hides can be taken. Do 


1. It is disgraceful to suggest that 
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there are poor and needy in our midst . 
who cannot purchase the necessaries of — 
life, it should be the duty of the Govern- 
ment to give subsidies to allow them 

to get them at a lower figure. We should — 
nol uave food produced by one section of — 
the community at a cheap rate at the 
expense of another section, but that, un-— 
Wate; 


CHALE 
‘ey 
UL 


‘douviedly, is the; attitude favoured ws pee 
< . 


Needham, Senator O’Keefe, and 
nator Gardiner. a 
Senator Nrrpram.—We do not eat — 
leather. : ne 


Senctor Di LARGIE.—No; but wie y 


Bs] 


x 
Z 
+ 


use iv. 1? there has been. any undue infla- 


tion of ."e price of leather, we are quite 


prepared to deal with it; but I am refer- 


ring more ~particularly to the phase of the. 
question mentioned by Senator Gardiner 
and Senator Needham. I know pro- 
fiteering i3 going on in the community; 
but I-held that profiteering is not con- 
fined solely to the middleman and the 
imanur.cturer, as there is profiteering in 
weges, to some extent, in this country, 
Wihy should the farm labourer work for — 

vs. a day when the town labourer is re- 
ceiving 13s. per day? ‘These are facts © 
that cannot be ignored; and if we are 
going to stop profiteering, let us con- 


The -PRESIDENT.—Order! The 
honorable senator’s time has expired. = 
Senator PARNES (Victoria) [9.44] — 
I have ‘listened to the debate on this 
matter with much interest, because I do 
not think Parliament could discuss a 
question that is of more importance to 
the whole of Australia than is this one, — 
The question is not confined to Australia — 
only,.‘but is a world-wide one. ‘“Hon- 
orable senators opposite have said that 
‘we in Australia are not suffering to the 


extent that people are suffering in other 


parts of the world. 
denied that we are suffering from — 
profiteering. I agree with the Minister 
for Repatriation (Senator / Millen), that . 
the best thought of the community should 
be devoted to discovering a remedy for 
the existing state of things. The respon- 


Yet it cannot be 


sibility for it must attach somewhere; — 
and if we commence by sheeting home 
that responsibility to the proper quarter, 
we shall, at least, have taken one step 


= 
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towards relieving the sufferings of the 
consumers. I have a vivid recollection of 
a time, prior to the war, when some very 
talented gentlemen. opposite travelled the 
length and breadth of Australia, telling 
the electors that they should not take to 
themselves certain necessary powers under 
our Constitution—powers that were essen- 
tial to adequately protect them from the 
very evils under which they are labouring 
to-day. Senator Bakhap, in his contribu- 
tion to the debate this morning, charged 
honorable senators on«this side of the 
chamber with a desire to wreck the Con- 
stitution of the Commonwealth. I will 
plead guilty to a desire to wreck it to the 
extent of giving the people power_to pro- 
tect themselves from imposition. 

Senator BAKHAP.—We are not going to 
give the honorable senator power to in- 
terfere with our internal trade, and per- 
haps to wreck it. 

Senator BARNES.—I am one of those 
who believe that the people should have 
absolute power to give expression to their 
views through their parliamentary repre- 
sentatives. It is a stupid thing for us 
to be governed in the way that we are 
being governed to-day. When Senator 
Gardiner charged the Government with 
neglect this morning, the reply of Sena- 
tor Millen was, ‘‘ You know very well 
that we would like to remedy this evil, 
but we have no power to do so.” The 
Government say they are powerless to 


remedy the existing condition of 
things, and we know that — they 
are, Hverybody is concerned about 
the evil of profiteering, and _ every- 


body has a remedy of his own. I know 
that, economically, many of those reme- 
dies are unsound. But the responsibility 
attaching to thig evil must be placed upon 
the right shoulders—that is to say, upon 
the shoulders of the Government of this 
eountry; but for them, there would have 
heen no restrictions imposed on the powers 
of this Parliament. 


Senator Muntcany.—Does the honorable 


senator believe in the referendum ? 
Senator BARNES.—TI shall not shirk 
my task of saddling the people with a fair 
measure of responsibility, as well. But 
we foresaw the difficulties with which we 
are now confronted, and honestly at- 
tempted to remedy them. We told the 
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electors of Australia that. they should — 


take to themselves sufficlent power to — 


enable them to give expression to their 
desires in a legitimate way. But what — 


did honorable senators opposite do? They 


stumped the country from one end to the 


other; they made. use of all the elements” 


which are being used by the profiteers — 


to-day, to mislead the electors and to in- 
duce them to restrict their own powers. 


De * 


\ 


Fancy a sane people imposing restrictions — aA 


upon themselves. 
man who cannot take three or four drinks 


It reminds me of a — 


and recognise that he has had enough, 


but who.-must go the whole hog, and — 


whose only remedy for his drunkenness is 


Berti Oe 


to sign the pledge and write his name im 
a Bible, in the firm belief that these 


things will save him. The electors had 


the power to prevent the operations of © 
the profiteer, and they refused to exer- 


a 


Consequently, they are respon- — 


cise it. 


> 


+ 


sible for the high prices which we are ~~ 


paying for our commodities to-day. . 


Aesee 
good deal has been said by Senator de ~ 
Largie about the farmers of this country, — 


ee 


He has affirmed that we desire to see the 


primary producer getting the very least — 


that is possible for the work that he ~~ 


does. 


I do not believe, for a moment, — 


rey eae Tt 


that any honorable senator wishes to see 


the farmer working for anything but a — 


reasonable return for his enterprise. But 


honorable senators opposite, who loudly — 
proclaim their desire to help the wheat- ~ 
grower, were responsible for allowing the ~ 


ae vee! 
Ae 


profiteers to fleece him of £150,000 dur- 
ing the past three or four months in con- 


nexion with the sale of bags. 


aa eae 


Fes Si 


The Gow 2) 


vernment purchased. those bags for 5s.9 


6d. per dozen and sold them to a man — 
The Government: ~~ 


who-was not a farmer. 


knew perfectly well that as soon as this 


yis4 


Ri 


Rial, sa 
aS. bd 


Yeo 


individual got the 30,000 bales of bags 


he would sell them to the producers at a ; 
It is stated, = 


very much increased cost. 


74 ey 
ry ia ? 
ev ay $ 


on the authority of the Minister for ~~ 


Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) that — 
the balance of this stock of bags is now ~~ 
being sold_to.the profiteer for 9s, 8d. per — 
the 


dozen, and that he is selling them to 
farmer for 15s. per dozen. Se 

Senator Baxuap.—In accordance 
the arrangement which was made. — 


ment which could have been made was 


with 


Senator BARNES.—The only arrange- — 
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d. and 15s. per dozen. 

ator BaxHap.—At what price can 
bags “be purchased in India now? 

ator BARNES.—They were bought 
ear by the. Government, according 
e Prime Minister’s ‘statement, for 9s. 
-5d. per dozen. The Government ‘sold 
hem, not to the farmers of this country, 
it to the profiteers, who made out of 
m a profit. of £150,000. Then the 
ment, in order to shield’ them- 
said that they would put into the 
Pool £117,000 out of the profit 
_ they. had made on bags, in order 
imburse the farmer for the £250,000 
yhich he had been robbed- through 
nstrumentality.. These figures are 
om. Ministerial statements. Upon 


e only £11,000 Boe on the purchase 
i — The: Feeble 
- should know that for more than 
‘months those bags were open for 
» anybody who would buy them. 

tor BARNES.—That does not 
The Government have been ‘ac- 
on more than one occasion, by the 


allowing them a chance to pe ouare 
e bags at all. 

S« ator RUSSELL. ST hat. ‘statement is 
bone BARNES. Then this honor- 
nator should. contradict the state- 
which have been made in the 
ess and in another place. 

or -Russert.—For more’ than 
Be nesd bags were Sie to 


Acting ae Winistex in Sep- 
yf last year. Honorable senators 
osite admit that profiteering is going 
1 this country. They have led the 


sire to Sona the evil if they can; but 
r lead that they have not the power 

o. We fought two referendums 
a that ¢ question. 


Fe rae: ities Ttionce 


own showing, the Government have 


-have not done that. 


op! ative societies of the fartiers with 


stitution. : 
inaction in this matter of profiteering by ~ 
declaring that they have not the Poy er ; 


AT: admit that the war . 


in Leathers “er 





has caused many ‘auobionts | ae arise Sit 
which we were not: previously confronted ; 

- if there is one thing more than an- 
other which it has- demonstrated} it is 
that there are certain persons in this. 


country who resemble the thief who 


rushes into a man’s house when it is on 
fire, steals all that he can, and then gets 
away as quickly as he can. 


sons, notwithstanding that the very 


: Satatauiea of the Empire was threatened | 
by-war, were prepared to avail themselves — 


of every opportunity to fleece the people 
of this country to the limit. The sup- 


porters of. the Government know per- 


fectly well that profiteering is rampant in 
our midst. Yet no mention was made of 
it in the Ministerial statement, and no 
remedial proposal was: outlined. ‘Why 


did not the Government say frankly to 
_ the electors, ‘‘ There is only one way in 


These per- — 


which this Boil can be remedied. In the 
first. place, we must have a broader Con- 


stitution. | We need to be armed with — 
greater* powers, and then we shall en- 


deavour to free you from the disabilities 


under which you are suffering’’? They 
They -have not 
embraced the opportunity to make them- 
selves right. with the electors of this 
country. Twice they have fought against 
enlarging the powers which have been 
conferred on this Parliament by our Con- 


Yet they now excuse their 


to deal with it. 


The PRESIDENT. ae 
orable senator’s time has expired. = 
Senator MULCAHY (Tasmania) [3. 01. 
—There is one thing on which honorable 
senators on both sides can agree. Pro- 


fiteering is unquestionably going on, but 

it is certainly not confined to war Aine: 
, and persons — 
hold stocks of goods that ‘appreciate. ah *. 
value, they are entitled, under ordinary — 
commercial laws, to make extra profits in 


Wherever there is trading 


‘proportion to that appreciation, 
Senator McDoucatu.—In war time? 


Senator MULCAHY.—In war time 
this occurs to a larger extent than at other _ 


times, because without any effort on the 


part of those who hold stocks of goods, 
there is an ace ae in their. value. othe * 





The hon- : ‘ 
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interference with shipping transport in it- 

self causes great appreciation in the value 
of goods. J wish to deal with this matter 
from a. trader’s point of view. I have had 
40 years of experience of trading in Flin- 


ders-lane, and profess to know something | 


about it. I suggest that this is a matter 
which should not be debated with party 
heat. It constitutes one of the biggest 
problems confronting not only the people 
of Australia, but of the civilized world. 
it is quite “idle to say that people are not 
taking advantage of the circumstances of. 


the hour; but I wish to direct attention” — 


to the enormous complexity of the prob- 
lem, whether it is handled by a Labour or 
by a Liberal Government. One may pass 
by a hundred shops in this commercial 
eity of Melbourne and find a great many 
articles of the same character in each 
marked at the same price; but while some 
of the traders, in selling those articles at 
that price, may be doing a perfectly legi- 
timate thing, and may not be profiteering 
in ‘any sense, others who held stocks 
bought at pre-war prices may be guilty 
of it. We have to consider what profiteer- 
ing is. In my view, profiteering is cor- 
nering. The profiteer is a man who 
deliberately takes steps to corner the 
supply of a particular article in order 
that he may subsequently exact an unfair 
profit from the sale of it.. In a great many 
cases there is to-day an enormous appre- 
ciation in the raw materials of certain 
manufactures. That can be seen in the 
case of cotton goods. As a result, in the 
retail shops in Melbourne to-day, the 
prices of cotton, goods are three or four 
‘times as high as they were some time ago, 
but this inflation of prices is not pro- 
fiteering. 

Senator Migeaaci. The’ dealers in 
woollen goods manufactured in Australia 
are the worst profiteers of the lot. 

Senator MULCAHY. — Wool has 
brought higher prices because it is worth 
more in the markets of the world, Two. 
things have probably combined to cause 
the inerease in the price of wool—the dis- 
turbance due to the war, and the limited / 
supply of the particular class of wool. 
which is demanded at this time; because — 
there are fashions even in wool. When I 
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Maading extra revenue, ape the 
valorem duty on woollen goods : 
per cent. to 20 per cent. I hay 
be doing a very fair business, 
fortunately in possession of a larg 
of those goods. My next-door ne! 
also had a large stock; but a goo 
of our neighbours in: ‘the same b 
carrying on in a more or less I 

mouth fashion, did not ‘poss 
stocks, My neighbour and I ne 
whatever we did_at the time, \s00 
later we should have to pay 5 i 
more for woollen goods. _. ~ " 995 

Senator GarpinEr. —Does ‘bee 
foreigner pay, the increase in price d 
the imposition of protective-duties? — 


Senator MULCAHY.—Senator G 
ner need not ask such a questio | 
trader. .The trader buys on the - 
value of goods, subject to the’ expense 6 
importing them, That expense ei 
expense of transport, plus the duty, 7 
ever it may be, imposed at the po 
which the soods are landed. My n 
bour and iz having large stocks of Ww 
len goods, bnew that, sooner or ge r 
would have to pay 5 per cent. or 6 pi 
cent. nore for the same goods, oe je 
market fluctuations that apply & 
cases, and consequently our policy 
eradually to advance our prices for 
goods rather than to suddenly 
them. Let me tell honorable 
that it is not a simple matter to a 
prices in the retail trade. ‘if cus 


Jen 


about all the goods in his waren 
very often know quite as much abo 
particular article. 
many standardized goods, and 
must be able to give a very solid reas 
for any advance in the prices of th 
goods, as their competitors would be li kel 
to take advantage of any unreas 
rise in prices. I suggest to hor 
senators that in advancing the | 
woollen goods 3 in the cireumstanoes| 



































only. a “legitimate aerstace of the 
‘i iation in the value of the goods due 
€ imposition of the extra duty. Hon- 
le senators, if they are prepared to 
ue fairly, will admit this when they 
‘consider that, if the duty on woollen goods, 
ead of being advanced from 15 per 
1a to 20 per cent., had been reduced 
m 15 per cent. to 10 per cent., the cir- 
stances would have been all the other 
Producers of potatoes in Tas- 
ra ho, setting aside the difficulty 
| to the restriction of shipping and 
o the influenza epidemic, could, 
if they landed their produce in New 
uth Wiales or in Queensland, obtain 
2 per ton for them, are charged 
with being profiteers for ‘asking in Aus- 
tralia the proper value of that which they 
) bpsabio They are not profiteers. If 


Pia: ‘ : sg Wauld fetch would not pay for the 
a ce of digging them? 


_ mania in- 1892 or 1893, I think, for from 
_ ids. to 25s. per ton. 


_ Senator O’Kuzru.—We are aia with 
th aes in the price of Pee 


my ht 


as: ae man who has potatoes to sell to-day 
to be characterized as a profiteer for 
rging what he is legitimately entitled 
to get for his produce? In the same way, 
as should not the man who produces 
ides, or the tanner who makes eer 


a oe We cannot attribute the in- 
erease in price to any Ring, although the 


ddleman may come into the business to 
certain extent. As Senator Mill en has 


oS be done away with ay because 
oe a necessary function in the in- 
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Senator NeepHam _—Why ahoald we pay . 
more for an article here than is obtained 
for the same article overseas? | 

Senator MULCAHY.—I do not accept 
Senator Needham’s dictum. He told us 
this morning that something was sold in 
London for 52d. per lb. which’ cost 1s, 3d. 
per lb. here. 

Senator Nezpnam.—That is an abso- 
hite fact. 

Senator MULCAHY.—I do not sug 
gest that the honorable senator does not 

think so, but I believe that he has been 
esr amet and he did not say what 
was the particular article to which he 
referred. 

Senator Nezpuam.-—l told ae honor- 
able senator that 1 referred to meat: 

Senator Baxuap.—An Englishwoman 
told me that it was selling in London for 
from 2s. 8d. to 3s. per lb. 

Senator MNLCAHY.—I have said 
that we are dealing with a most complex 
matter, and/it is worthy of an honest in- 
quiry, ‘without party feeling. Such an 
honest inquiry into the question might 
very well be made. 

Much he: been made of the fact that 
this Parliament has not constitutionally - 
the power tu deal with this question, and 
it is suggested that the people should be 
asked by a referendum to give the neces- 
sary power. The referendum is an in- 
strament of government which our friends 


opposite believe in, but for which they do 
_ not care very much when its results are 


not in accordance with their own views. 
They forget that at a referendum the 
people of Australia declined to give these 
powers to the Commonwealth Parlia- 
ment. I may say that J helped in that, 

whatever the value of my help was, . 
and honorable senators on the other side 

freely blame the party on this side for the 

result of that referendum. ‘They overlook 
the fact that a cardinal feature of our 
Federation is that the Commonwealth 
Parliament is only to do the work dele- 
gated to it by the States who created it, 
and these States retained the power to 
deal with matters of domestic concern — 
themselves. The people declined to trans_ 
fer those powers, and did so by means of | 
the instrument of government which our 
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honorable friends opposite have as a 
plank of their platform. 

Senator O’Kxrrrz.—Let us try it again, 
and the honorable senator will see. 

Senator MULCAHY.—I do not believe 
in the referendum. In my opinion, the 
last two referenda disgraced the name of 
Australia. 

To come back to the question of 


leather, honorable senators — opposite 
do not follow out these things in 
their proper sequence, and I shall 


remind them of a little history. They 
probably know as well as I do that some 
years ago the tanners and curriers and 
other people engaged in the manufacture 
of leather appealed to Mr. Justice Hig- 
gins, in the Arbitration Court, for the 
betterment of their working conditions. 
As a result they got larger wages, shorter 
hours, and better conditions. That was 
due to a decision of the Arbitration Court, 
which a good many of our honorable 
friends opposite are denouncing to-day. 

Senator O’Krmru.—The honorable-sena- 
tor has never heard a denunciation of the 
Court from any honorable senator on this 
side. 

Senator MULCAHY.—I am notvdeal- 
ing with this as a personal matter. I 
refer to members of the Labour party else- 
where. Let honorable senators take a com- 
mon-sense view of the question. What 
followed upon the adoption of more ex- 
pensive methods of manufacturing 
leather? Necessarily the tanners hav- 


ing to pay higher wages to their opera- 


tives raised the price of leather to meet 
the increased cost of manufacture. If 
honorable senators contend that the 
leather manufacturer should pay the in- 
ereased cost, the answer is that he would. 
be ruined straightway, and people do 
not go into a business to be ruined, The 
leather manufacturer had a right to de- 
mand and obtain a higher price for his 
leather. The price of leather went up. 
Whether it went up. more than it 
ought to have done I cannot. say, but 
if it did that would have been pro- 
fiteering, and not. legitimate. What 
naturally followed upon the increase in the 
price of leather was that the price of 
boots went up. <A little later the boot 
operatives appealed to the same Judge in 
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‘the Arhieeuon Court, and, finding fav eae 
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their conditions were not as good as tae ae 
ought to be in a civilized country like = 
‘Australia, he made an award which im- =—— 
proved those conditions. “What followed = > 
upon that? Naturally, a further riseim 
the price of boots. Was there any pro- ~. 
fiteering in that? Incidentally, I will © ares 
admit that some men may try to obtain a s te: 
larger profit than they are entitled to, be- | 
cause of an increase in the cost of manu- 
facture. That is not confined to war-time. — he 
It goes on continually in trade and in 
ather “avenues cas wel ie human — 2 ee 
nature, and a failing with which we must = 
reckon when considering this problem. The - 
Government have tried to deal with the — <a 
matter to a certain extent by the imposi- — De : 
tion of the war-time profits tax.- ( - 
Senator NerpHam.—Does the honorable : 
senator call that trying to deal with the os = 
matter ? agers 
Senator MULCAHY.—TI cannot expect < 
that honorable senators opposite will agree 2 
with all that I say. A war-time profits tax ~ 
was imposed, but whether it was sufi oN 4 
ciently heavy will be a matter of opinion, = 
My honorable friends opposite are often = 
concerned to know who are the guardians 
of the profiteers and capitalists in Ate a aes, 
tralia. Ican soon tellthem. _ es ee ae 
Senator Garprner.—Let us have it. ae ie a ; is 
Senator MULCAHY.—They are the ae 
people who floated debentures for the — 
benefit of a class of capitalists who 
do very little good for the community, and — 
made those debentures free of taxation. — 
That was done by a Treasurer of the Coma i 
‘monwealth. x 
Senator NezpHam— Who was that? | pe 
Senator MULCAHY.—A formbe é 
Leader of the Labour party in another — 
place. \ 
The PRESIDENT.—The 
senator’s time has expired. 
Senator GRANT (New South Wales) © ie 
[3.15].—I_ realize that this is by no 
means an easy matter to solve, but the | 
whole of the State Parliaments have the 
necessary power, although, unfortu-— erga 
nately, they are dominated by the same = 
type of representatives, the friends of 
the profiteers, as are to-day on the Minis- 
terial benches in this Parliament. Tt ee 
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be oi mek te epee | in the pre- 
rcumstances, that any of the State 
ments would deal with the pro- 
s, because the Upper Houses of our 
, Parliaments practically control the 
e of their legislation. The Common- 





of the people o@ Australia, and, in my 
ion, should have. power to. deal with 
Senator Baxnap.—But you. said just 
Beal we were dominated ee pee 


to trust the Bederal Pavtianient, 
ough, per naely, at present the 


Bs oe Ministerial 


t Eerie is more eet ition ‘but 
judgment, would merely 
more profit for those who are al- 
ae substantial incomes, and 





y in the thie run. I cadena 
nder the Customs Act, it is com- 
, for the Mimister to refuse per- 
‘mi ion for the exportation of any com- 
ae aT he deem it to be neces- 


er he ee very well refuse to 
exportation until the whole of the 
ements of the people of Australia 
ee met. But. then; we do not ex- 


Berber of the Minietatial party 
which I have referred, to do anything 
of the kind. There appears to be some-- 


ernment in passing So Ales with 


wealth Parliament is elected by the whole 


ing suspicious about the action of the 


se 
on 


1st 


1 Fagene 


5 Sali in. Leather les . 





spe in nicl fey are more or ge 


. directly ‘concerned, and not dealing with | 


leather in the same way. If it is a good 
thing to deal with wool it should be ~ 


‘equally good to deal with leather in this 


way. There is nothing to prevent the 


Government from prohibiting an undue 


exportation of leather, but there is a good 


~ deal to tbe said in ee of the conten- 


tion that the producers are entitled to_ 
get the full market value for their pro- 
duce. At the same time something — 
should be done to see that a reasonable 
quantity, at, least, of any commodity 78 
kept in Australia ‘for home consumption. 
It is not fair to the people to permit the 
whole of any product to be exported, if 
such exportation is likely to prejudice 
their interests. Fortunately, at the out- 
break of the war we possessed a woollen 
mill of our own. In connexion with this 
matter it is always more or less amusing — 
to me to hear honorable senators char-_ 
acterizing Australia as belonging to tho 
people when, as a matter of fact, it be- 
longs to a limited number of people only. 
The Commonwealth Woollen Mill really is _ 
the property of the people, and when the 
war broke out we were able to manu- 
facture material required for our soldiers’ 
clothing. Thus we were able to say, 
with a fair degree of accuracy, what the 


cost was, and to lay down prices for the 


output of other woollen mills that had 
been commandeered. If it had not been ~ 


for the existence of the Commonwealth . 
Woollen. Mill I have no doubt that Aus-- 


tralia* would have been called upon to 


pay a much larger sum than that which 
was accepted rig manufacturers for 
woollen goods furnished by them. The 
experience in connexion with our woollen | 
mill suggests a way out of the present 
difficulty so far as leather is concerned. 

The Government might find it advan- 


tageous to produce the leather, and so- 


govern the price; but, ‘unfortunately, we 
can hardly expect this Government to 
do anything like that. Personally, I 
think the Government and this Parlia- 
ment ought to tbe clothed with full 


powers to deal with the price-fixing in 


a comprehensive way. Until we get that 
authority I am afraid we cannot do very 
much. It is just as well that the public 


psd be ney: informed ae $0 » far 


oo ae Raa ae, aoe 
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as the present Givemnment are concerned 
no relief can be expected from existing 
high prices. I am inclined to think, 
however, that in the near future the Go- 
vernment will be compelled to submit to 
the people, for their approval, amend- 
ments of the Constitution practically in 
accordance with those that were rejected 
‘on two previous occasions. If they do, 
we may depend upon it that the amend- 
ments will be accepted by a substantial 
majority. In the meantime I hope the 


- Government will instruct the Minister of | 


Customs to prevent the export of leather 
or any other commodity that may be re- 
quired in Australia. This is a perfectly 
fair. request, Now that the War Pre- 
cautions Act has gone by the board, the 
Government have left the poorer sections 
of the community at the mercy of the 
profiteers. It is a pity that all the regu- 
lations were not repealed; because then 
the whole of the people would have had 
the same treatment. The Government 
should, as soon as possible, submit the 
necessary amendments of the Constitu- 
tion to the people so that when we have 
a fresh election, and Labour is returned 
_to power, the profiteers may be dealt with 
effectively. 


Senator RUSSELL (Vices — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council and 
Acting Minister for Defence) [3.28].—It 
was not my intention to speak in this de- 
bate, but I want to take advantage of 
this opportunity to say a few words in 
reply to Senator Barnes; to state certain 
facts, and protect the good name and re- 
putation of my colleague the Minister 
for Customs (Mr. Greene), who is not 


guilty of the charge that has ‘been: 


levelled against him by Senator Barnes. 
Though the Minister for Customs has 
taken over the duties connected with the 
handling of cornsacks, probably I have 
had more to do with that matter, in 
recent years, than any other member of 
the Government. In 1915-16 there was 
a very heavy harvest in Australia, and a 
shortage of cornsacks, and a‘large quan- 
tity of wheat had to be stacked on the 
ground. We communicated with the 
Indian Government with the object of 
importing cornsacks, but they definitely 
refused our request. The following  sea- 
son, when there was again the- prospect 
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.to the extent of £72,000. ea axe : oo 


wealth, and thus saved the amount quo 











of a shortage of- ncaa we- 
communicated with the Indian : 
vernment, and by that time there 
a jute ‘controller in Calcutta. 
succeeded in obtaining bags 

7id., as Senator Barnes correctly Fis 
cated ; but that was based on freight at 

120s. and exchange at@roughly, 12 per= 
eent. Senator Barnes said that we’ de aS 
lided them with a profit. ” How was de e 
made? It was by cutting out exchange 


LoR 





Senator Barynus. Phen You, lose more 
than I said you did. 


Senator RUSSELL—Following tha) ines 
we entered into negotiations with” cee aS se, 
Commonwealth ‘line of steamers and with — ome 
the British Government, and succeeded = 
in reducing freight from 120s. to 80s. Rn 
per ton. That is where the profits came ee 
in. But, after we had exhausted all tage 
British ships available, and all the Com- — ~ 
monwealth line of vessels which we could. 
secure, I found myself im a position 
where I would have been ‘compelled, had 
the season been normal, to engage at least 
four more boats to bring the balance of 
our order to Australia, »The lowest offer © 
made to me from a neutral source WAS 
£15.a ton. One shower of rain, had itt hy 
fallen throughout the Conan mK 
during the season in question, would have con 
meant that the sum of £117,000, which Wea 4 
was really a trust fund held in PVG ay 
would have gone—in actual fact—to the | ibe 
owners of Japanese vessels by way of 
payment for bringing the balance of the” 
cornsacks order here. I will not say that 
it was, by any means, a fortunate ae ; 
that Austr alia was undergoing a dry se: a 

son; but, in view of the circumstances, J pe oe 
suspended negotiations for conveying t 
balance of those bags to the Common- 




































in freight, The Indian Government then 
notified us—the armistice terms having) ~ 
been arranged—that they would not “fh vite, 
mit us to buy any more bags in India; ~ 
The condition set forth in the previous ve 
contract in regard to that matter wa oe z 
to the effect that we must distribute those 
bags through the usual distribasiaay cha ki 
nels: oe ‘ 

Senator Ganprner.—The profiteers 






















































: of fact. . sts notification was 
by the Commonwealth authori- 
on India, and e recommended to 


ness: — L Pxeunendad: fuphiet, 
t we should sell those bags at the 
liest_ possible moment; and that was 

y eight months ago. I publicly ad- 
cad sent out circulars, not only 


at, | in view of the falling 
The offer remained open for six 
. here was not an aN Po 





I The trade waited upon 
: the deputation included both co- 
societies and private enterprise 


seeing that there were so many 
1 Australia, to relieve them of 25 
of their ‘contract obligations. I 
nded that the Government 
ecede to that request. Cabinet 
and the co-operative com- 





muy, were relieved by me of 25 per 
0 heir written contracts, in view 


dd siindia, and the ae ey went up. 

her Wcniead market, India started 
g, and the reflection of that 
f affairs was shown here. Indeed, 


‘ secure: a sufficient quantity of bags 
ur requirements. Indian merchants 
| the opportunity, and engaged in 
iteering. We cannot in any way con; 
‘the. poe which we import from 
: eds Was, very firmly con- 


Laie deiicteng ae A Sea 


which now say that they wanted - 


vineed oft that ees the noes in ee 
I was concerned with price-fixing in an- 
other Commonwealth Department. 3 

With the drought in India, there was 
a shortage of jute; but the same drought 
created a shortage of rice also. There- 


fore, Iam profiteering to-day, in the in- — 
terests of the farmers of Australia, be-— 
cause [ am making full use of the oppor- | 


tunity to sell their wheat at. the highost — 
price in the eastern markets. : 

Senator. Garpiner.—That is not the 
wheat which you sold to Georgeson? — 

Senator RUSSHLL—I am not: pre. 
pared to discuss a question which is now 
before a Commission. 

Senator Garpmer.—It would noe be 
discussing it if you were to answer my 
question. 

Senator RK 
Australia is involved in profiteering, be- . 
cause of this opportunity to sell Austra- 
lian wheat at the highest possible price 


to the people of Japan, India, Mesopo- — 


tamia, and the East generally. ‘T am not 
defending profiteering; and I am willing 


and anxious that the Commonwealth Con- — 
should be extended atthe — 
earliest possible moment in order to give - 


stitution 


full and unlimited powers to this Par-_ 
liament to deal with profiteering. — 
honorable senator opposite could go fur- 
ther than I am prepared to go in that re-_ 
spect. -Profiteering, however, is a ie 
and complex question.’ We are. eo 
“wheat. at 5s, to- day in Australia ; but, - 
owing to the conditions arising from. the 

var, and very largely because of the 
shortage of freight, we are securing the — 
‘last penny possible upon our. ie 
orders. 

When the war broke out, there was no 
market for rabbit skins and rabbits. 
sequently we secured a contract, and con- 
trolled rabbit skins. Prices were fixed, 
and every one concerned was glad of the 
fact. The price increased to. about 2s. 
per Ib. for rabbit skins. The demand for 
that commodity was booming all over the 
world... Our system did not enable us he 
trace the individual suppliers of skins. - 

Senator Barnes.—You- never tried to 


SSELL.—The whole of 


No | 


Sub- . | 


Ye 


do so. We could have given the particu : 





A 


lars to you in twenty-four hours. $7) Sieh be 
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The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—Order! The threo hours 
allotted for the discussion of this motion 
have expired. 


EXPORTATION AND 
PROFITEERING. 


Senator GARDINER asked — the 
Leader of the Government in the Senate, 
upon notece— 

1. Is the Government aware whether con- 
tracts have been entered into for the supply of 
food and clothing to certain persons for the 
purpose of exportation? 

2. If so, will the Government inquire if the 
carrying out of these contracts will seriously 
increase the cost. of the necessaries of life to 
the people of Australia? 

38. Will the ‘Government immediately intro- 
duce legislation to prevent profiteering and 
~ speculation in the people’s food supplies? _ 

Senator MILLE N.—The answers are— 

1, No. 

2. If the honorable senator will supply the 
information in this possession, full inquiries 
will be made. 

3. This is a matter coming within the juris- 
diction of the State Governments, 


WAR LOAN CAMPAIGN. 

Senator PRATTEN asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Treasurer, wpon 
notice— 

What was the total commission paid in New 
South Wales in connexion with the last war 
loan campaign, and of that total how much 
was paid for subscriptions in the metropolitan 
area? : 

Senator MILLEN.—Steps are being 
taken to secure the information desired. 


WOOL POOL, 

Senator PRATTEN -asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 

1, How much skin wool was put into the 
Wool Pool in seasons 1915-16 and 1916-17— 
the season’s figures to be given separately? 

2. Will these wools participate in any divi- 
dends over and above the flat rate, 153d. per 
Ib. on a greasy basis? 

3. If it is a fact that it has now been de- 
cided by the Central Wool Committee that skin 
wools for seasons 1918-19, 1919-20. will not 
participate in any dividends over and above 
the above-mentioned flat rate, to whom will 
these dividends go? 


Senator MILLEN.—Inquiries will be 
made, and a reply furnished as soon as 
possible. 


[SENATE.] 
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SUGAR SHORTAGE. =| a : us, 


Senator GRANT asked the Minister ) 
representing the Minister for Trade and : 


Customs, upon notice— 


1. Is he aware whether there pes an ehitet Pais 


shortage of sugar in Sydney, so far as re- 
tailors? are concerned ? 


2. If so, what steps, if any, are the Govern- 


ment taking to remedy any shortage? 
Senator RUSSELL. — The - answers: 


rE) 8 eran 


1. Yes. ibe 


2. Every effort is being made to try and cope 
with the situation that ‘has arisen through the ~ 
supplies of raw sugar being held up in Queens- 
land through the seamen’s strike. It is hoped 


that a shipment of sugar will arrive in Syd- 


ney before any serious shortage arises. 


MINISTERS IN LONDON. 


Senator O’KEEFE asked the Minister 


representing the Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 


ae 


Will he lay on the table of the Senate a re- f a 


turn showing— 


1. The names of officials who went from Aus ; 


tralia directly or indirectly connected with, — 


employed by, or attached to the Prime Minis- SE A 


ter on his last visit to Europe? 


2. The total costs charged, or to be charged, aes 


to Australia in connexion with such officials, — 


including their salaries, from the date of their 


leaving ‘Australia till their return? 

3. The total amount charged, 
charged, to Australia for the expenses of the 
Prime Minister on the same visit to Europe — 
from the date of his leaving Australia until ~ 
his return, and the dates of his leaving and — 
probable return? 


or to hae 


se 
4. Similar information in connexion with the 


visit of the Minister for the Navy and officials 
connected with, or employed by, or attached — 
to, his staff? 


5. Similar information in connexion with- dies 


visit of the Minister for Defence and the offi- — 
cials connected with, or employed by, or at 
tached to, his staff? 


Senator MILLEN.—It is. not possible, ay 


at this juncture, to furnish the whole of — 


the information; but the available infor- ne ; 
mation will be supplied as early as poe rae as 


sible. 


BLYTHE RIVER IRON DEPOSITS. 


Senator BAKHAP asked the Minister 
representing the a Minister, UREN 
notice— 


Will he instruct the experts wrhes have been - 


examining the Blythe River iron deposits to 
make examinations of all the other discovered 
iron ore deposits within reasonable distance of 


EY tires | 


















ehich may pre n’ 


sic ADJ OURN MENT. 
cing the whole of the iron de- 


Tacparsowep ‘Men FROM HM.AS. . 
“ AUSTRALIA. y 


ator “MILLEN. ~The ners” en- Motion (by Senator Miura) | pro. a 


e es, the ge Renae Govern- posed— Reon 
That the Senate do now adjourn. Be en ae 


| 4 Senator GRANT (New South Wales) a 
their “report Has eon received and [8.45]—Has the Acting Minister for — 
d, it is not considered advisable Defence any information to give concern- 
thorize shan to make torthen/1 inves- ing the boys from H.M.A:S. Australia 

1 who have been imprisoned for infringing — 
( MMONWE ALTH ES S| certain regulations? 1 understand they oe 
ee SERVICE. are confined in the Goulburn gaol, and — 
Fone that it is difficult. for their parents to 
Rerore or Mr. McLacunan. visit them owing to the long and costly 
PRATTEN (for Senator — journey involved. 


s) asked the Minister represent-.  genator RUSSELL (Victory ee 
Prime Minister, upon notice— President of the Executive Council, and — 
will the report of Mr, McLachlan, Acting Minister for Defence) [3.46].—I 
with the organization of the Public have no later information, but.I shall 


ee eo the table of the Harare! make inquiries: regarding thete position. — : 
or MILLEN. ——The report is now Question resolved in the affirmative. ee 


iving consideration by the Govern- . a 
; ia am unable to say when. it will Senate adjourned at 3.46 Peaks 
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— MULOAHY faked the re . Bouse af Weprese rit atib: a. 


presenting » the Prime Minister, — ' 
jotice— pane ate me _ Friday, 8 August, 1919. 


the Government construe sess Pep 84 
mmonwealth Constitution Act, and 


ec 0 of the Public Service Act, No. 5; of a 
, a8 imposing upon the Administration a Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot Tokai) : 


J and See eble obligation to preserve and took the chair at 11 am.,, and road 
“ existing | and accruing rights ” : 

ansferred officers under State “laws, ake? reba 

under State departmental regula- 


no. specific enactment existed, at “VISCOUNT JI ELLICOE’S REP ORT. . 


such public servants passed from 


Commonwealth? Mr. BURCHELL,—Is the Acting Min- ne 
| hat extent. have the claims of as ister for the Navy able to advise the — 
‘d poe under the Acts and sections re- }{ouse when Admiral. Viscount Jellicoe’s — 

Tavis report is likely to be teceived by the Go- 

. tneesnaee, Mestion of service, vernment. 
lough, as espanlinied by the laws or the Mr, POYNTON.—I anes to ieodeive 
it early next week. When [I last saw his 





in Pad; if: 80, in. what wayl Lordship in Sydney, just before he set out = 
ator. MILLEN. —Inquiry | will be on his island tour, he intimated to me that — 

ti uted into those questions, =. ___ his report would: be in the hoe bee f 

Beh. Government before he left for New Zea- _ 
cant MORATORIUM BILL. sos land. I learn from this morning’s news — 


Bill vee hp from the House of Repre- papers that it has been finalized, and in ; 
tatives, and (on motion by Senator all probability we_ shall receive it ently 
% ‘ead a: first time. | next week, [ee us . fe a he 








et x ‘ 
me 





41436 Profiteering. [REPRESENTATIVES.] + Taxation Department. eos 
$$ ee 
PROFITEERING. questions without notice to matters: of | 

Pome Minxister’s LEGISEATIVE urgent public importance. — 2 
put Sakina x oneiaNe Mr. WATT.—I have been hopeful, sir, 


Mr. HIGGS.—I assume that the Act- 
ing Prime Minister is in close touch with 
the legislative proposals of the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes), and I wish to 
ask him whether he is aware of the legis- 
lation which his leader intends to intro- 
duce to fight profiteering? Why should 
the Government wait for the Prime Min- 
ister’s return before introducing sack 
chef aap 

ir, WATT.—I assume that my hon- 
orable friend founds his question upon a 
eablegram which appeared in last night’s 
Herald and this morning’s: newspapers. 

Mr. Hicos.—And other sources of in- 
spiration. 

Mr. WATT.—If the honorable mem- 
ber has other sources of inspiration or in- 
formation this is quite his maiden exhi- 
bition in that respect. Why does he be- 
come so excited when he reads in the press 
that the Prime Minister is going to fight 
Bolshevism and profiteering ? 

Mr. Hrecs.—I was never so calm in my 
life. 

Mr. WATT.—Then 
member is apprehensive ? 

Mr. Hices.—Only curious. 

Mr, Manowny. a Why has not the Go- 


the honorable 


vernment already taken action to deal: 


with profiteering? © 

Mr. WATT—That has already been 
explained. 
tional limitations under which the Par- 
liament. labours. 

Mr. Msnony.—Why do you not go for 
an alteration ? 

Mr, WATT.—I might as well ask the 
honorable member why he does not assist 
us to fight the Bolshevists. 

Mr. Pagu.—He is writing poems every 
day. 

Mr. SPEAKER. (Hon. W. Elliot 
dJohnson).—Order! On several occasions 
T have had to call attention to the 
irregular practice that is developing 
of carrying on something in the nature of 
a debate upon questions put to. Ministers. 
If this practice is continued I shall have 
to intervene, and confine the asking of 


It is because of the constitu- — 


that you would take such action. It 
would certainly relieve Ministers, ‘for 
nothing is more embarrassing to a Min- 
ister. than to be interrupted when framing 


replies to questions dealing with impor- 


tant constitutional and public problems. 


TAXATION DEPARTMENT, 
AppointMENT or FourtH Crass CLERKS. 
Mr. 


the Library the Public Service Commis- 


sioner’s file relating to the recent appoint-— 
to the 


ment of ten fourth class clerks 
Taxation Department? 


Mr. WATT.—In accordance with mes 


promise, I again communicated yesterday 


with the Prime Minister’s Department ~ 


TUDOR.—Is the Acting Prime 
Minister yet able to place on the table of 


and the Public Service Commissioners 
Office, but there is some doubt as to the 


particular appointments referred to. 


Mr. Tupor—I supplied the informa- 2 


tion yesterday to the honorable gentle pes: 


man’s secretary. 


Mr. WATT:—I have not spoken to him 
this morning in regard to this matter, 
but I shall endeavour to answer the hon- i 


orable member's inquiry 
House rises to-day. iG oe 


RETURN OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER. 


PARLIAMENTARY Apsounnatent—PEACH 
TREATY. 


Mr. WEST.—With the object ae 
eliciting information, and affording © the *- 
Acting Prime Minister an opportunity 
to explode his humour, I desire to ask — 
the ‘honorable gentleman to intimate the 
date on which it is proposed to adjourn — 
Parliament, and the extent of the ade 
journment, so that honorable members — 
may make arrangements to address their ~ 
constituents on the boiling subjects at the 
present time engaging public attentio 

Mr. WATT.—What are the boiling 
subjects to which the honorable: member — 
refers? When the probable date of the — 
Prime Minister’s arrive! in Australia be- ~ 
comes clearer, the Government will and 





before © a * 


ae 
.= 



















































: aie it any, it proposes. i aos 
| ang of Parliament, ee 


“PRICES. 


es ve the Bias oa of the war? 


WATT.—I am unable to say from 
the ages extent of the increases made 


es amounts to hetcon 75 
ee cent. in actual Beges, 


ooh. nial in the 


. is 50 per cent. 
.—It is 300 per cent. 


h as this information accurately 
away in the cells of his brain, he 
supply it at once to "the 


ieee ee 


ae snot: ears jae imerease in 


i n ed to cae imgiters 
made ape rile to the 


Beret by a. question shall be 
related. 
ILEY.—Will the panes Prime, 


'T.—<Tf the honorable mem-- 


neice the teense & cost ve wool, meat, 


and bread to the people ; since the imcep- 


tion of the war? ; 


Mr. WATT.—In view of the fact that - 
these matters have been discussed so often 
since we met last June, I do not think ~ 
the honorable member’s question is 
urgent. If he will place upon the notice- 
paper a question setting out the infor- — 
mation desired by him, I will ascertain 
whether 1¢ can be taped 


— = 


SHIPBUILDING IN AUSTRALIA. 
- Cost or CoystRuCTION. 
‘Mr. FENTON.—Will the Acting Min- 


ister for the Navy state whether, as sug- 
gested in the press a few days ago, there 


is any great drfficulty in the way of Vis- 


count Jellicoe securing information as to 
the cost of constructing Commonwealth — 
ships in Australia? | 


Mr. POYNTON.—I have eee 
timated through the press that I do not 
think that Viscount Jellicoe was correctly 
er in regard to the statement that 
he could not obtain the cost of construct- 
- ing ships at Walsh Island. I do not 
know that his Lordship’s Admiralty fune- 
tions have anything to do with merchant 
ships. 


Mr. Fenron.—Or with the cost of con- — 
structing merchant ships here? 


Mr. POYNTON.—Or with the cost of 
their construction. It ought to be well 
known to honorable members that the cost 
per ton of constructing vessels at Walsh 
-Jsland is based on the cost of construction 


‘at Williamstown. Even if Mr. Ball had 


been asked by Viscount Jellicoe to supply — 
him with information as to the cost, he 
might very correctly have replied that at 
the present moment he could not say what 
it was. Now that the first ship has been — 
completed, we hope within a few days to 
be able to state exactly how much per ton — 
it has cost. Six site are being con- 
structed at Walsh Island and six of a 
similar type are being built at William- 
stown, and I take it thiat the cost at Walsh 
Island will be the average cost es ship- 
boas at Williamstown. se 
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LETTERGRAMS: TASMANIA. 
Mr. ~ATKINSON.—Some time ago 


various representative’ bodies of Tas- 
mania urged the Postmaster-General to 
permit the use of lettergrams in that 
State, in view of its particularly isolated 
position as the result of the seamen’s 
strike. The honorable gentleman replied 
that he could not differentiate between 
the States. Does he base his refusal on 
the ground that he has no constitutional 
power to grant the request? If not, does 
he not consider that the special circum- 


stances of Tasmania at the present time 


call for special consideration ? 

Mr. WEBSTER—I have already 
stated that I-am advised that the Consti- 
tution does not permit me to differentiate 
in the treatment of the various States. 


EXPORT OF HORSE FLESH. 


Mr. PIGOTT.—Is the Minister for 
Trade and Customs aware that there is a 
big demand in Europe for horse flesh, and 
that 1,700 Australian horses were re- 
eently sold at £17 per head to French 
butchers? If so, will he remove the em- 
bargo on the export of horse flesh from 
Australia? 

Mr. GREENE.—My eattention has 
been called to the facts stated by the hon- 
orable member, but it is not considered 
that it would be in the public interest to 
authorize the export of horse flesh. 


AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS 
NORTHERN RUSSIA. 

Mr.. BRENNAN.—tThe. attention of 
the Acting Prime Minister has, doubtless, 
been directed to the fact that certain Aus- 


IN 


tralians are engaged in Northern Russia - 


in connexion with the military operat:ons 
which are being carried on there. Hav- 
ing regard to the fact that these soldiers 
were not recruited, and. are not controlled, 
by the Australian Government, will the 


‘honorable gentleman take the steps neces-. 


sary to see that the good name of the Aus- 
tralian soldier, and of Australia itseif, 1s 
not tarnished by association with what so 
many good Australians conceive to be an 
iniquitous invasion upon the Russian 
proletariat ? 


— 









in i Dieta Russian ; sss 









. WATT. i do not mee Ww. 
ne is a fact that Australian sdldiers are 
taking part in the occupation of Russia, 
nor do I know the circumstances under 
which any Australian soldiers who may 

be in Russia were enlisted. When the war et 
was over, and demobilization was in sight, 
the Government made it perfectly plain 
that it was the desire of the people of 
Australia that the whole of the Aus- 
tralian troops should be returned as early 
as possible, and should not be used any- 
where except on those Fronts where they __ 
had been employed prior to the Armistice, _ 
However, I will make the necessary in- 
quiries, and inform the honorable’ mem= | 
ber at a later stage. | 


INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION, - > 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—Some time ago the are 
Minister for Works and Railways (Mr. 
Groom) said that it was the intention of ~ _ 
the Government to convene an industrial 
conference. In view of the increasing 
industrial unrest in Australia, can the~ 
Acting Prime Minister say now ‘when that 
Con ieeece will be called, and ae its | 
special function will be? f 

Mr. WATT.—I have had no oppor 
tunity of conferring with the Minister for 
Works and Railways with regard to the — 
statement which was made on the matter - 
during my absence from the House, but ve 
the intention of the Government has: been _ 
expressed in the proper quarters for some 
months past, and that is not to have an oe 
industrial conference, which it has oc fe 
curred to me would not be likely to lead _ 
to final results, but’to have a representia- y 
tive Royal Commission to inquire into 
the basic industrial problems agitating — 
the minds of thinkers all over Australia. ‘nt . 
The desire of the Government has been to st a 
so arrange the personnel of that- Commis- ee 
sion that it will be equally representative, — a 
in the fullest sense of the word, of all the 
interests affected, and educative upon t i 
question. The drawback has been—and — 
that is why it has not been consummated 
by now—that I have not been able to get 
a number of the leading industrial union- 
ists of Australia to look at the problem as — a ay 
I want them to look at it, for the pe ‘ : 
of setting the Commission at work, - Be 
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ms of industrial legislation that 
LL 1itherto been overlooked. 

r ARCHIBALD —Will the Govern- 
give instructions to the proposed 
omission to investigate on the lines of 
; Whitley Commission in Great 


in? 


bbe to eathite the scope ‘gt eee pro- 
gaat indeed, I could not do 


RILEY ——Is the Minister for 
nd Railways in a position this 
r to furnish the information I 

d for ast" night in regard to overtime 


hi ater 


ite expenses of see ris em- 


either oe or temporary 
_ Temporary professional officers 
mder any award, and the award 
d to temporary clerical officers 
t make ~ any provision for 


eee ae as to pee shortage 
5 with a view to enhancing the 
od Er oun Can the Minister 


ae in “aa for the requirement of 
GREE trade? 





a different way. 
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ported. The facts 


are Tete the 


. made to tackle the bedrock “other way. As the records of the Pool 


will show, they started storing in De- 
cember last owing to the seasonal out- 
look at the time, because they antici- 
pated that there _would be a very acute 
winter shortage, and they kept steadily — 
storing butter until) quite late in the 
autumn, when it became apparent that 
supplies were ample. As a matter of 
fact, they will have at least 60,000 
cases in excess of winter requirements 
in the Winter Pool, which, in due 
course, will be passed over to the Im- 
perial Pool. This is sufficient to show © 
that they have made not only full pro- 
vision, but more than full Pe for 
the Australian trade. 

Mr. BURCHELL .—In view of the 
statement of the Minister that there is 
a surplus in the. Butter Pool 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—It has often been pointed out 
that it is not in order to ask, questions 
arising out of a reply given by a Minister 
to a question. 

Mr. BURCHELL.—I shall put it in 
Will the Minister for 
Trade and Customs consider the question 
of reducing the price of butter to the 
consumers of Australia ? 


Mr. GREENE.—If we use the butts 
that has been. stored, we shall have to 
pay not only the price at which it went 
into the Pool, but also. storage charges 
The result of putting that butter on the 





Australian market would be that it 


would cost the Australian public more 
than they are paying to-day. 


REWARDS FOR WAR SERVICES. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—Has the Acting 
Prime Minister observed that the British 
Parliament’s expression of thanks te 
certain distinguished Generals and Ad. 
mirals has been accompanied by very 
substantial grants of money, in cer- 
tain cases amounting to £100,000! 
As these amounts appear to be some- 
what disproportionate to the awards of the 
ordinary rank and file of the Army, has 


_ the honorable gentleman in contemplation 


anything of the kind in respect to the — 
services rendered by Australians in the 
war, and does he consider that these 


‘\ 
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Wheat Pool. 


large grants of money make the world 


safe for Democracy ? P 
_ Mr. WATT.—One may always rest 
assured that, when the honorable mem- 
ber rises, there is a joke lurking 
somewhere behind the serious exterior of 
his question. I have observed from the 
cables that the British Parliament has 
been asked to vote substantial sums of 
money for distinguished military and 
naval officers. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—They are mostly 
Scotchmen. 
Mr. WATT.—If that be the honor- 


able member’s grievance, I do not know 
why he did not make it plain when he 
was asking the question. It is the in- 
variable custom of Great Britain, after 
an extensive campaign, to reward _ its 
leading officers on land and sea by 
tokens of the King’s pleasure, and by 
substantial grants of public money, to 
enable them to support with ability the 
new rank to which they are called. 
The Commonwealth Government has 
not considered the question from an 
Australian point of view. Speaking 
personally, I do not think that anything 
of the kind is called for. 


WHEAT* POOL. 
Mr. GIBSON.—Will the Acting Prime 


Minister endeavour to ascertain as 
closely as possible the amount of wheat 
actually on hand, so that something like 
a correct value of scrip may be arrived 
at ? 

Mr. WATT.—Senator Russell, who is 
Chairman of the ‘Australian Wheat 
Board, has already promised that at as 
early a date as possible the information 
asked for would be obtained. 


MORATORIUM. 
Dr. MALONEY.—In view of the 


almost universal custom in Australia 
among the legal fraternity to render the 
moratorium null and void by inserting a 
‘clause in all mortgages, will the Acting 
Prime Minister bring under the notice 
of Cabinet the seriousness of allowing 
any section of the community to seek to 
defeat an Act of Parliament? 
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Mr. WATT.—Some time ago 7 WAS. 
reported to me that this was being done, as 
and I submitted the matter for the con- 
sideration of the Crown, Law officers. I 
am not aware of the report submitted by 
the Department, but I shall mink: in- 
quiries. 

Mr. FENTON.—Seeing that “Parlia- 
ment is about to enact new moratorium _ 
conditions in the shape of a Bill, will the — 
Acting Attorney-Gdneral issue a simple — 
statement to the public pointing out to 
those who have mortgages on their pro- — 
perty, the benefits to be conferred by the — 
measure? ‘There is a good deal of mis-— 
apprehension in the minds of the public nae 
which could be allayed by the issue 1 gee 
such a statement. cut 


Mr. GROOM.—The regulations | of ak 
necessity are very long, very technical, — 
and very complicated, but I am willing : 
to ‘have a short summary prepared as to 
the~ persons protected by the legislation, 
and their rights under it. If honorable 
members care they can supply the sum- 
mary to any individuals who may com : 
mulnicate with them on the oul jC 


4 


WAR POSTAGE TAs 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—In view of the. “ 
early ratification of Peace, can the Post- 
master-General say when we may expect 
a discontinuance of the war postage ti : 
and whether negotiations are sane ye 
between the Postal Department ane the + 
Treasury with that end in view? = = 

Mr. WEBSTER.\That is a master 
which is dealt with by the Treasurer. Tt 
the honorable member will give notice of 
his question, the Treasurer will furnis ' 
an answer. ~ of ae 

a, 
PROPORTIONAL VOTING ‘FOR <i c 
SENATE. ys Bape 


Mr. HIGGS.—Can the Minister fae ig 
Home and Territories give us any definite — 
information as to whether the Government 


propose to introduce a Bill providence? 


proportional representation or abe ea 
voting in connexion with Senate elections? — 

Mr. GLYNN.—A Bill will be intro- — 
duced, and its contents will be seen ae re 
soon as it is laid on the table. — 



















f wheat te and the ieee of 
2 scarcity of fodder reserves through- 


er a. ‘proposition to pay a substantial 
nu: to all farmers cutting and thrash- 
eir forthcoming wheat crops, and, 
this. oe properly conserving the by- 
oducts ? 
Mr. WATT. = The Guiverhinent are well 
of the solicitude which the honor- 
* ber shows for the producing in- 
a solicitude which ph er cordi- 


P. 


exon Ne 


sda : the Central 
an > in the ederet Capital—Mel- 


es my hee would be mis- 


m, ‘or iby what is behind them. I 
eady replied to the honorable 
u My ee was based 
I was 


c purpose for aie ak he ee it, 
be misleading, not only to the hon- 
ea but also to those for whom 


, conditions prevailing, bringing 


The Minister told me in reply 


rast 
COUNTRY — “MAIL CONTRACTORS. 


Mr. PIGOTT.—In view of the drought 
in the northern and western parts of New 
South Wales, and having regard to the 
very high price of produce, has the Post- — 
miaster-General yet considered what 
allowance he will make to country mail 
contractors? 

Mr. WEBSTER.—I refer the nonor-- 
‘able member to a reply I gave yore 
to a question upon notice. 


TELEPHONE ‘DISCONNEXIONS. 


Mr. SINOLAIR.—Some telephone ~ 
subscribers who have regularly paid tele- 
phone rents for years have been unable, 
on account of the influenza epidemic, to 
attend to business matters, and have not 
renewed their subscription on the due 
date. Is it the usual practice of the Tele- 
phone ‘Branch to cut off such subsertbers 
without notice, and to then insist upon a 
payment of 5s. before the service is recon- 
nected ? 

Mr. WEBSTER.—That is the rule 
which has been found necessary in order 
to safeguard the revenue of the Depari-— 
ment. . 


TREATMENT OF SOLDIERS — 
ON TRANSPORTS. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I ask the Assistant 
Minister for Defence if Ministers ever 
make inquiries into the treatment of 
soldiers on transports, or do they wait 
until there is a mutiny on board before 
they investigate the treatment of the men — 
by the officers? 

Mr. WISE.—I know that fepeatetis 
questions are asked of returned soldiers as . 
to whether there was any dissatisfaction 
on the transports by which they returned 
to Australia. a 


aie: 


WAR SERVICE HOMES, 


Mr. RILEY.—When will the Minister 
representing the Minister for Repatria- 
tion be able to make ‘a statement to the 
House regarding the number of war-ser- 
vice homes already erected, and the steps 
that are being taken to secure cheap ma- 
terial for those buildings? 
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Adjournment 


Mr. POYNTON.—I shall again bring 
that question under the notice of the Min- 
ister for Repatriation, who, I understand, 
has been endeavouring for some time past 
to get the information which the honor- 
able member requires. I shall advise the 
honorable member later if the informa- 
tion is available. 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 


Prices or Hipes, LEATHER, AND 
Footwear. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—I have received an intimation 
from the honorable member for Yarra 
(Mr. Tudor) that he intends to move the 
adjournment of the House to discuss a 
definite matter of jurgent public import- 
ance, namely, “ The serious situation 
which has arisen in connexion with in- 
ereases in the prices of hides, leather, and 
footwear.” 


Five honorable members having risen 
in their places, 


Question proposed. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11. 36}.—1 bye 
no apology for moving the adjournment 
of the House to discuss this matter. If 
every honorable member is not seized of 
the importanee of this subject to-day, I 
guarantee that before six months has 
elapsed every one of them will realize the 
great increase that has taken place 1 in the 
price of footwear. 


Mr. Re cee ar realize that now. 


Mr. TUDOR.—TI assure the House that 
the price to-day is nothing to what it will 
be six months hence. I make that state- 
ment on the evidence of the best experts 
in the Australian leather trade. On 
page 7 of its report on boots and shoes, 
issued this year, the Inter-State Cominis- 
sion published a table showing the prices 
realized at auction for standard brands 
of New South Wales butchers’ hides. 
They rose from 7#d. to 84d. in July, 1914, 
to from Js. to 1s. ldd. in February, 1917. 
The prices fixed : the Government were 
102d. and 11d., but the order fixing prices 
was repealed on 14th May of this year. 
The following table shows the rates 
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states that, although there was a greater — 
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There has been an increase of nearly see 
100 per cent. in. the price of stout hides — Roa 
since May of this year. The fixed PERS. 

for good hides was 102d. 


Mr. Pagr.—I draw attention t the : 
state of the House. | Quorum formed.| : 
Mr. ‘TUDOR. —Broadly stated, ies Gens 


position is that the prices of all hides have . 
increased by 100 per cent. since the price — 
fixing order’ was repealed on the Ath 
May, and they are still rising. at 

Mr, Frenron.—What is the highest es 
price ? : pes 
. Mr. TUDOR.—Twenty-two pence eit 
the Argus sommercial column today 








quantity of. hides offering, prices were — ts 
from. 4d. to 3d. higher than those offermg 
last week. In May, 1916, the average 
export price was 23s. per ide, which ~ 
weighs from about 50’ Ibs. to 60 Ibs. 
The average weight of a ‘hide is abou 

te Ibs.- ‘That ee pee ae the Pree : 













per cent. nike ical ‘hit, but sin ). 
even, they have increased by 100. ‘per cent. ioe 









No farmer in the community is reaping — iis 
the advantage of these high prices. Th i. 
gain is going to the lange meat works, and ~~ 
the persons who were holding back hides, — 
and would not sell them to tanners. 
Mr. Roperrs.—It is only fair to ay 
that. there was a prohibition against ex- he 
port, and that has created an oxCone lve, fies 
world demand. [~. 1 rre 
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UDOR. ve one time cca. was 
: prohibition of the export of hides, 
later a Committee, comprising 
pede on, peopel and Dono- 
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ap 
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e price of the dle a 
‘he Inter-State Commission, at 
f their -report, state that ‘the 
ce te hoes hide was ls. 34d. 


Bas. a at less than 2s. 9d. 
acturer to-day knows. where. 
Hides are increasing in 
he tanner does not know what 
ave. to pay next week for the 


ti lian “requirements, and he 
know how much he will have to 
Every boot manufacturer will 
ame tale. . This condition of 
‘eflects not only on the opera- 
it w.ll reflect in the near future 
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Mr. Warxins.—Boots are 
over 100 per cent. retail. © pte 

Mr. TUDOR.—Whatever they ara 
to-day, I guarantee they will be higher 
in six months’ time. I am setting forth 
these facts in order to induce the Go- 
vernment to do something. «It is all — 
very well for them to say they have re-— 
pealed the regulation dealing with hides. 
They dealt with other articles in the 
Commercial ‘Activities Bill. 


Mr. Grrene.—Does . the honorable 
member suggest that we can deal with 
hides and leather in exactly the same 
way as we dealt with other articles un- 
der that Bill? 


Mr. TUDOR.—I cannot ‘see aa the 
finished article of the sugar farmer in 
Queensland is different from the hide. 
which another farmer in Queensland 
has to sell. 


Mr. Grermne.—There is exactly the 
same difference between the power to 
deal with sugar and the power to deal 
with hides as there is between sugar and 
hides. 


Mro- TUDOR. —1f it ‘misans that. tha: 
Commonwealth has absolutely no power 
to deal with this matter, and that we 
must hand it over to six Parliaments, 
with six different sets of conditions, the 
sooner we obtain an amendment of the 
Constitution the better. -This is a ques-— 
tion that can be dealt with only from 
an Australian point of view. The hides 
are produced in practically every. State, 
and: largely in Queensland. Tanning 
operations are carried on in practically 


every State, and largely in New South — 


Wales and Victoria. Boot manufactur- 
ing is carried on in every State, and 
again largely in the two most populous 
States. We should not be afraid to deal 
with the problem ourselves. It has been 
dealt with effectively in England by 
means for standardization of boots and 
shoes and the limitation of profits. The | 
Inter-State Commission, at page 30 is its 2 
report, states :— 


Before the war England was one of the 
largest -producers of boots in the world, a 
fact which gives a special significance to the 
acquiescence and co-operation of her manu-. 
facturers and distributors in the innovations 
recently introdueed by the Corprieees in 
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order to cheapen the prices of footwear. The 
particulars of the British system are as fol- 
lows :— 

Standard boots for men, women, and chil- 
dren were designed, some _ thirty-eight 
usual types being determined, which are 
enumerated together with their prices in 
Appendix E’ to this report. /The 
official regulations prescribed after a 
conference between the manufacturers 
and» the Department are quoted in the 
Shoe and Leather Record of 28th Sep- 
tember, 1917. The full text of the ar- 
ticle is printed in Appendix. F. The 
principal regulations are as follow :— 

The Department shall issue leather to 
the manufacturer at fixed prices. 
The manufacturer shall sell boots at a 


fixed price, showing 5 per cent. 
profit to the manufacturer. 
The manufacturer’s name shall be 


stamped on the inside of the shoe 
where it can be plainly seen. 

The Government brand and_ selling 
price (i.e., retail) shall be plainly 
stamped on the sole. 

Retailers shall sell at a fixed price 
for cash at the price marked on the 
sole. 


Mr. Ropcrers.—What is the Queens- 
land Government doing with the hides it 
produces on its own stations? 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable mem- 
ber for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) does not 
desire me to get in the Inter-State 
Commission’s report on the question of 
the standardization of products and the 
limitation of profits. I have no inten- 
tion of taking any notice of his inter- 
jections. 

Mr. Grerene.—Does the honorable 
member suggest that the Inter-State 
Commission recommends the English 
legislation to the Commonwealth Parlia- 


ment as something that’ we should 
adopt ? 
Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister tells me 


that this Parliament has no power to 
deal with the question. The Inter-State 
Commission is pointing out what has 
been done in other countries. My point 
is that, unless the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment take steps to deal with the 
matter, there will be a day of reckoning 
for them. If they can do it with one 
commodity, I fail to see why they can- 
not doit with others. It is quite pos- 
sible that the certificate given by certain 
legal gentleman with. the Commercial 
Activities. Bill is not worth anything. 
They do not say in their certificate 
that the Act will stand the test of an 
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‘in the tanning trade either for over oe 


- Honorable members may, therefore, rest 
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action brought in the High Colteee : 
it is quite possible that it will be upset. 
Mr. McWiuttams.—It is quite clear — 
that the increase in the price of boots is eS, 
abnormal. s 
Mr. TUDOR.—Yes, and it ‘@anot Se. 
said that it is due to an increase in wages. re Pr 
The boot operatives’ wages have net been 
increased since July, 1918. I> guarantee _ 
that the average wages cost for the manu- = 
facture of the boots that honorable mem- 
bers are wearing has not been more ee # 
4s. 6d. ; 5.8 
Mr. Ropcrrs.—Tell us about——+ = 2, 
Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable menibet op 
is very anxious to prevent me from show- — i 
ing that the boot operatives’ wages have 
not increased. They have not increased ose 










months. _Knibbs’ manufacturing statis- ie 
tics show that the wages cost in tanning — 
is 11 ‘or 12 per cent. EI have “not 
looked up the figures recently, so aires a 
what I have quoted may be slightly in os 


_ error, but I undertake to say that 15 per — 


cent. would more than pay the whole of a. 
the wages cost in the tanning trade. I 

have made inquiries on this subject ee 
the general secretaries of the organizations’ a 
all over Australia. They are the men ae 
who conducted the cases before the Arbi- 
tration Court, and they know the facts. 














the wages in the koot trade for fet = 
twelve months, and no increase in the — 
wages in the tanning trade since April of — 
this year, when a rise of 3s. per week wae 

















ning industry for the lowest grade. work e 
is 10s. 6d. per ene The pay pee u 


£3 18s. per week, or 13s. per day. 
has, therefore, been practically no i 
crease in wages to account for thee: ; 
increase in the cost of boots. | ae mee 
Mr. Warxins.—We had better er 
them a little Free Trade when the T Tariff 
comes on; it will do them good. — 
Mr. TUDOR. —I am not going 2 
that. I was pleased to read that a firm 
in New South Wales had obtained acon-  ~ 
tract to supply 200,000 pairs of boots tc 
Great Britain. While I was ab tl o 
Customs Department, which must_ 
about three years ago, a firm in my elec- 
torate, where I. believe half the: boo ota 
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ea ply a Australia as they are folie 
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ht to buy the articles at the 
wl my they are exported. Every 
irer ‘can tell honorable members 
of sole leather has gone up 
_ The She we used to get 


r, Pay éost 6s. 6d. per pair 

all over Australia. ~ 

eM ,0DGERS —What is the Queensland 
xOVEerN 3 ee with ees des on its 


W. Elliot 
T ask the honorable member. 
gt to interject so fesse cotnt 


as Not Ee has_ sole 
saat creased in price, but upper 
has gone up also. While sole 


old by the pound, upper 
s sold by the square foot. 
mver ation — with me the other 
Minister - for Trade and 
Greene) said he believed 


; be imported. : 


er: 


ae goats to “keen the tan- 
The Inter- 


Lows that, in 1914, the price of 
dium x glact kid was Is. oy heed 


~suede frem 1s. 





imported _ articles, and the import prices 
have gone up more than the prices of 
local products. 

Mr. Greene.—The relative rise in all - 
leathers not meataced . in this sountey is” 
much higher. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I admit that, 
calf, which was ls. 8d. in 1914, was 
Soi tedeein- 1818 an ineease of 88 per 
cent. I heard the other day that a firm 
on cabling to America received a quota- 
tion at 4s. 6d. per square foot. They re- 
plied within a few hours placing an order 
at 4s. 6d., and received word back as fol- 
lows :-—“ Your offer is too late; the price 
is now 5s. 6d.’’ I believe that to-day it 
to 6s. From a letter in the Age, on the 
6th inst., from Jackson and Company, 
Melbourne, 


rose from 1s. 14d. to 1s. 9d., and grey 
4d. to 2s, 3d. Suede 
leather is made here, but the tanner has 
to pay more for his raw material and 
other requisites. The great difficulty, 
however, is that those concerned do not 
know where they are going to be landed. 
Yesterday I- asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs a question on 
the subject, and the answer he gave was 
that the Collector of Customs in each 
State has been instructed that permits for 
the exportation of both hides and leather 
may be issued, provided the leather in- 
spector recommends exportation, and the 
Collector be satisfied by statutory declara- 
tion in each instance that such hides and 


leather as it is desired to export have been — 


offered at current market rates to and 


declined by local manufacturers who use 


the class of. leather or hides concerned. 


. Prices are enormous all over the world. 


' Although some honorable members 
4 might say that sugar has no rela- 
tion to the subject now under dis- 


cussion, I may point out that had 
the embargo not been placed on the 
exportation of sugar in September, 


1914, it would have meant the exportation — 
of 20 ,000 tons, with the result that prices 
could have been raised indefinitely im 
~ Australia. 


We know that, owing to the 


Patent . 


I find that bag-hide was 
_ 1s, 1d. a square foot, and 1s. 8d. in July, 
1919; that in the same period pig belting 


“ 
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-, the flocks and herds of sens coun- 
nef have been greatly depleted; but the 
increase in prices is, in my opinion, out 
of all proportion. Tf a few of the big 
cattle men in America, or any other coun- 
try, where millions of cattle are slaught- 
ered, get control of the hides they can 
practically fix the price; there is nothing 
to stop them, except our people going 
without boots. That remedy, of course, is 
impossible, even for children, in the colder 
parts of ‘Australia, and, with 12 degrees 
of frost, such as we experienced last week, 
it is a remedy we should not like to see 
applied in a civilized community like this. 
The Government ought to take the whole 
matter into serious consideration. 

Mr. Greenre.—What steps do you think 
the Government ought to take? — 

Mr, TUDOR.—I suggest that there 
ought to be a complete Pool to deal with 
hides, leather, and boots, for one cannot 
be dealt with without the other. If we 
protect the tanner, we must also protect 
the boot manufacturer, and those who 
purchase the boots from the retailer. 
This is an Australian question, which no 
authority but the Australian Parliament 
can deal with. 

We are told that Australia at the pre- 
sent time is being flooded with buyers 
from other parts.of the world, and as one 
who had something to do with the embargo 
on the exportation of skins and hides, I 
ask honorable members to look up the 
statistics of the years just before the war, 
when they will find that hides and leather 
from Australia were going to Continental 
countries. it is quite possible that boots 
worn by our enemies were made from Aus- 
tralian hides, and that was my fear at the 
time the embargo was imposed. The re- 
sult of the embargo was that the tanning 
trade in Australia received a great im- 
petus, and I believe 
leather made a great name for itself, If 
our tanners can obtain the raw material, 
they ought to be able to turn out leather 
equal to that produced in any part of the 
world. 

Mr. Fowzrer.—<Australian tanners can 
do that, but they do not always try. 
Mr, TUDOR.—I admit’ that the ten- 
dency sometimes is to take the hides out 


[REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


that Australian . 


(Hormel): 





of the pits before he are. pro ‘te 
tanned in order to get it alee eae > 
market. ay 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. w. Elliot 
Johnson ).—The honorable e ; 
time has expired. ee 

Mr. Pacn.—I call attention to the whic 
of the House. I must have the Aatotent 
Minister for Defence (Mr. Wise) | ‘pre-. 
sent. [Quorum formed. | eae a 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH (Denison) [12.8 bP 3 
-—This is a most complex question, and — 
it is only. by inquiry that the problem to — 
be solyed can be-realized. Owing to the — 
kindness of men in the business, who are — 
only too glad to afford information, 2 Se 
have recently been able to pay conside 
able attention to the subject of le 
production, right from the bullock’s bae oh 
to the tannery, and into the boot. manu-— os 
factory. No doubt there is a great short- 
age of hides in Australia, and tanners are ~ 
unable to procure sufficient for their re- 
quirements, owing, I am informed, tothe 
operations of American dealers. It has 
been explained to me that-while in other — :! 
countries tanners are able to “load” 
leather with glucose and other materials, op. 
that-is not permitted in Australia ; and, 2 
consequently, it pays foreign buyers bree 
get hides here and treat them abroad. oe 
will be seen how easy it would be for.an 
American company to operate in Austra- eu 
lia, and almost compel tarfhers to pay any 
hides the Americans chose to — on. ae 
hades i 





























Bs corel one section of the mae x 
will be most harshly dealt with. ee 
absolutely necessary to encourage pri 
production as far as possible, in order to tee 
realize that wealth so essential to our pay = 
ing our way. There is such a : shoriage 

of labour in the tanning trade that m ss 
tanners are willingly paying over the ~ 
award, rates, and are welcoming the yew 
vices of returned soldiers. fac- 
tory I recently visited I had pointed out 
to me a number of returned men who 
were being trained, so as to eventually be- 
come experts in a particular branch of | 
the trade; and I hope that other eae 
ployers will follow this aroha example: 















































ik is ype tae too. expensive, endl 
ying that the tanners are - re- 

ns: fe That, however, is not- the 
i a At one tannery L. visited T was 


hee a in Melbourne wuite un- 
ified, and quite useless for the pur- 
re ‘this manufacturer, owing to. the 
nous brands on them; indeed, it is 
impossible to see any portion of a 
without a brand. In my opinion, 


hd 


oe must be ne coma egy 


Y en —It is better to 
d than lose the cattle ripest 

LAIRD SMITH.—I am always 
th that argument; but, in my inno- 
ender whether a bullock dies if 


‘Paar A oT he bullock does! | 
LAIRD SMITH. It is merely a 
f ownership, that is all. A legis- 
the. Western Australian Parlia- 
° has given - considerable atten- 
is ‘serious question in a practical 
sured me, in the course of conver- 
hat the loss owing to unsystematic 
be about a1 000,000 an- 


der of eas SOpeation (Mr 
oke of the treatment of glacé 
en: iasither, and other leathers. of 
igher.. class, but he. will bear me out 
there is considerable risk in the pre- 


on of these leathers. The prepara- 
Bot. . leather, foo pales is 


FPowiedionts ote For instance, 
ust be the best linseed oil, which 


7,°1919.} Leather, and Footwear. 


7 ee ata temperature Nee 





eauses considerable risk of fire in a fac- 


tory. The profits of the tanner are not 
as large as many honorable members 
imagine. | 


ae Ba MaWiitines thes are - doing 
very well. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH. the pep oe 
member knows more about the raising of 
cattle than the tanning of leather, and I 

assure him that the tanners are not mak- 
ing such huge profits as some appear to 
believe. The tanning industry should be 
encouraged. It takes a long time to build 
up, and now that it is established m Aus- 


tralia the Minister for Trade and Cus-— 


toms (Mr. Greene), must be careful not 


to do anything that might be disastrous _ 


to it. The boot manufacturers and the 
tanners must be prepared to give and 
take. Boot manufacturers should assist 
the Australian tanning industry by using 
only Australian leather. Our leather is 
quite as good as that made in America, 
and an important ‘point is that we do not 
produce here the boot composition which 
is prepared in the United States of 
America, and in which there is practi- 
cally no leather. 

I do not think we need be much con- 


cerned about the export of leather to the 


United States of America. ‘*I was re- 
cently informed by a large firm who had 
exported leather to America, that the 
agents and brokers’ fees, as well as 
other costs mvolved, in placing Austra-_ 
lian, leather on the American market, 
were so heavy that they were not likely 
to continue the trade. I would urge the 
Minister to make it, possible for local 
tanners to obtain the hides they require 
at a price that will allow the growers a 


fair and reasonable profit. If that were 


done, it would goa long way to solve this 
problem: The situation at present is not 
likely to last. It can be only temporary, 
since its continuance would be disastrous 
to those who are supposed to be cornering 
hides. If the price of boots continues to 
increase, there will be ain upheaval, and 
the people will insist upon something 
being done to bring them down to a rea- 
sonable level.’ There is produced in Aus- 
tralia a class of fancy boots which is re- 
tailed at about £3 5s. per pair, and there 


~~ 
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is such a demand for them, even. at that 
price, that, it is said, the factory which 
has specialized in their production can 
scarcely cope with it. A witness, who 
appeared recently before the Inter-State 
Commission, said that the people, and 
particularly. the women folk, were pre- 
pared to pay these high prices, and that 
being so, he asked, why should they not 
_ be charged ? 

Mr. Warxrys.—lIin, other words, “ Why 
not rob the people?” 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH. — Quite so. 
That statement, I think, was made in the 
course of evidence given before the Inter- 
State Commission in Sydney. — Prices 
are soaring because it is found that the 
people are willing, apparently, to pay 
whatever is demanded of them. 

In giving to this question the con- 
sideration that I know he will devote to 
it, the Minister should be careful not to 
interfere unduly with the tanning mdus- 
try. We want to develop our industries 
as much as possible. In every calling, 
whether it be that of the manufacturer 
of leather, boots, or any other commo- 
dity, I would pay the very highest wages 
in return for the best work. When I 
was working at the bench, it was always 
my belief that I should do the best pos- 
sible work, so that I could conscienti- 
ously ask for the very best wages. That 
is the positida to-day in the United States 
of America. Industrially Australia to-day 
is somewhat where the United States of 
America was, some twelve years ago, when 
the Industrial Workers of the World got 
to work, taught men to go slow, and 
almost brought about industrial chaos. 
Who was responsible for the change? 
Men like Samuel Gompers and those em- 
ployed in the Ford Motor Factory and the 
Cash Register Works were among the 
first to take action. They said to the 
Industrial Workers of the World, “ This 
sort of thing must stop. If the system 
which you have introduced is allowed to 
go on the United States of America will 
not be able to compete with other parts 
of the world, and therefore out you must 
- go.” It was not the bosses, but the 
leaders of industry and the industrialists 
themselves who put these men out. They 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


“The 


(Formal) : 





said to them, “You are no good to the — 


bosses, to the workers, or to the United 
States of America, and the sooner you 
get out, the better for our country.” 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).—Order! The honorable mem- 
ber’s time has expired. 





Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [12.22]. — 


Leader of the 
Tudor) is to be commended for his action 
in bringing before the House this most 
important question, which, having regard — 
to the fact that the price ‘of boot leather 
is steadily soaring, demands the most 
careful consideration. The 
member for Denison (Mr. Laird Smith) 
has made what I should describe as an 
apologetic speech. ‘He has endeavoured 


to show that these high prices are due to 


the scarcity of labour, and the difficulty 
of securing certain tanning requisites. 
Does it not 


of labour should be urged as a reason for 
the increase in prices ? 


ance of labour, and men looking for em- 
ployment all over the country, it cannot — 


Opposition (Mr. — 


honorable — 


appear strange that now that — 
we have more labour available than we 
have had for four or five vears, scarcity — 


L. 


When our men — 
were at the war there might have been a ~ 
scarcity, but now that we have an abund- 


_ 


be said that a shortage of labour is re- 


sponsible for the steady increase in the 
price of boots. That argument goes by 
the board. The_ honorable mentee 
argument in regard to the increases in 
wages may be dismissed in the same way. 
Mr. Tupor.—Hear, hear ! 


There ak ea: 


been no increase of wages in the “boot- Ss, 


making trade for twelve months. 
Mr. 
going up all the time. 


that we cannot protect the people from — 


CHARLTON .—Yet prices are ss 
Are we to admit — 
that as a Parliament we are impoteaae x 


the profiteering that is taking place, espe- 


cially in relation to commodities over — 


: ‘ 


which we have complete control? What- 
ever may. be said as to our power to fix : 
prices, it cannot be denied that this Par- 


liament controls the export of hides. 


Some time ago the Government actually — aie 


fixed the price of hides. As 
up. How is 


embargo was 


jumped 
fore. the 


‘s00D — 
as the embargo was removed prices 
it that be | 
lifted the 


wy 

















































ers V vere wble te 3 ‘pay he | prices. oe 
to io observe the Bees awards made by 


It.is impossible to 
{ ition taken up by 
onorable member. If the Go- 
ment have power to continue, as 
Bore. done, the operation of the 


ities, aS is no reason SS 
“not continue the application 
alsin to leather. 

ones for Trade and Customs 


ae to bsport nee he had to make 
OS ee that they had been offered 
sal buyers at current rates. That re- 
it is of no value. Who makes the 
rates ? They are fixed by those 
speculating i in hides. If a dozen 
with a capital of, say, £1,000,000, 
into the local market to-morrow and 
ed to speculate in hides, we should 
mols fix the current rate. » Know- 





ae to eke more foe res here, and 


Beost. that those who alae 
export would ‘‘ rig’ the mar- 
: here against themselves EES ‘ 


or three times tie ‘thay it is 
: that speculators with cabled in- 


nm ee time to time as to the 


Up ‘to a eertain price. 
ENE.—But surely they would 


- offered to local buyers at current 
ates s is of. no. value. The-current rate is 
fictitious one, created by the exploiters 
1 mselves, who in ‘turn require addi- 
al prices from those who buy from 





by any such requirement, “while 
et. price abroad for hides is 


UST, 4919.) Teather, ae ob hiar. 


higher Ghia it is nee 


y ie tes ruling here, we would ba é 


hat Rides Sede be expected 


a 


as 





nhere’s is no scar- 
city of hides in Australia. / We are 
killing as much meat as before the war; 
yet the price of hides continues to rise. It 
seems to me that this is another sop for 
the pastoralists, who are enjoying the bene- 
fit of every action taken by the Govern- 
ment in regard to the handling of meat, 
wool, and other primary products. The 


pastoralists are getting almost as much-— 


for their hides as they secured a few years 
ago for their bullocks. 

Mr. Picorr.—In many cases the only 
return they secure is in respect of the 
hides, because, owing to the drought, 
their cattle are dying. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I have every sym. 


pathy for those carrying on operations in | 


the drought-stricken area, but the hon- 
orable member will not say that the 
drought has been general. Speaking 
broadly, Australia has had, during the 
war period, the best seasons experienced 
for years, and in this way has been 
materially assisted in the prosecution: of 
the war. According to a return If have 
before me, the cost of hides in 1914-16 
worked out at about £1 7s. 9d. each, but 
in 1917-18 it was about £2 8s. 9d. each, 
so that there was a rise of £1 ls. 
hide. Since then the price has con- 
siderably increased. Probably as mich 
as £3 per hide is being paid to-day— 
almost as much as the pastoralists were 
getting for the beasts a little while ago. 


We talk about profiteering and about 


people becoming “immensely wealthy, 
yet we permit this sort of thing with our 
eyes open. The Minister may ask what 
he can do to prevent it, ‘but, in view of 


the high cost of living, I ‘would take 


every possible ‘precaution to safeguard 
the public. The price of commodities 
of which we have a surplus in Australia 
ought not to be regulated by what is 


happening on the other side of the world, — 


where, owing to the ravages of war, 
they are not able to produce sufficient 
for their own requirements. Otherwise 
our people would starve; they would not 
be able to pay the prices. Ministers 
talk about discontent, but they are 
bringing it about by their own inaction. 
They ought to see that no hides are 
exported until there is some guarantee 
that the Eee of Australia will be able 


per 


bisge’ 
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to buy hides at the price which pre- 
vailed prior to the war. I would make 

‘no bones’’ abcut it. Pastoralists could. 
run their industry successfully and make 
a profit at the prices prevailing before 
the war, and there is no justification for 
such an increase that the sale of hides 
alone produces almost sufficient to pay 
the current expenses of a station, while 
at the same time the pastoralists are get- 
ting more for every pound of beef that 
is grown. Surely they can afford to let 
the people of Australia have the hides 
at the price prevailing before the war. 
The Minister has power to deal with 
this matter. He is given no authority 
under the Constitution to regulate the 
price of hides, but he has the power to 
prohibit their. exportation. That is a 
matter which lies entirely in the hands 
of the Commonwealth. It is hoodwink- 
ing the people to say that the Common- 
wealth Government cannot control the 
price of hides. They can do it, if they 
make use of the provisions of the Cus- 
toms Act. If they decline to do it, it 
is useless for this Parliament to ask the 
people to amend the Constitution so as to 
give further powers to the Common- 
wealth, seeing that we do not make use 
of those we already possess. If the ex- 
portation of hides is prohibited, the 
Australian tanners will get their raw 
material at a cheaper price. As the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 
has pointed out, provision must also. be 
made to prevent the tanners imposing 
exorbitant rates. But the. position to- 
day is that people outside controlling 
certain commodities practically laugh at 
Parliament. 
like. They. have no consideration for 
the general public, so long as they get 
their pound of flesh. And we permit 
this sort of thing to continue year after 
year without making any attempt to 
cope with it, 

I am one of those who agree that it 
is uecessary for the Constitution to be 
amended so that we may regulate many 
things, but we can do much to cause the 
fixation of prices by prohibiting exporta- 
tion. It cannot be argued that the pas- 
toralists will not kill their beasts if the 
exportation of hides is prohibited. It 


will not pay them to keep their stock on . 


their holdings beyond .a certain time. 
Mr, Charlton. 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


They do anything they 


(Formal) : 


‘The beasts must. be killed. ‘Therstasie ¢ 
if we prevent the exportation of hides — ey E 


until they can be purchased in Aus- — 
tralia at a reasonable price, it will not 
affect the price of meat. The matter is” 
easily regulated. <A little backbone on. 
the part of Ministers is required. In- 
stead of the Government pandering to 
the wealthy, it is time they pandered a 
little to the poorer section of the com- 
munity, or had some regard to their im- 
terests. We have too much pandering 
to certain people, with the result that 
they are gathering in immense wealth at 
the expense of the balance of the com- 
munity. We have the power to deal 
with this matter. Let us rise to the 
occasion, and eassert that these thine 
shall continue no longer. We are told — 


that shortly the price of boots will in- 


crease by another 50 per cent. I have 
seen letters forwarded by manufacturers: 
to different people, in which the only Trea- 
son advanced for the increase in the price 
of boots is the big increase im the price _ 
of hides. 
the cost of labour, or as to any difficulty — 
having arisen in connexion i: the tan- 
ning process. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond— Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [12.38].—iI take ~ 
no exception to the action the Te. 
of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) — 
drawing attention to the condition af 
affairs in connexion with hides and ~ 
leather and the attendant industries. ite 
is a matter which deserves the serious — 
consideration of both sides of the House, — 


and cannot be lightly dismissed. At ae | : 


same time, I feel that, before making — 


statements in the TT ase as ‘to the Min- | ; 


ister’s power, and as «to what can her. 
done, aind what cannot be done, and what 
ought to be done, honorable. members 
should try to arrive at a definite know- 
ledge of the circumstances, anid read the 


No complaint is made as to ‘ 








- o 
her 


wi, 


Statutes for which they have been’ ee be 


sponsible. 


Mr. WatTKINS.—What about sugar ond Ba 


wool ? 

Mr. GREENE.—The power to Fc 
with sugar, 
the fact. that the Government, under the ~ 
Defence power, 


tracts. 


made corhaiin definite | as : 
contracts which were continniag con, coor 
. at 


butter, and wool arose from is. 4 





| But. ‘the Gover tment 
“power to prevent the exporta- 



























Mr. GREENE—T will come to that 


ess geben as we are ney ae 
dities dealt with in the Commer- 
tivities Bill, our 
arises from the fact-that under the 
gover the Government oer 


os a alibs the war be vir- 
the pact cee We were at war, we 


aa Reade. hides, ‘and boots to 
3ritain. Then we would have had 
the same power in regard to those 
ties that we have had in regard 
and butter. As we did not do it, 


ee. ee in regard to these 
hag as we have in regard to wool 
ter. The question is asked: Why 
ne gt prob the export of hides? 
RCHIBALD. —Hear, hear ! 


ament ey a baroo tis on in ihe 
ane which gives the Minister for 
} and Customs the power, during a 


’ syaheres ee can give the 
r the power to do that now. - 
GREENE.—But the House has 


control over. 
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Mr. Riniy << Wiiky have you not oad 
for it? 

Mr. GREENE.—Honorable Seoul 
are asking the Government to do a cer- 
tain thing to-day with the law as it 
stands, 

Mr. Tupor.—The section of the Cus- 
tomis Act prohibiting export in certain 
‘eases was enacted before the war. im 


Mr. GREENE.—Yes; it prohibits ex- 


_ port which is “harmful to the Common- 


wealth.”’ ay 


Mr. Tupor. = Nite was done years 
before the war. ee) : 

Mr. GREENE.—That is so; but the 
question immediately arises as to the 
legal interpretation of what is ‘‘harmful 
to. the Commonwealth.’’ From one point 
of view, it is perfectly easy to argue that 
an increase in the prices of leather and_ 
boots is harmful to the Commonwealth. 


On the other hand, it is just as easy to. 


argue that it is of immense benefit to the 
Commonwealth to bring additional 
money into the country. The financier 
would argue, with perfect truth, that if 
we could export nearly all our ‘hides to 
America at the biggest possible price it 
would be of immense benefit to Australia. 

Mr.. Fenton.—And let the Australian 
children run around barefooted. 

Mr. GREENE.—I think that that 1s 
a wrong thing, but I am not referring to 
that aspect of the question at the present 

moment. I am endeavouring to show 
that the mere fact that during the war 
we found it necessary to alter the law, 


makes —it evident that the limited 
power of prohibition that was pre- 
viously contained in the Act was 
not. considered ample; and now 


that the war is over, it is. Just as easy to 
claim that it was not sufficient. 
be argued from one point of view that 
if we are able to export vast quantities of 

material to-day at high prices, the higher 
the better from that particular stand-— 
point, it may be of immense benefit to. this 
ey: 

One statement by the Leader of the 
Opposition rather _surprised me, because. 
it was a complete contradiction of — 
what he had said before. He said, “I 


hiave no objection to export so long as the 


It can 


“, 


A 
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Australian consumer-is supplied at the 
export price.” 

Mr. 
have always contended that people have 
no right to export such quantities as to 
create an artificial shortage in Australia 
in order to raise the price to the local ¢on- 
sumer. 

_Mr. GREENE.—That is a different 
matter. What the honorable member 
said was that he had no objection to the 
Australian price rising to the export 
parity. J have no doubt that under nor- 
- mal conditions he would hold that view, 
and the only question we have to consider 
is whether, under the abnormal conditions 
which exist throughout the world to-day, 
we should adopt measures which would 
result in the deliberate depression of 


prices in this country. * We have to con- 


sider the wisdom or otherwise of taking 
that step. It is perfectly clear from what 


the honorable member said, when I asked 


him to make a suggestion, that he realizes 
the fundamental difficulties in the way of 
dealing with this question except in a very 
complete fashion. 

Mr. Tupor.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. GREENE.\The honorable mem- 
ber sees that the mere prohibition of the 
export of hides, which was-urged by the 
honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
Charlton), would simply have the result 
of putting money into the pockets of some 
other party instead of into the pockets of 

the producer. If the Government control 

the export and the prices of hides and 
leather, and not the export and the prices 
of boots, the money, instead of going 
into the pockets of the producers and 
tanners, will reach the pockets of the boot 
manufacturers. The honorable member 
for Hunter has not done himself the 
eredit of considering whither his proposal 
to simply prohibit the export of hides 
would lead him. 

Mr. Cuartton.—lI stated clearly that 
the Government would require to take 
measures to protect the consumers against 
the tanners also. 

Mr. GREENE.—The honorable mem- 
ber talked about an embargo on the ex- 

port of hides, but I heard him say very 
little about leather. 


[REPRESENTATIVES ] 


Tupor.—l did not. say that. I* 


‘bers. In 






1 pale 


ea a ‘ 





The question has? been raised as Bae ® 3 es 
whether there has been to date an undue 4 ae 
export of hides. So far from that band eure 
the case since the removal of the embargo — = 
on the 14th May of this year, the number = 
of hides exported has been nothing likeas = 
great as the number exported in the | years | 
before the war. oe 8 

Mr. Cuartron.—What number of 
hides has been exported during the last 
three months? | Sar ae 

Mr. GREENE.—During ~ the eae: pre 
three months we exported only 33,128 oe 
hides. The number of hides pe ie 
during the whole of 1913 was 1,067,025. ~~ 
Honorable members may see from those - race 
figures that theeexport during the last 
three months has not been ‘propor- 
tionately as large as it was in 1913. 

Mr. Tupor—The killing season for — 
bullocks is past. It is durimg that™ sea- 
son that the big export takes place. ae ) 

‘Mr. GREENE.—I should like to have 


considerably more time to deal with this = a 


question, because there is much more I — 
could say upon it; but I remind honored = | 
members that when the Government, 
realizing that an abnormal condition of es 
affairs would obtain after the war, and — | 
believing that we should have still in our 
hands considerable additional powers, 2 a 
proposed to continue the War Precautions  —_ 
Act, honorable members on both sides of © oe 
the House—on one side’ as much as on =* 
the other—deliberately forced us to sur- 
render the power that otherwise we 
should have had. It was the desire of the 
Government to retain power under the 
War Precautions Act—the only legal | 
power we could have—to deal with these 
questions, but honorable members on both ~~ 
sides deliberately refused to give us that a a 
power. chtRaes 
Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [19.52]. 
—The speech of the Minister for 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) has es 
somewhat surprised honorable’ mem-= ~— 
defending the actions of 
himself and the Government hs has sors 
endeavoured to prove that the - Govern- Pa : 
ment are absolutely impotent to deal with 
the high prices of leather and footwear. es oy; 
All honorable members will agree that,no 
matter who is to blame, whether he be the 2 


_ Deill 


seller of hides, the tanner, or the boot ay 


























vices a BS teas oe as ie, 
-day. 
‘members. ‘that neither the producer, 
ner, nor the manufacturer is to 
e are beside the question. Here is ‘a 
ce ce that was issued. to boot retailers on 


“ 4 the - Federal Government having 
the restrictions on the prices of hides 
hers, tanners have notified us of a 
srease in the prices of upper and sole 
rs. We intend giving our clients the 
ts our stock through the rising prices 
ut will only accept orders subject to 


= 


| price ‘ruling on the date of despatch. 


he e! t of that policy has been that the 
rice ss footwear—not ladies’ fashionable 





















































price, but ordinary footwear 
en increased to the extent of 5s. 
pom: it leaves the retailer’s shop. 


m their® representatives. ler 
Perce in this country were not 
ted, perhaps, to the same extent as in 

tries _ nearer the war zone. ‘We did 
; expect that they would be; but cer- 
creases did take place, and the 
vere very tolerant while the war 
a cone we found that, whilst 


rtain eee aa ails. We 
Sse and discontent in pee 


Pictable member at Wiegelf 
regard to his own experience, how 
is possible for a man earning even £5 
we oe feed, clothe, and shoe a family 
What, is the reason for the ex- 
The 


ry 1919. i Tether Ore: : 


All the arguments by hon-— 

















even with ‘ateady work, ii cannot pay. 
He knows that he is being — 


his: way. 
robbed, and he is angry; and the Govern- 
ment will find out. Naturally, as his 


difficulties increase, he becomes reckless | 


and extreme in his polities. “a 

Mr, Fenron.—As the Prime Minisice 
(Mr. Hughes) has said, “ profiteering 
breeds Bolshevism.” — . 


Mr. WATKINS.—The Minister for 


Trade and Customs told us that we are 


powerless to interfere with trade and — 


commerce. On the other hand, we have 


-vyead the Prime Minister’s statement that 


he will fight the profiteers to the bitter 
end. ‘How will he fight them? Probably 
in the-same way as the Minister has 
fought them this morning—by excusing 
the people who are operating in con- 
nexion with leather and hides. — 
out Australia there are agents engaged 
in buying up hides. ‘All hides must be 


- offered to local buyers at. current rates 
before they are exported; but that con- 


dition is very easily met, because we 


know how prices are fixed. Those agents — 


are buying, ‘not only for America, but 
also for our former enemies. 
the Minister has no power under the War 


Precautions: Act to deal with this matter, 


nothing can. this Parliament 


‘prevent 


from putting export duties on hides and 
other commodities until the local market 
IT hope the Minister will 
take the view that the prices of boots to- 


is supplied, 


day are too high, having regard to the 
fact that we are exporting hides. Chil- 


dren are not only hungry, but in many 
That is a 
serious state of affairs in the colder cli-' 


parts they are bootless too. 


mates of Australia. If the Government 


Through- 


Reon tes 


will not take some steps to regulate this - 


matter, they cannot expect to bring about 


industrial peace and contentment. 


Debate interrupted under standing 
order 119. 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m. 


AUSTRALIAN NAVY: SALARIES. — 


Mr. WEST (for Mr. Braxetzy) asked 
the Acting Minister for the Navy, sgt: ¢ 


notice— a 


Whether he will supply a return showing the z 


salaries paid to the following positions in the 


aa 
thie 3 
t 
S 





ae 
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Australian Navy in the years 1913. cng 1919 
respectively: — Paymasters, Chief Writer, 
Writer, Captain, First Lieutenant, Second 
Lieutenant? , 


Mr. PQOYN TON. —Yes. 


COCKATOO DOCK. 
Usr or “ GypsBoarp.” 


Mr. BAYLEY asked the Acting Minis- 
ter for the Navy, upon notece— 


Whether he will explain why a foc made 
_ article, viz., “ Gypsboard” monolithic plaster 
_ sheets, were ipleciod by his Department for the 
various interiors and partitions in the new 
drawing offices at Cockatoo Island Dockyard 
when there are on the market Australian-made 
goods, such as three-ply, which. have proved 
_ their suitability for such purposes?’ 


Mr. POYNTON.—The article referred © 


to is of Australian manufacture, being 
made in Sydney. 


‘OLD-AGE PENSIONS. 
Mr. FENTON (for Mr. MoGrarn) 


asked the Treasurer, wpon notice-— 


Will he take into Aonalioration the advisa- _ 


bility of restoring the old-age pension to per- 
sons who were receiving the same and were 
- not naturalized when war was declared? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Warr).—It is 
not intended at present to do so. 


¥ 
\ 


ANZAC TWEED INDUSTRY. 


Mr. FENTON (for Dr. Matonzy) 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 


If a number of citizens of Melbourne are 
willing to subscribe an amount that will give 
the returned soldiers a fighting show to make 
good at the Anzac hand-weaving, such citizens 
to be content with a low rate of interest to 
be paid only during the time the industry 


Shows a profit, will the Minister, on behalf: 


of the Government, promise that a sufficient 
_ supply of good yarn will be forthcoming from 
- the Government mills? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Wartt).—The 


honorable member will realize that it is 


not possible for his proposal to be con- 
sidered in its present indefinite form. If 
he will placé full particulars regarding 
the same before me I can assure him that 
it will receive early and full consideration. 


Se 


Cockatoo Dock. _ [REPRESENTATIVES] Repetition. 


- date 


ment with the Commonwealth, which 


funds necessary to make lands avail: 


~Tocumwal Railway yards, and a demo 



































Lanp peer te 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for 
Fowrer) asked the Minister represt 
the Minister for Repatriation, | 
notice— a ie 

1. What is the approximate amount s 
in each State in connexion with 
settlement of returned men on the land? 
am ve is thie pumber of men settled i 

ate 


Mr. POYNTON.—The cétllomiend 
S ecimed soldiers on the Jand is car 
on by the several States under an- 


undertaken to advance to “the States ] 5. 


and for the construction of public w 
such as railways, &c., for their suces 
occupation. The information requeste 
by the honorable member is, therefore, ob- 
tainable only by reference to each State 
Government, and action in ‘this 1 
is NOW being taken. 


POSTAL AND TELEPHON E 
SERVICES..~ =e 


; . . 
Sonprer SETTLEMENTS. — 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for 
Sampson) asked the Postmae a 
upon notice— 

Whether, in the institution of eae 


services in sparsely settled or “out back 
pare special eigenen in eaen st ‘te = 


applied to soldier settlements fae insure 
in no instance shall these ‘pioneers in pri 
industry who have served at the Fr 
denied reasonable postal and beh ga 


the Government to give returned solé 


WE 


the most favorable consecreaae po sible 


COAL SUPPLIES. 


Tocumwat Router. . 


Mr. CHANTER asked the WV 


1. As a third rail has been lade ia 


of the ‘Brennan process for Ba — 


aah 







south Australia? oe 
2. Is it a fact that by utilizing Tocumwal as 
































iles? 
‘ : Vill the Minister further confer with the 
te Governments concerned with a view to 
ited action: being taken to procure an ade- 
e supply of coal? ey 
Mr. GLYNN.—The matters referred 
the honorable member do not 
y come within the province of the 
artment of Home and Territories, and 
primarily of State concern and power. 
shall, however, inquire into the matter, 
d give the honorable member any in- 
ation acquired. 





USTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 


an: ss, 
;  Numpers In ENGLAND. 


r. WISE.—On the 6th August the 
rable member for South Sydney (Mr. 
y) asked the following question :— 


view of the conflicting statements appear- 
n the press about the number of members 


‘who are leaving the Old Country, one 
aragraph stating that the last man had left, 
od. another that there are 26,000 men still 
yme, will the Assistant Minister for De- 
make a definite statement informing the 
ie of the true position. of affairs? 

now able to furnish the honorable 
ember with the following informa- 


nstant by the Acting Minister for De- 


Mesopotamia on 2nd August was 30,000. 
‘that date 34,484 Australian Imperial 


PAPER. . | 
llowing paper was. presented : — 
America.—Correspondence Respecting 
British mission to, 1918. 
she British Parliament.) 


CUSTOMS BILL. | 
_ ‘Szeconp Reapine. — 
r. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 


ehanging station the haulage distance to 
lelaide would be shortened by about 100 
ce > a tex tae ae ate | ~ 


_Australian Imperial Force who have 


fficial statement was issued to the press 
dicating that the approximate number 
oops, left in the United Kingdom, Egypt, 


ps were on the sea en route for Aus- . 


(Paper presented 


rade and Customs) [2.20].—I move— 





ag 


Beat Tris 





oe One © an 


This. is a measure which can be dealt write 


better in Committee. It has been found 


in the administration of the Customs Act 


that certain amendments are necessary 
to bring the various sections into con- 


formity with the spirit and intention of 
the Act, and also with the established. 
practice of the Department. The Bill is 
principally one of machinery, designed 
to remove certain difficulties in the work- 
ing of the Act, and to make it plainer 
to those dealing with the importation and — 
entry of goods through the Customs. Its 
purpose, also, is to prevent the loss of 
revenue through fraud. Certain pro-. 
visions are designed to accomplish that 
purpose by closing up some of the oppor- 
tunities which now exist for fraud. 
Nearly all of its provisions have 
been drafted for us by the Crown 
Solicitor’s Department to get over 
difficulties which they have discovered 
in administering the affairs of the 
Department as they have come through 
the Crown ~ Solicitor’s office. We. 
are introducing no actually new prin- 
ciples. All we are attempting to do is to 
close up some of the avenues for fraud, 
and to make plainer to the commercial. — 
community what their duties are under — 
the Customs Act. . oe 
~ Mr. Fenroy.—Has any commercial im- 
morality been discovered? = 8 8==————™ 
Mr. GREENE.—Unfortunately, there 
are dishonest. individuals in every com-_ 
munity, and I suppose Australia is no 
exception to the rule. Where it is. pos- 
sible to make money some people are not 
as careful of their actions as they are in 
other regards. asa 2 ag 
Mr. Tupor.—While most people would — 
not rob each. other, they think it is a 
great thing to-rob the Government. | . 
_ Mr. GREENE.—Some people probably 
regard it.as a virtue to do so. - 


~~ Clause 2, defining the powers and 


functions -of the principal officer’ 
of. Customs in the Northern  Terri- 
tory, has been found necessary owing ~ 
to the distance of the Territory from 
the office under which it is con- 
trolled. We propose to give to the prin-. 


cipal officer of Customs there the same 
powers, in regard to any mattérs.which 
we specify, as a Collector of Customs 
_ would have. We do not. propose to give 


- 
ea 





er 
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him all the powers possessed by Collectors 


of Customs in the larger States. The mat- 
ters with regard to which we desire to 
give him the powers of a Collector will 
be notified from time to time in the 
Government Gazette. 

Clause 3 repeals section 
the principal Act, and __ substitutes 
for it another section which is de- 
signed to throw upon the owner of a 
vessel coming into port the same duties 
and obligations as are now thrown upon 
the master. This is really a matter of 
convenience. It is often very difficult 
for the master of a ship, after it arrives 
in port, to attend and render to the Cus- 
toms Department~all the particulars re- 
quired under the Act. 

Mr. Tupor.—Does the alteration carry 
you any further? Often the owners are 
companies. Do you allow the companies’ 
agents to act? 


64 of 


Mr. GREENE.—Under section 4 of 
the principal Act the definition of 
‘owner’’ includes ‘‘agent.’’ Conse- 


quently, by throwing the obligation on 
the owner we can call upon the agent or 
the master, as the case may be, to render 
the particulars that we require. It fre- 


quently happens that the master of a ship - 


is exceedingly busy after it comes into 
port, and experiences considerable diffi- 
culty in complying with the provisions of 
section 64 of the Act as it now stands. 
Clause 4 brings the Act into line with 
the Excise Act that we passed last session. 
Instead of laying down in the Act the 
licence fees required for bonded ware- 
houses, and fees for lockers attendance, 
this clause will permit us to fix them 
by proclamation from time to time, and 
alter them from time to time if it is ad- 
visable to do so. Sometimes, to meet the 
convenience of the commercial com- 
munity, and permit of lockers attendance, 
and. so on, 
collect other fees. This alteration will 
meet that case. The present procedure 
under section 80 of the principal Act, 
which this clause amends, gives rise to 
considerable trouble at times, owing to 
the dates of payment of licence fees 
being specifically mentioned. If, through 
an oversight, the fees are not paid on the 
actual due date we have to cancel the 
licence and securities, and issue fresh 


it is desirable to be able to ~ 


ones. 


mercial community. 
Clause 6 is 
the principal 


intended to bene 
Act into line with 3 


the established and accepted practice by _ 


allowing the departmental registers of 
goods warehoused to be amended. Sec- 
tion 83 of the principal Act, which deals 
with this matter, lays down the basis on 
which duty shall be collected on goods 
warehoused. It has been found in prac- 
tice that mistakes are made in the entries. 
These may be genuine errors, and the 
practice of the Department when a mis- 


take is discovered is to alter the register 


and then collect the duty on the right 
amount. 
have the legal power to do this. 

Mr. 
you refund the difference. 


Mr. GREENE.—That has been known. 


to happen; but it is questionable whether 


the Minister has really the legal authority 


to do so. 

Mr. Grrcory.—How long have you 
been doing it? 

Mr. Tupor.—Probably, for Eee. 
years. | 

Mr. GREENE.—It must be ae a 
long time. -It is proposed now that, when 
a mistake is discovered, the 
shall have power to put it might, and — 
collect the duty on the right amount, 
whether there has been an under or over 


payment. 


I feel confident that this altera- 
tion will be appreciated by the com- — 


It is questionable -whether we 


Collector 


~ 


Tupor.—Or, if a firm overpays, se 


,< 


Mr. Pagr.—I draw attention to hie a : 


state of the House. I desire the presence — 


of the Assistant Minister for Defence — 


(Mr. Wise) to hear : this speech. — 
[Quorum formed. | oe 
Mr. GREENE.—Clause 7, 


does no more than bring the Act into 


line with the present practice of the De- 
partment. 


again, 


It gives power. to take charge — = 
of goods not dealt with in accordance. 


w.th the warehousing entry. That is to — a ae € 


say, if goods are entered to go into bond, 


and they are not put in bond, and the — ; 


Collector has reason to believe that by — 


the entry not being complied with, the 
revenue may be defrauded, he will have 
the power to do as we do to-day—though 
it is questionable whether we have legal 
authority—take the goods and put them 





























nd either in a - private warehouse ¢ or 
King’s warehouse, and then hold 
ien on the goods until the warehousing 
arges are paid. = = 
lause 8 has been found necessary as 
a result of our experience during the 
var. At the outbreak of the war there 
was no power to compel a full descrip- 
a _ of the arms, ammunition, and so 


lause ‘9, ‘Tike crs 3, makes ths 
ges well as the master; respon- 
for rendering to the Customs the 
lars required before clearance is 
ey clause goes in one regard, 
a Tees further than clause 3, 


do B Giirementa of the Harbor Trust 
the provis:ons of the Navigation Act, 
this clause will enable us, notwith- 
ing the fact that the conditions of 
Customs A’ct have been complied 


- rthis a period of twenty- four 
after the provisions of sub- section (1) 


ae has not received from the Collector an 
alge * pepteea and Certificate of Clear- 


BS iuister for a. Certificate of eee 
he ‘decision of the Minister ee the 


Po tae purposes in con- 
, . Territory, and on goods in- 
ended for consumption in Australian 
aters | on. trading vessels owned or man- 
d by the Commonwealth. It is con- 
lered | ‘that these hotels are purely a 


ae still refuse ion Tor’ and not— 


ith Commonwealth hotels in the 


ess. concern, bee pou conform t6* 





Bat “14oT 


- Tariff as if they were “privately owned. 


The principle is also applied to the Com- 
monwealth fleet of steamers which are 
used for trading purposes in com- 


petition with other vessels in Australian 


waters. It is considered inequitable to 
grant exemptions in ‘the case of the 
Commonwealth vessels from the ordinary 


duties which are charged to the rest of 


the community. 

Clause 11, together with clauses 12 
and 13, is, perhaps, the most important. 
in the Bill. It lays down, in we hope 
clear and unmistakable terms, the present 
practice of the Department in regard to 
what is known as. “ home- -consumption 
value.’’ Tt gives the basis of value for 
duty purposes in a way that is expected — 
to clear up a good deal of the difficulty 


the Department has experienced in the 


administration: of the Act. ge 
Mr. Grecory.—Will it enable the De- 
partment. to collect increased revenue? 
- Mr. GREENE.-—It will not enable us 
to collect any more revenue than at ae 
sent. 
Mr. Grecory.—You are leg alianes the 
practice. 
Mr. GREENE.—I ould not say that. 


-I think the provisions of the existin 


Act are just as effective for the purposes 
of revenue as these clauses will be; but 
there has been a good deal of ‘friction 
from time to time with the commercial 
community as to the interpretation of 
the Act. Recently we had a case, which 
was carried to the High Court, and 
which, while it did not touch all the 
principles in regard to home-con- 
sumption value, did touch the main one. 
The High Court decided in favour of the 
Department and in favour of the prac- 
tice which has been oe by it - a 
number of years. 

Mr. Grecory.—I_ was wvoudente 
ipiaihcr a message from the Governor-_ 
General was not necessary, seeing that : 
this really means increased taxation.  __ 

Mr. GREENE.—It is not taxation in 
that sense; it lays down the hasis on 
which our duties should be collected. It 
is very necessary in the administration 
of the Department that we should state 
in very clear and definite terms what ?s 
the basis of value. 


some countries, at all events, export — 





It is well known that — 
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their goods, if it suits them, at ‘‘ dump- 
ing” rates, and in this way are able, 
to a large extent, to break down the 
effectiveness of a ‘protective or revenue 
Tariff, as the case may be. What we 
have always done, and what, I believe, 
the original Act entitles us to do, is to 
insist that.the value for duty purposes 
shall be the fair market value of the 
goods in the land from which they came 
at the time of shipment. 

Sir Rosrert Best.—That is to say, for 
a similar quantity of goods? 


Mr. GREENE.—Yes. There is only 
one alteration made to which, possibly, 
some honorable member may take ex- 
ception. Sub-clause 2 of clause 11 
reads— 

«Pair market value’ in this section 
means the sum of the following— 

(a) the price for which any cash _ pur- 


chaser could at the time of shipment 
purchase for home consumption such 
goods in the principal markets of 
the country whence the goods were 
exported, but not being in any case 
less than the actual money price 
shown in the genuine invoice, and ”’ 


The alteration to which I refer will be 
found in the words, ‘‘ but not being in 
any case less than the actual money price 
shown in the genuine invoice.” The rea- 
son for the alteration is that we have 
experienced great difficulty with some 
countries in ascertaining what the. home- 
consumption value of goods is. ‘There 
are some countries manufacturing and 
exporting goods which those countries do 
not themselves use, so that there is no 
home-consumption value. For instance, 
Japan, China, and, to some extent, 
India, manufacture and export goods 
which are not consumed in those. coun- 
tries, and there is nothing by which the 
value can be checked. Consequently, 
we are asking the House to agree that 
while we lay down what shall be the 
value for duty purposes, that 


voice value. 

Mr. Frenton.—Suppose Japan invoices 
goods at a very low value compared with 
the value of sumilar goods in other coun- 
tries ? 

Mr. GREENE.—We. cannot in a 
Customs Bill arrange the rates of duty; 


lett sibatinss gublistia | 


value in, 
no case shall be less than the genuine,in- 


Bill. 


all we.can do 10.46 lay down ‘he ‘baate of 


value on which the duty shall be charged. 


Mr. FEnton. —TIs that the value on @ Ba 


white population basis ? 

Mr... GREENE.—If_ the honorable 
member reads what I have just quoted 
from the clause he will see what is 
meant. That provision is introduced be- 
cause we may not be able to secure any 
basis of comparison between the genuine 


invoice value and the price at which a 


purchaser for cash could obtain these 


goods for home consumption in the coun- ~ 


try of manufacture. 

Mr. Fenton.—Where that basis 
not available, 
fixed ? 

Mr. 
been endeavouring to explain. 
country from which the goods are ex- 


ported, there is no basis of comparison — 


between the genuine invoice value and 
the price at which those goods could be 
purchased by some one desiring to use 


was re 
how would the value be — 


GREENE.—That is what I have 
If, in the © 





them in that country, then, we say that a - : 


the genuine invoice value at least should ~ 
be taken. We do not say that something — 


may not be added to the invoice value. ~ 
that — 
an invoice was 
price paid by 


If we had reason to believe 
the value stated in 
lower than the actual 
the importer, an adjustment would be 
made; something might be added to the 
invoice, and fie duty collected on the in- 
creased amount. We provide. here that, 
in any case, the fair market value shall 


not be less than the sum stated in the a 


gen uine invoice. 


Mr. Fenton.—This relates to a means ; on 
smuggled in from ent 


by which goods are 
some countries at very low rates. 


Mr. 


thine. 


payment of duty upon the fair market Pant he 
Clause 11 willbe a 
protection against understatements of do- 


value of the goods. 


mestic values where the goods are not sold _ 
for use or consumption in the countries of 
export. 


against underpayment of duties in. the * i 
igre 


case of goods bought in large quantities, 
or-under specially advantageous terms, by 
export commission houses, 
their Australian customers. the! benefit of 


such terms, which would not represent the 


GREENE.—I have been an Wi 
deavouring to show that clauses 11, 12, © 
and 13 are devised to prevent that sca ‘OLS 
They are intended to insure the 


It is: also intended as protection 


and giving 


v 4, Se ¢& - z; 
3% BFiG AC Oe 
ee a te ee 
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sto ascer of en ee We belies that 
Al alp- the Department of Trade and 
a YOY ee in oe 


Lr. iets. —Has the Minister, amongst 
‘papers, a sample ached ule or ‘‘ pre- 
bed form ’’? 
. GREENE.—I have not, 
Mr. Hices,—We might be able to as- 
ist the honorable gentleman in setting 
the detailed particulars to be sup- 
OBERT Best. The power for 
the clauses now being dealt with by 
inister provide seems to be sub- 
tially the péwer now exercised under 
e rincipal Act, except vhat, it is stated 
a learer terms. | 

- Mr. GREENE. —Exactly. ‘This Bill 
ill do no more than put in clear and, we" 
_ unmistakable language what is the 
1 practice of the Department in re- 


* 


ie these matters at the present mo- 


‘Hices.—Will the Minister ‘acid: 
information as to the cost of manu- 
in the country of origin ? 
-GREENE—That would not help 
determining the value for duty. 
Bill merely lays down the means of 
mining the value for duty. The pro- 
of clauses 11, 12, and 13 are,de- 
to reduce, as far as possible, the 
r of investigations in the country of 
to prevent the consequent delay 
adjustment of any dut: t might 
been short-paid, and 8 show in 
nmistakable language. what the 
of the Department at the present 
3. These clauses should overcome 
pee on sig part of both im- 


s 


on, 


which a writ was 





revenue and assist in the protection of - 
Australian industries. , 

Clause 14 merely repeals the alee 
vision in section 169 of the principal Act 
as to the continuance of inter-State duties 
“ey the State of Western Australia. 

Clauses 15 and 16 amend sections 
187 and 189 of the principal Act 
by including a boat rowed with oars with- 
in the definition of a “ vessel.” 

Mr. Tupor.—Although such boats i 
not hitherto come within th definition, 
they have always been searched. | 

Mr. GREENE.—Quite so, but we are 


now setting out in this Bill the practice 


of the Department, and so making quite 
sure that we have power to search boats 


“as well as other vessels. 


Mr. Tupor.—Once any materia] is 
landed from a boat, the Department has 
‘the power to deal with it. 

Sir Rozert Best.—But that is not the 
point. | 
Mr. GREENE. = lites is not the point, 
Officers of the Department might have 
verv good reason to believe that certain 
goods were on-a rowing boat, and when 
that boat was brought alongside the 
wharf they could seize the men and the | 
~ goods, But there have been cases, a ee 

derstand, where men engaged in en-— 
deavouring to smuggle in goods on a row- 


‘ing boat have learned that a Customs 


officer awaited their arrival and have 
simply pulled out into the harbour and 
have dropped overboard the opium or — 
other goods that they were attempting to — 
smuggle in. If the officers on a Customs 
launch are given this power to search a 
suspected boat, the probability is that 
there will be less smuggling than now goes — 
We are making sure that in future 
we shall have the power to search heats 
as well as other vessels. 

Clauses 17, 18 and 19 are essen- 
tial requirements for the protection of 
the Department against fraud, and are 
the direct outcome of a case in 
issued against a 
Collector of Customs for trespass, because 
of action taken as now provided by those 
clauses. These provisions will operate to — 
prevent importers refusing delivery — of — 
documents, and will allow persons sus- 
pected, as the result of information given — 
on oath to a Oollector, of met 
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Jocuments concealed on their person, to be 
searched in order to obtain proof of intent 
to defraud the revenue. Needless to say, 
no one has anything to fear from these 
provisions except the man who wants to 
lefraud the revenue. A Collector of Cus- 
boms will not be able to act under these 
slauses unless he has information on oath 
eading him to suspect that some one is 
Bee urine to defraud the revenue... In 
such circumstances, we propose to give 
him powers which, although fairly dras- 
sic, are necessary, we believe, to prevent 
raud. Under the existing law, if a Col- 
lector, having reason to suspect that a 
man is defrauding the revenue, calls on 
1im and asks for the production of docu- 
ments, the person suspected may decline 
;o hand them over until he has consulted 
is solicitor. When the Collector, or his 


Wicer, calls again, he is allowed to search, 


she place, because the desired documents 
aave been disposed of in the meantime. 
Under this Bill, however, when a warrant 
1as been issued as the result of sworn in- 
‘ormation coming into the possession of a 
Yollector of Customs, the premises of the 


nan suspected may be immediately. - 


searched. 

Mr. Tupor.—Does the honorable gen- 
sleman say that the Department has not 
shat power at the present time? The 
10norable member for Kooyong (Sir 
Robert Best), I am sure, will recall many 
vases where such searches have been made. 

Sir Rosert Best.—Many, and one case 
nvolving £4,000. 

Mr. GREENE.—Undoubtedly such a 
yower has been exercised; but, as I have 
ready said, a Collector of Customs was 
ued for trespass and I think we lost the 
ase. We are consequently asking that 
he practice of the Department in this re- 
rard—a practice with which my honor- 
ible friend is quite conversant—shall be 
et out in the law itself. 

Mr. Tupor.—On one occasion when I 
vas in office we made a simultaneous raid 
m three different places, and one house 
‘ang up another only to find that our 
Wficers were already there. 

Mr. GREENE.—I am sure my honor- 
ble friend will not object to our embody- 
ng in the Bill itself the practice of the 
Jenartment. 

Clause 20 of the Bill has been drafted 
yy the Crown Law authorities to meet a 


individual. 


difficulty which has arisen ou to a Se 


judgment of the High Court. In that 





case a limited liability company was ee 


charged with intent to defraud the re-— 
venue, but the Court held that, under 
section 241 of the present Act, ‘the de- — 


fendant company could not be convicted og - 


of an attempt to defraud. . It is very un- 


desirable that this position should com- est 
tinue, and clause 20 has been drafted a it. 


cordingly to remedy the defect. In_ 
order to prevent, the risk of similar de- 
cisions being given by other Courts, ibis. 
made retrospective. 

Mr. McWiutrams.—How far does it go 
back ? 


sary to make the Bill retrospective to that — 
extent, but at the same time there are - 
other Statutes which will probes limit : 
its operation. 


wt 


Mr. Tupor.—Right back to 1901.. sac 
Mr. GREENE. Oy /? may not be neces- = om 


Sir Roserr Best.—Not where frets is Ses 


involved. 


Mr. GREENE.—The honorable mes 


ber will know better than I do, but itis 
certainly an anomaly that, at the present — 
time, while a person who is importing can 
be found guilty of fraud, a company do- 
ing exactly the same thing cannot. It is” 
certainly desirable that a company should 
be liable exactly in the same way as an 


Mr. Tupor.—But that is not the es 


The point™is that it is proposed to go § 


back for twenty years. 

Mr. GREENE.—If it be possible to 
take action against a person in the past, — 
I do not see why there should be any 
objection to making a company. Hae bees 
the same extent. 


Mr. Frenton.—It means that if it = a : 


discovered to-day that fraud was com~ 
mitted years ago the person conn 
the fraud can be prosecuted now. 


Sir Ropert Bresr.—It is not a question ce 


of the civil remedy. It is a question of 


making a man liable now for a crime for Pach" 
which he has not been liable up to. the PSs ys 


present moment. ~ 


Mr. GREENE.—I cannot see thee 
there is any material objection to ee 
a company which is guilty of fraud in 
exactly the same position as an individual 
who has been guilty of fraud, and to that 
extent we are perfectly safe in making — 
this Bill Sake aan in its character. 



















































Tigh Court ruled, on appeal from a 
cision of the. magistrate, that, in any 
se in which section 255 was ‘used, re- 
7 must ‘be placed entirely on the 
erment, consequently precluding the 
alling of evidence on matters in regard 
hich proof was ‘possible. It also 
ted out other defects in the section, 


istoms Doce is called” pon 
! nake an averment of fact in certain 
: Apparently the High Court has 
ru ed that the Department must rely 

3 that averment for the pat of a 


ipport of it. The provision in the 
ll has been drafted by the Crown Law 


. 


ities to get over the eer 4 and 


It has been fount most 
ary ‘in order to overcome difficulties 
ienced in regard to goods subject to 
control of the Customs while in the 
ession of carrying companies. This 
en recommended and Beets by the 
wn Law officers. 

lause 23 repeals section 271 of the 
rincipal Act, which is not now necessary 
ing to being covered by regulation. 
@ remaining clauses are more or less 
machinery, and it is not necessary 
| to refer to them particularly. I 
hav endeavoured in this short explana- 
tion of the various parts of the Bill to 
the object of the measure clear to 
ale members. All we are seeking 
is to close up gaps as far as we 
can in the principal Act; and 
1e actual administration measure 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.8].—I under- 
“om oe Acting Attorney- -General 


ister for Trade said: Customs (Mr. 
Se “tid that there are one or 





. : 10S 
“prov | 
badhente” Sin a Cusine case. 


= tl he os anaes seeks to remedy 


I 
pty 


ser 


‘whole Chea eit of Reta The 


clause dealing with the fair market value 
of goods is really the backbone of the ccl- 
lection of duties. The honorable members 
for Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) and Eden- - 
Monaro (Mr. Chapman) have had suffi- 
cient experience in the Customs Depart- 
ment to know that it_is the one thing 
upon which most of the criticism from — 
outside persons has been based. 

Mr, Larrp Smira.—How does the De- 
partment get at the value of goods now? 

Sir Ropert Best.—By the method out 


lined in the clause. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The cists puts inte 
plain English what has been the — i 
tice of the Department. 

Mr. Larrp Smitu.—lIs it not a fact ok: 
if more duty can be obtained by accept- 
ing the local value than by accepting the 
foreign value, the practice of the Depart- 
ment is to take the higher, whatever it is? 

Mr. TUDOR.—The value of an article 


is always accepted as the invoice value at 


the time of shipment. 


That is to say, the 


fair market value of the goods at the time 


of shipment is arrived at by adding all 


the f.o.b. charges, 


not including in-— 


surance, freight, and. exchange. The 
Minister explains that clauses 11, 12, and 
13 will obviate a great deal of investiga- 
tion which is now carried out in countries 
of export. The Customs Department was 


being systematically 


robbed by persons 


who were importing goods. I was in 
Court when the notorious motor car case 
was being tried, and after the defendant 
had pleaded guilty to every other Saag . 
the prosecuting barrister said, “‘ Now we 
come to case X.’’ He explained that, in 
‘this case, there were three invoices—the 
one produced for Customs purposes, the — 
genuine invoice, and the one produced to 
sell the goods. I understand the values 


varied in each case. 


In one case the 


value was £600, in the second case it was. 
£800, and in- the third case it was 
£1,000. The article in question being a 
Otor car, the whole of it was not duti-_ 
able. The importer loaded the value of 
the chassis, which was not dutiable, and 
unloaded the value of the tyres and body, 


which were dutiable. 


The total value of - 


the car was not disturbed, but the value | 
of the dutiable portion of it was fixed abs 3 
a low figure corresponding with the in- 


creased. value put Een the portion which — 
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yas not dutiable. Anything that the 
Jepartment does to*® give the honest 
lealer a fair chance—— 

Dr. Matoney.—The other fellow ought 
o be gaoled. 

Mr. TUDOR.-—I will support the hon- 
rable. member every time he moves in 
hat direction. When I was Minister, I 
ent one man to gaol. 

Mr. Fenron.—Is it not the practice of 
he Department to make investigations 
broad. ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—yYes; men were sent 
broad to make investigations into home 
alue of goods exported to Australia. 


Mr. GrREENE.—We have four “men 
broad to-day engaged in that task. 
Ine is resident in America, and the 


thers are in Great Britain. 

Mr. Fenton.—Men ought to be sent to 
he East. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The importations from 
he East have increased considerably in 
ecent years, but, in the past, the need 
or the strictest investigation was in 
juropean countries, in the United States 
f America, and in Canada. Fullest in- 
estications were made in those coun- 
ries, and if this provision in the Bill will 
void portion of the expenditure incurred 
n making those investigations, so muc ch 
he better. I believe that the system 
vill need to be continued. 

Mr. Greene.—lIt will to some extent. 

Mr. TUDOR.—It will need to be con- 
inued for the purpose of verifying the 
nvoice price of goods imported-to Aus- 
ralia. The Minister (Mr. Greene) has 
yointed out that, in some countries, the 
rticle which was exported to Australia. is 
ot used for home consumption, so that 
here is no home-consumption value. 

Mr. Greene.—That. is true even in re- 
ard to Great Britain. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I understand that some 
ountries which manufacture harvesters, 
nd export them to Australia, do not use 
hem locally, but employ reapers and 
anders. In such a case, there can be no 
jome-consumption value. 

Mr. GRrEeenrE.—There are many things 
nade in Birmingham which are not sold 
wnywhere in England. 

Mr. TUDOR. Yes, I understand that 
elics and curios of different countries are 
nade in Birmingham. Another system 
rery familiar to the officers of the 
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Department is the house-to-house trans- 


action. A firm making goods for Aus- 


Mes 


tralia, which has also a house in Aus-— § 


tralia, instead of putting its profit on the 
value of the goods before exporting them, 


added it after the goods had been landed — 
in Australia. But, to use an Americanism, 
the Department is wise” to that pro- 


cedure. 

Section 154, dealing with fair market 
value, is apparently being rephrased 
in the Bill. There have been a great 
many law cases regarding the deter- 
mination of the fair market value of im- 
ported goods, and recently Mathew Goode 


and Company, of Adelaide, objected, as a 


matter of principle, to the departmental 
decision upon that question. 


the decision of the Court meant hundreds 
of thousands of pounds to the Depart- 
ment. Jf know that when in connexion 
with the 1907-8 Tariff a question was 
raised regarding the payment of duty on 
packages or. containers, a tremendous 


amount of revenue in the aggregate was 
involved. In the Adelaide case, the High 
Court ruled in favour of the Department 
upon the question of fair market value, — 


but apparently this Bill is designed to 


give specific legal effect to the practice 


that has been in operation, and to give 
protection to the Department in other 
respects. That is perfectly right. 

Clause 19 confers power on the Depart- 
ment to enter houses and premises, and to 
seize documents. 
been doing that all along. Of course, no 


person likes to fight the Government, who — 
are sure to win in the end, because they 
have the power of the whole people behind 
Raids and searches have taken 


them. 
place in every city in Australia, and 


would take place even. without the power 
If this pro- 
vision is necessary to further safeguard 
bree 
member that on one occasion, while | was 
“Minister for Trade and Customs, acting 
on certain information that reached the — 

we raided three different 

places simultaneously. At one of those 
places the manager said to the officers, 
“Excuse me a moment”; and he left 


returned, he . 


which clause 19 will confer. 


the Department, I shall support it. 
Department, 
the 


When he 


room. 


The amount 
of duty involved was small, but no doubt 


The Department has ru 























: a re 


officers were _ there, 





ited. The Department should aie 
has. not, power to raid and search. 
} should have power to search boats, 
Il as ships. 


‘ existing - practice, it is a step 
e right direction. We should 
owever, make clause 20 retrospective 
I do not stand up as the advo- 
any firm that has committed 
d; but we might proceed to-day 
inst a corporate party for an offence 
901 or 1902, a8 the whole of the 





ome the prosecutor or plaintiff 
: be prima. facie evidence of the 
or “matters — averred. And it 


ighteen or nineteen years since the 
nas ission. _ the oe offence, to bring 
















f Baas. Maloney) cee should fol- 
wrong-doer until he is brought to 
10 matter how great a time has 
since the beget but I a not 


Pink he 3 1s eats a shadow? 
. TUDOR.—No. ‘There have bee 
several amendments of the Customs ‘Act 


eo 


01, and L think it would be better 


nt da Tf it is held that 7 we can 

a: measure retrospective to 1901, 
y be held that we can do the same 
tn every other Act, and that might in- 


se f ic hardship upon iauiseent persons, who. 


If oe aot have the opportunity after 


wer to the charge made against 
: the Bill asa whole { nave no 


Th Abiiator: ise Trade ay ideins 
ir. Greene) is to be congratulated 
geal introduced this Bill. A care- 





eho Un Diy ee aA % Soh : rY nee 

ful examination of the Act will show that, — 
although the Bill may propose a technical _ 
alteration, no substantial change in the — 
existing law is being attempted. What the - 
Minister is very properly trying to do is — 
to give merchants and the public generally 
full and complete knowledge, by a per- 
spicuous statement, of what the law and 
the practice of the Department are. I 
do not think any clause of the Bill con-— 
fers powers which have not been substan- 
tially exercised by every Minister for 
Trade and Customs. If any Minister is- 
convinced that a fraud on the Depart- 
ment is being attempted, he is justified, in 
the discharge of his duty, in resorting to 
despotic powers, even though he be tech- 
nically exceeding his statutory authority, 
in order that justice may be done to the 
community. Ms 


In proposing to repeal the section 
dealing with fair market value, and 
to substitute a more elaborate pro- 
vision, the Minister is doing justice 
to the Department and the public. The 
question of fair market value is of 
the very essence of Customs law. No > 
question is more consistently before offi- 
cers, and they have the greatest responsi- 
bility to exercise in connexion with it. 
The difficulties associated with the dis- 
charge of their duty are very great. Of 
course, there is not the same trouble in 
getting the fair market value from some 
of the chief ports of export as there is 
in_respect of others,. because a number of 


merchants are exporting from those ports, 
and the fair market value may be estab- 


lished by a study of the various invoices” 
and catalogues. By this process, and a 
consistent effort to collate all available in- — 
formation, the Department has a remark- 
ably good idea of what the real market 
value of such imports is. But the dis- 
location caused by the war has gravely | 
accentuated the difficulties, because some 
of the most important troubles which — 
have arisen, involving serious hardship, — 
have been in respect of contracts over 
a term of years entered into by 
Australian merchants importing goods 
from America, the United Kingdom, 
or  elséwhere. © ‘They contracted to 


‘buy at particular prices. Subsequent — 


to the outbreak of war the goods mens 
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in value’ by 10, 20, 50, or even 500 per 
eent. Controversy then followed as to 
whether the value for the purpose of duty 
was that which obtained at the time when 
the contract was made, or that ruling at 
the time of export. The Department, 
endeavouring in a general way «o do what 
it thought just, resorted to what was, on 
the face of it, a very arbitrary method: it 
loaded invoices by 10 per cent. and up- 
wards. The arbitrary power of the De- 
partment to load invoices in this way 
was challenged in the Law Courts, and al- 
though the Supreme Court of South Aus- 
tralia held that such a power did not re- 
side with the Minister, the High Court, on 
appeal, held that the wording of the Act 
was so wide as to permit of even the action 
complained of. That decision shows that 
the law embodied in the Bill already 
exists; but, in justice to merchants and the 
public, it is being made perspicuous and 
elaborate, so that he who runs may read. 


There is another provision upon which I 


must not Say too much, namely, that the 
mere averment of the Department must be 
accepted as prima facie evidence of the 
facts. I remember proposing a similar 
provision in the Anti-Trust Bull, which I 


introduced about 1907, and, as a 
result, I was favoured with a rich 
vocabulary of ~ abuse for doing so. 
However, after a hard fight in 


another place, I managed to secure its in- 
sertion. This proposal may appear harsh 
to honorable members; but, whilst it may 
be a little more stringent than the simi- 
lar provisions in former Customs Acts 
and in many of the Customs Acts 
throughout the world, it is essential for 
the protection of the revenue that that 
power should be given to the Department. 
We must rely upon the Department to act 
fairly and justly to the honest. trader. 
In order to protect the revenue, it is essen- 
tial that the technical power. must reside 
in the Department. The Minister will 
not be justified in an unreasonable exercise 
of that power ; but the whole object of the 
Customs Department, I hope, is to support 
and encourage the honest trader, and, at 
the same time, to penalize in the severest 
form the dishonest trader, who is de- 
frauding not only the revenue, but also his 
competitors in trade. Having regard 
to past history, I am not disposed 
Sir Robert Best. 


ate 


to complain of the rigid provision — 


which is re-enacted by this Bill, im 
order to oyercome a defect in the 
Act revealed by a recent law case. 
I have not the whole of the facts of that 
case in my mind, but it did tie the De-— 


partment down to its averment, and cer- 


tainly prevented any rebuttal of evidence 
which was inconsistent with the terms of 
that averment. . Tee 


In clause 20, dealing with the prosecu- — 


tion of companies, the Bill goes, I think, 
a little too far. We all agree that it is 
desirable that a company should be lable 


4 


to the same amount of penalties and pun- — 


ishment as ‘an individual. The clause is 
framed in a very comprehensive way, pro- 
viding that— | one 

A body corporate shall be deemed to be 
guilty of an intent to defraud the revenue if 
a servant or agent of the body corporate, 


That is very wide— 


acting or purporting to act for or on behalf of 
the body corporate, commits or attempts to 


commit an offence against this Act for the — 


benefit of the body corporate with an intent to 
defraud the revenue. 


We can agree to the principle of that pro- 


vision, whichis essential, although many 
hardships may occur. No matter how 


innocent a company or its management — 


may be, a dishonest servant can get it — 
into.a great deal of trouble by the exer- — 


cise of fraud on his part, although 


it must be shown that the fraud was 


committed for the benefit of the com- — 


pany. That is a matter which would 
have to be considered in individual cases. 


The unfairness of the clause les in sub= “i 


clause 2, which provides— 


This section shall be deemed to have com- 


menced on the day upon which the Customs 


Act 1901 was proclaimed to commence. 


That is retrospective legislation, to which “ 
We have pro- © 


I object on principle. 
tested in this House against it before. 


tion that fraud committed by a company 


within recent years should render it lable ~ 


to punishment, and I am prepared to con= 
cede a good deal in-that direction, but to” 
attempt to make this Bill operate over 
eighteen or nineteen years which have al- 
ready passed is manifestly unfair. The 
company may have been absolutely inno- 
cent, and the man who was guilty of the 


te A ae 


There may be some force in the sugges-— 
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“company ‘to sia any aed tition, 
it may not be able to secure neces- 
- rebutting evidence by way of de- 
oe tt would be is pe if evi- 


eof. siphtece years. 

ir. Greene.— Would not pial the 
argument apply to persons? 

r ROBERT BEST. — Not to the 
> extent, and it Baald-: be unfair to 
ons, too. 

Mr. Grernr.—aAs the Act stands at 


it it ae to persons, Is the De- 


-Greene.—It was considered ori- 
lly that the company was liable. 
ROBERT EST.—As a matter of 
it is not, according to the law. This 
consequently an attempt to make 
panies liable for a crime for which 
It is not 
matter. z a civil ites The civil 
aoe would be available where fraud 
d The clause is very 
d ‘ical, eat the wrong committed may 
been technical also. The company 
e innocent, and the wron g may have 
ommitted Pa its servant. 


aa the eteoniel of tue? man- 
nt, and even of the shareholders’ 
ay have completely changed. I 
T therefore, that it is unjust to 
“attempt to make a company guilty of a 
erim A a retrospective section such as 
Se et, perhaps, be oe 


ree, fOnr, or five years at the very most. 
would ‘suggest three myself, because that 
youl not do the grave amount of injus- 
ae hat: the present clause would, and 
he probabilities are that the evidence 
defence would be immediately 
lable within a more limited period. 
hherefore urge the Minister to reduce 
eee ter three years, or, at the 
ary “Eighteen yore is 
Sipile and unfair, 





eee Baie ‘Surr.—Supposing piers | 
was no limitation provision at all? They 


would not be saved except under the 


statute of lmitations. 


Sir ROBERT BEST. — But this is 
fraud, and the statute — of limitations 


would not apply in cases of fraud. 


Mr. Bruce Sourru.—lt applies | to cer 


tain criminal cases. 


Sir ROBERT BEST. — Proeon 18 
frequently made in Acts which deal with 


offences such as fraud, limiting the pro- 


oa 


- 


secution to a period. 

Mr. Bruce Smitu.—tlf a man is prose- 
cuted for a crime after twenty years when 
they find him out, why should we limit it 
to eighteen years in this case? | : 

Sir ROBERT BEST oT he point is 
that conipanies are not liable at the pre- 
sent day. ii 

Mr. GreeneE.—lIf a company were dis- 
covered to have been guilty of defrauding 
the Customs by a continuous process for 
fifteen or twenty years, would you not 
go back for that period? 

Sir ROBERT BEST. — If it was a 
continuous process of fraud, a -prosecu- 
tion for the latest offence would be suffi- 
cient for all practical purposes. The 
length of the period over which this 
clause is made retrospective 1s unfair and 
unreasonable, and puts it outside the 
power of a company to secure the proper 
evidence for the purposes of defence. — Et) 
is not a question of civil remedy. The 
civil remedy should obtain, and I be- 
lieve it would obtain, but the clause makes 
a company guilty of a crime which was — 
not a crime in 1901, and is not a crime at 
the present day. With that exception 
*the Bill is reasonable and fair, and I 
commend the Minister for its lions 


tion. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia ) [3. roe 
The presence of our learned friend the 
honorable member for Parkes (Mr. Bruce 
Smith) inspires me to say a few words 
regarding one of the principles in this 
measure which have been overlooked by 


the Minister (Mr. Greene). The 
honorable member for Parkes is @ 
Free Trader, and there are _ other 
Free Traders in the House. What 


-I am about to say will no doubt find no- 
favour with them. The Bill offers us | 
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an opportunity of doing some great work 
for Australia by laying down certain 
principles which, if acted upon, will help 
to do away. with social unrest in several 
parts of the world. I refer to the clause 
providing for prescribed forms, which 
shall be filled in by the people who import 
or export goods. I have in mind parti- 
cularly the question of preferential trade. 
No doubt the Minister will in due time 
come down with a Customs Tariff Act 
providing for preferential duties,.and no 
doubt the honorable member for Parkes, 
finding that Free Trade is an exploded 
superstition in the minds of the majority 
of the people of Australia, will abandon 
his Free Trade advocacy, and declare 
himself a thorough believer in preferen- 
tial Tarifis. Why? Preferential trade 
offers a haven of refuge for the Free 
Trader. When the idea was first advo- 
cated in this House, the late Sir George 
Reid, Sir Joseph Cook, and other Free 
Traders confessed their belief in it. 

Mr. Bruce Smira.—tI was born a Free 
Trader. 

Mr. HIGGS.—No doubt the honorable 
member still believes in Free Trade, and 
will die a Free Trader, and in the odour 
of sanctity. I suggest that the Minister 
should introduce into. the. Bill a_pre- 
scribed form on which may be stated the 
rate of wages being paid in connexion 
with the goods which certain people will 
want to introduce into this country under 
a preferential Tariff. If we are going 
to give preferential trade to anybody, 
even to the United Kingdom, there ought 
to be provision made that, where pre- 
ferential duties obtain, an exporter or 
importer, in order to get the benefit of 
them, must certify that the goods are 
made by labour paid at trade-union rates 
of wages for a trade-union number of 
hours. We have no right to give pre- 
ference to people who have not the milk 
of human kindness in their breasts, and 
who have no consideration for their em- 
ployees. I am glad to-see that the hon- 
orable member for Parkes (Mr. Bruce 
Smith) is now present, because I wish to 
remind him of his words the other day, 
when he said honorable members were 
mistaken in thinking he knew ‘anything 
about the Shipping Combine, because he 
had no interest in shipping, excepting so 
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far as the dividends: which he draws are 


concerned. Honorable members should 
show a broad and tolerant religious spirit. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson)—I do not see that this has 
to do with the Customs Bill. : 


Mr. HIGGS.—I am sorry, sir. If | 


allowed time, I might be able to connect 
my remarks. 
mist——— | 
_ Mr. Bruce Surira.—We know who he 
is . 


ber know that Thorold Rogers says that 
the workers of the world have gained 
more by trade unionism than by any 
other institution ? 


Thorold Rogers, the econo- 


Mr. HIGGS.—Does the honorable mem- 


ey he: Tugs 
A Shae er a 
4: ef et 


cake 


: eid”. tf 
7 t oe 


No one to-day would” 


deny the benefits and justice of trade — 


unionism, which ought to be recognised in 
the certificates at the Customs Depart- 
ment. I- should like the’ Minister, 
in the interval between now 
when he introduces the Tariff Bull, to 
consider these few observations. — t 
Mr. Tupor.—I think that any pro- 
cedure relating to the admission of goods 


under a preferential Tariff would more, 


and< =~: 


properly come under a machinery Bill ¥ 


than under a Tariff Bill. 


Mr. HIGGS.—I believe the honorable 
member is quite right. 
pass this afternoon, and I hope 


The Bill will not 
the Min- — 


ister for Trade and Customs will prepare — 


a form of certificate such as I have sug- 
gested. 
preference to men who decline to recog- 
nise trade unionism, or who take 
no more interest in their employees 


I am not prepared to vote for 


than the honorable member for Parkes s 


have regard .__ 


takes in shipping, but. * 
only to the dividends which they 
produce. Every patriot, alleged and ~~ 


bond fide, can substantiate what I have 
said in regard to trade unionism. How- — 
ever strong a man may be in his belief ~ 
that the British Empire has nothing to 
learn from any other Empire, he will ~ 


United 


admit that the sweater im the 
Kingdom should not be able to introduce 
his goods here under a preferential Tariff 
with the same facility as may an upright, 
honest, fair-minded employer, whose in- 
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terest goes beyond his dividends. I shall i 


venture to test the feeling of the House 
when the Bill is in Committee; and I 
presume we may hope to get the 


support of all National Labour mem- — 




































L See Be ~ honorable. . me 
Denison (Mr. Laird Smith), 
chi ble member. for | Hindmarsh (Mr. 


aber for Herbert (Mr. Bamford), and 


. Corser). I cannot, on the present 
1 on other nations, and the good that 
oI ght wnshie if we insisted on certificates 


or AOE to giving piviagantial 
ment to an exporter on the other 
the world, say in the United 
of America, if he could prove that 
> paid a higher rate of “wages, and 
d his employees a fewer number of 
Dace than any other? . 

ebate (on motion a Dr. Matoney) 
uurned. : 


SALE or Copper a ee 
OF -Fourra Crass CLERKS: TAXATION 


‘Bapers—Sramen’ rs 
ON TRANSPORTS: 
‘TTLETON ”__H NTERTAINMENTS 
"ROSECUTION—INrERIon Boors—Dr- 
aes force: Permanent Lystruc- 
-Srarr—Derportations—Pus- 
: Suxvrer PREFERENCE to Re- 


STRIKE— 
** Port 
Tax 


5 x, WATT a: RES tas ree Prime 
nister and aibensurer). [3.55]. — I 


a the ies do now adjourn. 

desire to deal very_ briefly with: two 
ers [ promised to inquire into dur- 
he course of the week. The honor- 
member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) 
ed me a question. regarding the answer 
a request by certain mining companies 
permission to dispose of their output 
copper without reference to the Copper 
ducers Association. I have gincé con- 
ed with the Acting Attorney-General 
aah who has had the matter 


that a conference 
as a < on the 14th to 16th July, at 
N hich representatives of the Common- 
vealth and the State Governments were 
ent, and at which the whole copper 
uation was discussed. As a result of 


onference, an agreement was drawn 








ne honorable member for Wide Bay 


asion, point out the ‘effect. of such a | 


up ea oe to as DA or the foe 
various States. Replies from all the — 
States have not yet been received, so I 
am unable at present to make an an- 
nouncement; but as soon as the matter is 
finalized, a statement on the subject will 
be made in the House. : 

The Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) on two occasions during the week 
inquired as to the proposed appointment — 
of ten fourth class clerks in the Taxation 
Office. I have looked into the matter, 
which, from a rapid perusal of the file, I 
find is somewhat complicated and tech- 
nical. The papers consist mainly of 
letters between the Public Service In- 
spector and the Public Service Commis- 
sioner, and it has already been ruled by 
past Governments that these are privi- 
leged documents, and should not be 
made available. Moreover, certain ap- 
peals are now being heard against the 
promotion of some of the officers con- 
cerned ; and as, in a Public Service sense, 
the matter is sud judice, I do not think 
it wise to lay the papers on the peo! 
Table as suggested. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.56] pate i 
first asked a question about these clerks, 
I have learned a little more about the 

matter. I understand that it was proposed _ 
to appoint ten fourth class clerks to the 
Tafation Department, and the desire of 
those concerned was to have the file made 
available for the purposes of an inquiry 
which is proceeding. I further under- 
stand that some, if not the whole, of 
these men were’ recommended — by "the 
Public Service Inspector, but were turned 
down. by the Government, who, in effect, 
refused to accept efficiency as the ground 
for appointment. The case was taken to 
the High Court, which held that efficiency 
should be the ruling factor, and that 
there was the right of appeal. ‘I do not — 
know any of these men, and I am not 
discussing the merits of their case ; but 
I am told that the Inspector holds: that ~ 


the most efficient men should be selected. 


If there is anything that the Public Ser- 
vice Act stands for, it is the recog- 
nition of efficiency, to the exelusion of 
favoritism; but if the Government can 
ignore the recommendations of the In- 
spector,, based as they are on efficiency, 
the whole basis of the Act is broken down, _ 
I know that Senator Millen-said, in an- — 


ieee 7 
Cake ae 
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other place, that these were State papers, 
and could not be made available; and this 
I regret very much. I am informed that 
both the Public Service Inspector and 
the Public Service Commissioner are. at 
variance with the decision of the Govern- 
ment in the matter; and certainly the 
course adopted by the Government is not 
one likely to prove of benefit to the Public 
Service as a whole. 


Mr. WISE ginpaitdae Meese Main- 
ister for Defence) [3.59|—-On Friday 
last, in answer to the honorable 
member for New England  (Lt.- 
Colonel Abbott), I stated that the 
matter of giving badges to Army pay 
clerks who left Australia after the 
Armistice, was being further considered. 
It have since been officially informed 
that returned soldiers’ badges would 
not be issued to personnel of the 
Australian Imperial Force who embarked 
after the date of the armistice. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
& 1].—I gather from this afternoon’s 

Melbqurne Herald that the Government 
have Brusea the request of the executive 
of the Seamen’s Union. In common with 
many other honorable members I have 
not interfered in this matter, because I 
think it best that the head of the Govern- 
ment and the Seamen’s Union should 
deal with it. But seeing that everybody 
desires a settlement of the existing dis- 
pute, I am of opinion that the Govern- 
ment might have conceded that request. 
Of course, they may have their reasons for 
declining to do so, but, nevertheless, I am 
sorry that some arrangement has not been 
arrived at. 


I wish now to say a few words regard- 
ing the food supplied to our returned 
soldiers on the voyage from the other 
side of the world. It seems to me that 
there has to be a mutiny on a vessel before 
any exposure can be made of what takes 
place there. Quite recently we witnessed 
_the sorry spectacle of the honorable mem- 
ber for Adelaide (Mr. Yates) being gaoled 
for having done his duty. He was gaoled 
innocently. I followed his case pretty 
closely, and I have not the slightest doubt 
that he was gaoled because he exhibited a 
little human feeling. Now, the troop- 
ship Port Lyttelton arrived here on Tues- 
day and is still in port. Seven of the men 
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who returned by hen have assured me 


that the stew supplied to the soldiers on 
board, especially after leaving South 
Africa, was quite inedible. Now, any 
man can make a stew which is palatable. 


Yet these young men positively . affirm 
that the stew supplied the troops on that 
vessel was so bad that it could not be 
They also allege that their raisin — 
pudding was to all intents and purposes, — 
As they could not reach their — 
Officer Commanding, they placed some — 


eaten. 


bullets. 


very hard puddings outside his cabin door — z 


and he ordered them to be thrown over~ 


board. 

Mr. Burcuetu.—Who is the Oficer 
Commanding ? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—1I think that hist 


name is Weld. The boys have assured — 
me that had it not been for the bread and — 
jam which was served to them they could — 
not have subsisted. I desire to know 
whether the Government will agree to 
two returned soldiers on the other side of — 
the Chamber, and two from this side, 


being appointed a Committee to confer — 
~with the troops who returned by the ~ 


vessel in question, in order that they may ~ 
learn the facts as to how they were treated — 
on the way out. The men admit that the — 
food could have been worse. But they: 
say that in France with their own regi- 
mental cooks they obtained much better — 
fare. The captain of the Port Lyttelton 


endeared himself to the men, who made © 
him a presentation before their ee <a 


from the vessel, but the Officer Command- — 


ing did not see that the troops were Pree Fe: 


perly fed on the voyage out here. I would — 
like to know whether the Government can 
see their way to agree to my suggestion. — 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Diawaeeanie 


[4.7 ].—Before the illness of the = ee 


(Mr. Watt) I intimated that 
would bring before the House some 
facts’ in connexion with the collection — 
of the entertainments tax in New — 
South Wales. It appears that on 
the 22nd March an entertainment was 
given in my district to aid in the purchase 
of instruments for the Bulli and 
Woonona town band. 


has given a good deal of his time to 
charitable entertainments. On the after- 
noon that this entertainment was to take 


place he was very busy, and accordingly ~~ 


A miner was ‘the : 
secretary of the movement—a man who 





ire ‘ 


































ed a young. man- ne 26 to the ict: 
ce and procure the amusements tax 
kets. This young man was delayed by 
ame of Cone and as a result, when 


. was closed. The Committes then had 
ither to postpone the entertainment at 
n hour’s notice or to proceed, and after- 
ards set. le matters with the Department. 

They naturally decided to prcc:ed, and 
the entertainment was ae held. The 


ae with a B tkaeolet beet ion of 
the circumstances was forwarded to 
. Department. Notwithstanding this 
ey ca. were institut: d ek 


pes a 


uld plead guilty, that the circumstances 
id already been explained to the De- 
partment, and asking that no witnesses 
be called, and that as light a penalty as 
possible be inflicted. 
this, the Department sent its inspector 
wn to the Court, claimed his expenses 
pearing there, and also professional 
in the case. Thee claims were so 
ageous that the magistrate, who heard 
case, commented upon the excessive 
and intimated that if any app'ica- 


Department he would support it. 
ot merely a case affecting a miner 
-__We intrust the officers of the 
xation Department with the exercise of 
most autocratic powers, and we are 
that they administer their Depart- 
in the spirit in which Parliament 
ended it to be administered—in other 
‘words, that they exercise sweet réason- 
leness | on. all occasions. But I can point 
another case in the Department, show- 
ng that this is not so, and that taxpayers 
r a against for the most trivial 
es. Regard is not always paid to 
sot that a great number of tax- 
Ss. are ordinary working men who 
hat a difficulty can be adjusted if 
e on their side, merely by inter- 
the head of the Depart- 
Vith reference to the case of the 





‘ee who had been engaged a the - 
ether side, intimating that the secretary _ 


Notwithstanding : 


SOP remission of them were made. 
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Bulli band, €: writs to the Deputy Gem: * 


New South Wales and 
letter . to the. effect- 
that hé had no _ jurisdiction to re- 
duce the penalty imposed by the 
Court. He does not indicate that any 
one in the Department has power to 
remit the fine, or to meet the case in any 
way. If that power does not rest. “with 
some official in the Department, it should 
do so. It is not right that any one officer 
in a Department should be able, in the 
circumstances I have outlined, to inflict 
upon an ordinary working man a penalty 
that may represent two or three weeks of 
his labour and that there should be no re- 
dress. I hope that it will be found that — 
some one has power to interfere with this. 
autocratic administration of the Depart- 
ment, and that a ,more reasonable atti- 
tude will be adopted towards people who 
have no desire to infringe the law; but 
seek rather to benefit their fellows by 
their association with patriotic or chari- 
table enterprises. 

Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [4.11].— 
I desire to bring under the notice of the 
Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) the 
following letter from two returned sol- 
diers :-— 


missioner in 
received a 


: Modella, 4th August, 1919. 
Dr. Maloney, 

Dear Sir—Please excuse the liberty I am 
taking in addressing you, but, knowing you 
80 long, and that you are always ready to 
expose a wrong action, I am sending you one 


of a pair of boots which my mate bought - 


Friday, the Ist August, and only had them 
on his feet on Saturday, 2nd August. There 
is no occasion for me to say anything about 
them; you can judge them yourself. The name 
stamped on the sole was “ Ajax,” and thie 
price paid for them was £1 2s. 6d. in Bunyip. 
We are two returned soldiers trying to make 
an honest living, but how can you expect us © 
to be honest to our fellow-beings if such 
examples as this are allowed to be played 
upon us. Once again I crave your indulgence 
for addressing you. 
We are, 
Dear sir, 
Yours most respectfully, 
J. H. Hormes, 
T. J. SQUIRES, 
_ Returned Soldiers. 


I produce the boot, and honorable mem- _ 
bers will see for themselves the state it is — 
in. \ It is of the type sold before the war — 
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at 10s. 6d. per pair. It is supposed to be 
a watertight boot, tongue-fastened in the 
ordinary way. I have submitted 1t to an 
expert, who tells*me that the leather is of 
the most inferior quality. Surely it is 
time to take action against the exploiters 
and others who are battening upon, not 
only the general public, but our returned 
soldiers. 

Mr. BURCHELL (Fremantle) [4.14]. 
—I would urge upon the Acting Prime 
Minister that some inquiry should be in- 
stituted, without delay into the com- 
plaints made by the honorable member 
for Melbourne Ports» (Mr. Mathews). 
My knowledge of the conditions obtaining 
on the other side of the world convinces 
me that there should not be any difficulty 
in obtaining good«food on a transport. 
All the transports before leaving the Old 
Country are specially examined, not only 
by responsible officers of the Defence De- 
partment, but by an honorable member of 
this House (Mr. Heitmann). Before a 
transport leaves jport, the accommodation 
Set apart for the men, the general living 
conditions, the cooking facilities on board, 
and the food supply are specially investi- 
gated. It is because of this knowledge 
that I urge the Government to have a 
special investigation made of the com- 
plaints regarding the conditions prevail- 
ing on the Port Lyttelton. We cannot 
allow our soldiers, whether their period 
of war service has been long or short, to 
come back here with complaints regarding 
the food supply.on board transports. The 
honorable member for Melbourne Ports 
stated that when the complaint was 
voiced the men could not meet the Officer 
Commanding the troops on board. That, 
to me, is absolutely unthinkable. 

Mr. Marurws.—I have known the 
same sort of thing to happen here in Mel- 
bourne. I have known officers to be un- 
able to reach the Commandant. 

Mr. BURCHELL.—The honorable 
member will admit that the circumstances 
are not the same. When men are on 
board ship for six or seven weeks, the 
opportunities for approaching the Officer 
Commanding Troops are innumerable. 
These men should have pressed their case 
more strongly than they did. Lam not 
advocating insurrection 





% “4 


Mr. Matruews.—That is my point. 


The men-haye to mutiny to have their 


bs ah 


complaint attended’to. .. Sas tg 

Mr. BURCHELL—No; there is a 
ready means by which these grievances 
can be redressed. I am entirely with the 
honorable member in’ asking for an in- 
vestigation, which would ‘be im: the inte- 
rests of, not only the men themselves, but 
the ship and officers in charge. 


-;+- a 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Is any one in- — 


terested in the supply of bad food? Is it 
a contract matter ¢ 


Mr. BURCHELL.—I think it was; 


but I understand that most of the ships 
now carrying troops are not coming out 
as transports in the ordinary sense. The 
various Governments, and p£fticularly 
the Commonwealth Government, are pay- 
ing a per capita rate for the transport of 
the men. aha a 


“Mr. Maruews.—The boys have no 


feeling against the skipper of the ship, 
because they have made him a presenta- 
t10n. 


the matter to be cleared up, because it is 
manifestly wrong that such a condition 


Mr. BURCHELL—Exactly. 5 wanee 


of affairs should be permitted on any .~ 


ship. I could have understood such 
trouble occurring immediately after the 
signing of the Armistice, because at that 
time the food position in the Old Coun- 
try was entirely different from what it 
must have been when these men left about — 
June last. Plenty of time had elapsed 
after the signing of the Armistice to 
allow food conditions to improve. 

Mr. Corszr.—They have not improved 
to any extent in the matter of prices. — 

Mr. BURCHELL.—I am 
more particularly of the quantity an 
quality of the food. There is no ques- 
tion that. supplies from Canada and the 
United States. of America reached the 
Old Country within a few months of the 
signing of the Armistice. 
Acting Prime Minister to agree to the 
request made by the honorable member 
for Melbourne Ports; and I believe that, 
as suggested ‘by him, there should be a 
special, rather than an ordinary, depart- 
mental inquiry. .. |. | 2 ae 
Mr, FENTQN (Maribyrnong) [4.18]. 
—I desire to bring under the notice of 


Rae | 


I urge the - 


































Se tarart Minister for. Neteaie: (Mr. 
} the position in regard to the ap- 
ointment of permanent instructional 
hieers . to. the Citizen Defence Forces. 


outbreak of the war I made representa- 
ions in this House to the effect that a 
mber of. men. who were anxious to 
ist could not. do so because they were 
elow the standard-height of 5 ft. 5 in. 
‘he. result was that the standard was re- 
na £ wee soo 0. ,eand vaun- 
able to conform to 


25 Front. Many nf them had served 
as sergeant-majors before the war, and 
some of them were told, by means of cir- 
ular, that if they applied to go to the 
Front their action would be regarded as 
“breach of discipline, because ‘their ser- 
ices were required in Australia ‘to train 
embers of the Australian Imperial 
‘orce. Some of these men have returned 
only to find that, because they do not 
come up to the old standard of Pius Ins 
nd have a chest measurement of less 
han 37 inches, they are debarred from 
ppointment to the permanent Instruc- 
aiel Staff, notwithstanding that they 
ave qualified by examination and other- 

¢ for such appointments. These men 
ught not to be debarred from entering 
he Permanent Forces. 


_ Mr, HIGGS (Capricornia) [4. 20].— 
Will the Acting Prime Minister be good 
el yugh to have the report of the Com- 
mittee which dealt with the Government’s 
attitude towards internees and persons 
roposed to be deported from Australia 
rinted? After the Minister (Mr. 
troom ) spoke the other day, I made ap- 
lication. for the reports, which he said 
ad been printed; but I find that they 
re out of print. The one was dated 
914 and the other 1917. 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Treasurer and 
\cting Prime Minister) [4.21]—In 
onversation with the Acting Attorney- 
teneral (Mr. Groom), I find that the 
eport referred to by the honorable mem- 
er for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) has not 
et been laid on the table. Next week 
shall take the opportunity of ascertain- 
ng the reasons for the delay, and inform 
pppereple yen accordingly. 


twelve or eighteen months after the - 
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Tn, regard to the Port Lyttleton case, 
I have heard nothing about it, except 
what. I have heard to-day. The Govern- 
ment, have been extremely gratified dur- 
ing recent months. at the success attend- 
ing the arrangements for food supplies 
and other matters in connexion with 
troopships bringing returning soldiers to 
Australia, and we are sorry indeed to 
hear of any recrudescence of the earlier 
troubles. 


Defence (Senator Russell), to see what 
inquiry is advisable in the matter. The 
Government are anxious that the men 
should understand that every care will be 
exercised at. this end or at the London 
end; and, if success in that direction is 
not achieved, we want to know the, reason 
for it. 

~ Mr, Burcnetyt.—That makes he Port 
Lyttleton case all the more incomprehen- 
sible. 


My. WATT.—I know the work done 


‘by the honorable member for Kalgoorlie. 


I shall take the opportunity of — 
conferring with the Acting Minister for . 


ee SRVORE A Myce ek eS SW yy Nae hm 
ER RE Pe ae” 


(Mr. Heitmann) at the London end. In | 


fact, he has taken the extra precaution, 
quite unmilitary, of picking out. half-a- 
dozen men in every boat, after his inspec- 
tion, and asking them to report, either in 
person or by letter, to the head of the 
Government in Australia all about the 
trip, the food, the accommodation, the 
treatment by officers, 
for exercise, and so forth. I have re- 
ceived a great number of letters from the 
men whom he picked—reliable types of 
“ diggers,” sometimes privates, sometimes 
non-commissioned officers, but never com- 
missioned officers—all expressing, I think 


without exception, gratification at the 


success attending -the work. 
Mr, Maruzws.—-I would like to hear 


the report of the men on the Port Lytile- : 


ton. : 
Mr. WATT.—I do not know “whether 


any reports have been received in con- 


nexion with that vessel; but, in the in-— 


terests of the system, as well as in the 
interests of the men, I shall go into the 
matter, and ascertain from the Acting 
Minister for Dieionen what action he pro- 
poses to take. 


the arrangements — 


as 


I was struck by the mehtasae ‘of thet 


honorable member for Illawarra (Mr. 
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Hector Lamond) about the Bulli case, in 
connexion with the entertainments tax. 
It does not matter how fine the man at 
the head is, difficulties. are bound to 
‘arise over a tax of this kind. I 
realize that it-is a very unpopular tax, 
and that, even if it be administered with 
‘remarkable and unusual discretion, it 
will cause irritation amongst great num- 
‘bers of people who are not professional 
entertainment promoters. I should ex- 
pect the officers in charge, and mainly 
responsible, to exercise a little discretion 
in launching prosecutions, especially im- 
mediately after a blunder has been made 
and a full explanation and voluntary 
payment of the full tax has been for- 
warded. I shall ask the Taxation Com- 
missioner to furnish me with a report on 
this case. 

Mr. Tvpor.—What about the Public 
Service case, to which I drew attention ? 

Mr. Frenron.—What about the 5-ft. 
B-in, men % ; 

Mr. WATT.—I was struck by the elo- 
quent case put up by my 6-ft. friend from 
Maribyrnong; and [ shall ask the Assist- 
ant Minister for Defence (Mr. Wise) to 
nove his remarks. 

I forget quite what representations 
were made by the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition (Mr. Tudor); but Parliament has 
made the Public Service Commissioner 
an independent officer. No Minister of 
the Crown is permitted to tell him what 
he shall or shall not do. 

Mr. Tupor.—The complaint is that the 
Government have distinctly turned down 
his recommendations, and told him that 
he must not consider efficiency, but must 
appoint certain men. 

Mr. WATT.—My. perusal of the file, 
which is complicated and technical, was 
hurried; but I wish to correct the honor- 
able member’s statement. The Commis- 
sioner has his own views, and J have not 
endeavoured to influence him on any mat- 
_ ter except in regard to the prosecution of 
a policy which the Government have laid 
down, and which is provided by Statute, 
namely, preference to returned soldiers. 
-In this case there is an instance of the 
kind. J ask honorable members not to 
give credence to any unsupported testi- 





mony as to the attitude of the Govern- 
ment or the Public nik 
sioner, . 

Mr. Hzecror. Lamony.—There is a good 
deal of quiet opposition in every Depart- 
ment to the policy of preference to re- 
turned soldiers. = Nee 

Mr, WATT. 
will credit me when I say that I know 
there is passive resistance in certain quar- 
ters to the effective carrying out of the 





policy to which both sides of the House, 


without respect to party, are happily 


The honorable member 


Service Commis- | 


pledged—that of giving preference to re- 


turned soldiers; but, quite apart from 


giving effect to that policy, there are dif- — 


ficulties in applying it in some cases. 
There is one case which I have promised 
to look into, at the request of several 
honorable members, that of the postal 
electricians, where complicated promises 
have been made to the men. I was speak- 
ing about it to the honorable member for 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) to-day. It 


is difficult to apply the policy of prefer- 
ence to returned soldiers in the spirit 


without hurting some men whom it is 
hard to have to hurt. The House volun- 
tarily and repeatedly affirmed that pre- 


ference of a certain kind shall be given, 


and the Government are endeavouring to 
observe that policy in the spirit in which 
it was laid down. . 


Mr. Marurws.—Has the Minister any- — 


thing to say about the seamen? Has he 
seen the Herald? 

Mr. WATT.—I have not. I do not 
often read’ the Herald. On Friday 
night the honorable member will go to 


the Flinders-street station, and as he pro- — 


ceeds through the gates, there will be a 


boy, who will say to him, “Herald or 


Truth?” ; 
Mr. Tupor.—And you buy Truth? 


Mr. WATT.—Notwithstanding all the 


delightful effects of the consumption of — 


truth, I sometimes prefer the Herald. 
However, I_have not seen it to-day. I 
do not know what it contains, and what 
has transpired this afternoon in the mat- 
ter of the seamen’s strike, which is being 


attended to by my friend, Senator Millen, — 


Question resolved in: the affirmative. 
House adjourned at 4.28 p.m. — 


~ 
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